
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
TO: TTAC 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Bicycle Transportation  
 
 
MEETING DATE:  March 6, 2007     AGENDA ITEM: 6 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:     Michael Powers, Raymond Beltran 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Receive a status report on public workshops for the Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
For the past few years staff has been developing a Regional Bicycle Transportation Pan for 
Santa Barbara County.  Staff vacancies have delayed its development but a draft plan is nearly 
complete.  The Bicycle Plan will outline the regional bicycle network which contains the 
preferred routes for bicyclists traveling between and through local jurisdictions.  The plan will 
also identify goals and policies, outline the bikeway classification system and design standards, 
examine intermodal connections, describe parking and end-of-trip facilities, discuss education 
and safety programs, and, describe funding opportunities. SBCAG has also digitized the 
Regional Bicycle Network on its GIS and incorporated the network as a layer in the regional 
travel model in order to prepare maps of the existing and future network.   
 
The regional plan is being developed with the intention to lay a foundation to also assist local 
agencies who are not currently eligible for state Bicycle Transportation Account funding.  To 
accomplish this task the Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan would have to conform to state 
criteria (Attachment I). This approach would particularly benefit smaller agencies in the county 
where development of more specialized plans is problematic.  The City of Solvang has agreed 
to serve as a prototype for this approach. The incremental requirement to ensure Solvang 
meets the state guidelines is comparatively limited.  Once adopted, by SBCAG and local 
agencies, the Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan will assist agencies in accessing Caltrans’ 
Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) funding, which has $5 million in 2006/2007 and beyond. 
 
Staff is conducting public workshops on the plan (Attachment II).  The notes from the Lompoc 
workshop are included for reference (Attachment III).  Staff will review the comments with local 
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agencies and issue a draft plan for general review and consideration of approval by the SBCAG 
board.  The workshop presentation follows the Chapter outline of the Draft Plan and is provided 
in Attachment IV.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
I.  State Legislative Requirements for Bicycle Transportation Plans 
II   Regional Bikeway Plan Workshop Public Notice 
III. Lompoc Workshop Public Comments 
IV. Workshop Presentation on Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan 
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Attachment I 
State Legislative Requirements for Bicycle Transportation Plans (from CA Streets 
Highways Code, section 891) 
 
891.  All city, county, regional, and other local agencies  
responsible for the development or operation of bikeways or roadways 
where bicycle travel is permitted shall utilize all minimum safety 
design criteria and uniform specifications and symbols for signs, 
markers, and traffic control devices established pursuant to Sections 
890.6 and 890.8. 
 
891.2.  A city or county may prepare a bicycle transportation plan, 
which shall include, but not be limited to, the following elements: 
   (a) The estimated number of existing bicycle commuters in the plan 
area and the estimated increase in the number of bicycle commuters 
resulting from implementation of the plan. 
   (b) A map and description of existing and proposed land use and 
settlement patterns which shall include, but not be limited to, 
locations of residential neighborhoods, schools, shopping centers, 
public buildings, and major employment centers. 
   (c) A map and description of existing and proposed bikeways. 
   (d) A map and description of existing and proposed end-of-trip 
bicycle parking facilities.  These shall include, but not be limited 
to, parking at schools, shopping centers, public buildings, and major 
employment centers. 
   (e) A map and description of existing and proposed bicycle 
transport and parking facilities for connections with and use of 
other transportation modes.  These shall include, but not be limited 
to, parking facilities at transit stops, rail and transit terminals, 
ferry docks and landings, park and ride lots, and provisions for 
transporting bicyclists and bicycles on transit or rail vehicles or 
ferry vessels. 
   (f) A map and description of existing and proposed facilities for 
changing and storing clothes and equipment.  These shall include, but 
not be limited to, locker, restroom, and shower facilities near 
bicycle parking facilities. 
   (g) A description of bicycle safety and education programs 
conducted in the area included within the plan, efforts by the law 
enforcement agency having primary traffic law enforcement 
responsibility in the area to enforce provisions of the Vehicle Code 
pertaining to bicycle operation, and the resulting effect on 
accidents involving bicyclists. 
   (h) A description of the extent of citizen and community 
involvement in development of the plan, including, but not limited 
to, letters of support. 
   (i) A description of how the bicycle transportation plan has been 
coordinated and is consistent with other local or regional 
transportation, air quality, or energy conservation plans, including, 
but not limited to, programs that provide incentives for bicycle 
commuting. 
   (j) A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a 
listing of their priorities for implementation. 
   (k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities and 
future financial needs for projects that improve safety and 
convenience for bicycle commuters in the plan area. 
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891.4.  (a) A city or county that has prepared a bicycle 
transportation plan pursuant to Section 891.2 may submit the plan to 
the county transportation commission or transportation planning 
agency for approval.  The city or county may submit an approved plan 
to the department in connection with an application for funds for 
bikeways and related facilities which will implement the plan.  If 
the bicycle transportation plan is prepared, and the facilities are 
proposed to be constructed, by a local agency other than a city or 
county, the city or county may submit the plan for approval and apply 
for funds on behalf of that local agency. 
   (b) The department may grant funds applied for pursuant to 
subdivision (a) on a matching basis which provides for the applicant' 
s furnishing of funding for 10 percent of the total cost of 
constructing the proposed bikeways and related facilities.  The funds 
may be used, where feasible, to apply for and match federal grants 
or loans. 
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Attachment II 
Public Notice 

 

 
Updating the Regional Bikeway Plan:  

 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments, or SBCAG, is holding 
workshops to receive public comment on updates to the Regional Bikeway Plan.   
 
See what issues are receiving new emphasis in the update of the long range bike plan.  
 
Learn what bikeways are in the existing plan and what additions are being considered. 
 
Let your voice be heard about what you think are the important regional bikeway needs 
and improvements.  
 
Attend one of the workshops planned around the county: 
 

Regional Bikeway Plan Update Meeting Schedule 
 

Date and Time Region Location 

Wednesday  February 20, 
2008 @6:30 p.m. Lompoc Valley 

Lompoc City Council Chambers 
100 Civic Center Plaza 
Lompoc, CA 

Wednesday  February 27, 
2008 @6:30 p.m. 

Santa Maria 
Valley 

County Government Center 
Board of Supervisors Hearing Room 
511 E. Lakeside Parkway 
Santa Maria, CA  

Thursday  February 28,  
2008 @6:30 p.m. 

Santa Ynez 
Valley  

Solvang City Council Chambers 
1644 Oak Street 
Solvang, CA 

Wednesday  March 5,     
2008 @6:30 p.m. South Coast 

Santa Barbara County Board of 
Supervisors Hearing Room, 4th floor 
105 E. Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 

For more information, call SBCAG at (805) 961-8900.   
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Attachment III 
Lompoc Bike Workshop Notes 

 
I. A. Questions were asked regarding the class II bike path over the River on the east 

end of Lompoc.  This type of path may be feasible, however on a seasonal 
schedule because of rain and other extreme weather conditions.  Access through 
the river bed in the northeast part of town can only be crossed on a mountain 
bike. 

  
B. A large number of the local children/students ride their bikes to school, as well as 

for recreational use.  The safety of these young riders is very highly valued. 
 
C. Bicycle use in the city of Lompoc is for recreation, exercise and most importantly 

transportation use. 
 
D.  Purisima Road near the La Purisima Mission needs to be repaved, widened,     

and maintained.  This road is too narrow for riders and discourages the use of 
bicycles in the area.  This is a High Priority. 

 
E. Rucker Rd is the one of two corridors in and out of Mission Hills this road is 

dangerous and poorly maintained, discouraging bicycling as mode of 
transportation to and from the central city. 

 
F. High School students at Cabrillio High must use Highway 1 to Vandenberg 

Village. But, this roadway is unsafe and often not used by cyclists. “ Because it is 
easier and Safer to drive”  

 
G. Intersection on Harris Grade just east of the federally owned land contains 

several roadways splitting in three directions.  Cyclists must cross six lanes of 
traffic and ride on a narrow shoulder to commute to and from Vandenberg 
Village.  Participants understood that  a Class I path is proposed to route cyclists 
away from this commotion and through a safe corridor.  This is a High Priority.  
Staff indicated the segment from the bridge north to Hancock College has 
received funding; however, it has taken a long time for the City of Lompoc to 
negotiate with the FCI over the route.  

 
H. Alternative Path on Mission property proposed by participants, connecting the 

path between Rucker Rd, and Mission would eliminate problems on the Purisima 
as long as there is an additional connection from the Mission to state highway 
246, and this could be a class II or class I.  

 
I. One speaker stated he and many people do not let their children use the current 

bike paths because of the danger associated with the busy streets.  This 
particularly true of H Street.  The suggestion was that new paths be allocated to 
streets that are not dominated by cars.   Staff indicated this was addressed by 
the City in their bikeway network. 
 

J. Improvements to two bridges were specifically requested.  The Santa Ynez River 
near the intersection connecting he city with Alan Hancock College, and a 
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replacement to Robinson bridge in the southeast part of the city at the end of 
Ocean.  

 
K. Much of the new development in the Lompoc has been curbing the cycling 

commuters because of the increased construction of cul-de-sacs with no 
pedestrian/bicycle connections to the adjoining area.  If a corridor is created for 
cyclists and pedestrians by linking cul-de-sacs, one can promote alternative 
modes of transportation by making it easier for commuters to ride through all 
areas of the city.  This is a High Priority. 

 
L. Problems with inter-modal connectivity; The surf-liner Amtrak trains which allow 

bikes  only come through Lompoc twice a day, and the bike hooks on the train 
rarely are in working condition.   

 
M. Bicycle education programs should be offered for those who bike and those who 

do not.  This may decrease the conflict between cyclists and farmers/Winery 
owners.  Cyclists are not second class citizens.  The Solvang Century Bike 
marathon is held annually, and many times these cyclists to not follow CVC rules 
and giving local cyclists a bad reputation.   

 
N. Bicycle safety is an issue for parents all around the city, but more commonly for 

those who have children who ride under the age of 13.  Many of the bike lanes 
within the city are far too impacted with cars to allow small children to share the 
road. In addition to unsafe bikeways, there is a lack of helmet use among 
children riders.  Although this illegal there is nothing being done by law 
enforcement officials and this should be a High Priority. 

 
O. Clarification was asked about Purisima Rd. , city or county road.  Staff responded 

that it was a County road and the County is the responsible agency for repairing 
the road.  However, it was pointed out by staff that the Mission lands, potential 
archaeological issue, topographic constraints may make this an expensive 
project.  Citizen felt as if North County cities do not receive sufficient funds. 

 
P. Santa Rosa Road is very popular road for cyclists; however due the surrounding 

agricultural land the road becomes muddy and flooded when weather conditions 
are poor.  More attention to maintenance of this road was ecouraged. This is a 
High Priority.  

 
Q. More Class I bikeways within the city are needed to promote general bicycle 

commuting use.  The addition of class I roadways in the city of Lompoc would 
promote bicycle use to riders of all ages because of the enhanced safety 
correlated with class I bike pathways. 

 
R. When electric bikes were discussed no one in attendance had problems with 

electric bike of any kind on the paths.   
 

S. Some problems expressed with San Miguelito Rd. this road is not maintained, 
and either needs to be repaved or sealed.  

 
T. One citizen proposed and Class II path along G St., with protecting stop signs 

and a 15 mph speed limit for cars to central.  
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U. The intersection a t McLaughlin and A street is not an all weather crossing over 

the river, a bridge may be necessary.   
 

II. Notes From Lompoc Valley Bicycle Club 
 

A. Roads frequently used by cyclist and need Maintenance: 
1. Santa Rosa Rd.  
2. Miguelito Road 
3. Drum Canyon Road 
4. San Antonio Road       
 

B. Roads that need a bike lane added or expanded  
1. Purisima Rd. 
2. Rucker Rd 
3. Harris Grade Rd. from the Wye to Burton Mesa Blvd. 
4. Highway 246 from Mission Gate to River Park 
5. Floradale Rd to Santa Lucia to Highway 1 
6. Highway 135 from Harris Grade to Los Alamos 

 
C. Areas that would benefit from separate bike path. 

1. From Highway 1/ H Street bridge to Hancock. 
 
 
In attendance, were 8 persons, members of the Lompoc Valley Bicycle Club  
 Names:        
Tim Brummer                                           
Bob Grant                                                 
Gene Pritchett    
Rick Hummel                                             
Bob Moutalvo                                            
Sterling Collett  
Gary Harlow 
Scott Shaw                                                 

 
 



SBCAG R i l Bik PlSBCAG Regional Bikeway Plan 

February 2008 Update

Workshop 



O iOverview

What is SBCAG?What is SBCAG? 
What is the Regional Bikeway Plan?
Why is the Plan being updated?
What issues are being addressed? 
How can I influence the Regional Bikeway 
Plan?
What is the Schedule?



Wh t i SBCAGWhat is SBCAG

13 member body of elected officials eight13 member body of elected officials, eight 
cities and the County Board of Supervisors
R i d b t t d f d l l t d tRequired by state and federal law to conduct 
comprehensive regional transportation 
planning and programmingplanning and programming 
Required to prepare and update a Regional 
Bikeway Plan as well as other regionalBikeway Plan as well as other regional 
programs



What is the Regional Bikeway  
PlPlan

A long term (20 year) regional bicycleA long term (20 year) regional bicycle 
network
Identifies current and future regional bicycleIdentifies current and future regional bicycle 
transportation needs
Promotes the development of bicycle safetyPromotes the development of bicycle safety 
facilities and programs
Coordinates programs between jurisdictionsp g j



Why is the Regional Bikeway 
Pl b i d t d?Plan being updated?

Santa Barbara County prepared a RegionalSanta Barbara County prepared a Regional 
Bikeway Study in 1984 and incorporated bike 
maps and policies into our 2004 Transportationmaps and policies into our 2004 Transportation 
Plan. 
Some local agencies have adopted bikeway g p y
plans, others have bike maps in their Circulation 
Elements 
The SBCAG staff is in the process of updating 
the regional plan to promote progress. 
Promotes eligibility for funding, e.g., Bicycle 
Transportation Account



What elements are in the 
R i l Bik Pl ?Regional Bikeway Plan?

PurposePurpose
Regional bikeway network and projects
Bicycle parking and End-of-trip facilities
Safety, Education, Encouragement, 
Enforcement Programs
Funding
Bikeway Design Standards
Policies & RecommendationsPolicies & Recommendations



What are the Caltrans BTA 
R i tRequirements

a) Number bicycle commutersa) Number bicycle commuters
b) Map and description of existing and proposed land use 

and settlement patterns, employment centers
c) Map and description of existing and proposedc) Map and description of existing and proposed 

bikeways
d) Description of existing and proposed end-of-trip bicycle 

facilitiesfacilities
e) Map and description of existing and proposed bicycle 

transport and parking facilities for connecting with and 
use of other transportation modesuse of other transportation modes

f) Map and description of proposed facilities for changing, 
storing clothes and equipment 



What are the Caltrans BTA 
R i tRequirements 

g) Description of bicycle safety and education programs 
which are mandated by local law enforcementwhich are mandated by local law enforcement

h) Description of citizen and community involvement in 
the development of the plan, including, but not limited 
to letters of supportto, letters of support

i) Coordination with other local or regional transportation, 
air quality, or energy conservation plans, including 
incentive programs for bicycle commutersincentive programs for bicycle commuters

j) Description of the projects proposed in the plan and a 
listing of their priorities for implementation

k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilitiesk) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities 
and future financial needs for projects 



Ch t 1 P f th PlChapter 1: Purpose of the Plan

Update the Bikeway NetworkUpdate the Bikeway Network
Meet the Caltrans BTA State Guidelines
Create Uniformity in Policy and Designs
Identify Funding, Evaluate Programs



Cyclist Population in Santa 
B b C tBarbara County

California residents’ bike commute to work isCalifornia residents  bike commute to work is 
twice the national average
S t B b C t R id t hSanta Barbara County Residents have 
trumped this number by increasing the local 
job bike commute rate by seven times morejob bike commute rate by seven times more 
than the national average
Santa Barbara County currently has the 14thSanta Barbara County currently has the 14th 
highest job bike commute rate among the 
3100 US counties3100 US counties



Bicycle Use for Commuting

Countywide bicycle use for commutingCountywide bicycle use for commuting 
purposes ranges from 2% to 4% of total 
commute tripscommute trips

Th i i ifi t i ti i bi l fThere is significant variation in bicycle use for 
commuting around the County

Isla Vista: 20%Isla Vista: 20%
Buellton: 1%  



Cyclist Trends: US  Census 
T l t W k D tTravel to Work Data

Bicycle Use trends in Santa Barbara County Left: This graph represents theBicycle Use trends in Santa Barbara County
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What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

Are there other aspects of bicycle 
th t h ld h i ?use that we should emphasize?



Chapter 2: Bikeway Design 
d St d dand Standards

Bikeway ClassificationBikeway Classification 
descriptions:

Off Street separate pathsOff-Street separate paths 
(Class I bikeways)
On-Street bike lanesOn Street bike lanes 
(Class II bikeways)
Shared use bike routes 
(Class III bikeways)



Oth Bik tOther Bikeway types 

Unmarked mixed flowUnmarked mixed flow 
streets 
M lti P Cl IIMulti-Purpose Class II 
bikeways
Bi l B l dBicycle Boulevards
Unpaved gravel or dirt 
T il (Cl IVTrails (Class IV 
bikeways) 



Innovative Bikeway 
T t tTreatments

Colored bikeColored bike 
lanes
C t fl bikContra-flow bike 
lanes
“Sh ”“Sharrrows”



Additional Facility 
I tImprovements 

Drainage gratesDrainage grates 
Railroad Crossings 
Intersections
Roundabouts/ Traffic Circles 
Improved Signal Detection 
Intersections and Freeway y
Crossings



What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

What facility issues are important in 
th bik l ?the bikeway plan?
How do we reconcile differences in 
classification, e.g., Multi-purpose 
trails, 



Chapter 3: Regional Bikeway 
N t kNetwork

Current state of regional bikeway network
Bikeway network development

Design Guideline
Illustrative Projects
Route selection Criteria
Cyclist Population



C l ti th N t kCompleting the Network

Connecting theConnecting the 
regional missing links 
Si dSignage and 
connection
Bik t kBikeway network 
maintenance 
R i l bi lRegional bicycle 
network maps



What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

Following this overview of the plan 
ill i th d ft bi lwe will review the draft bicycle 

maps and receive your input on 
i ti d texisting and new routes. 

Where there are missing links what 
are the priority segments for 
completion?



Chapter 4: Parking & End-of-
t i F ilititrip Facilities

Bicycle Parking Definitions:Bicycle Parking Definitions:
Bicycle Racks
Bicycle LockersBicycle Lockers
Other secure bike parking 
facilitiesfacilities 
Showers and changing 
facilities 



M lti M d l F ilitiMulti-Modal Facilities

Bicycles and TransitBicycles and Transit
Park-And-Ride Lots
Passenger Rail and 
Airports
End-of- trip facilities 
Bicycle Accommodations 
on transit  services

Santa Barbara Bikestation Accommodates bicycle commuters



Connecting the Transit Link For 
L Di t Bi l C tLong Distance Bicycle Commuters

Santa Barbara BreezeSanta Barbara Breeze 
Bus provides a 
connecting mode of g
transportation for local 
cyclist commuters
Th A t k tThe Amtrak system 
provides a connecting 
mode of transportationmode of transportation 
for cyclists traveling 
long distances.



What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

What specific inter-modal projects 
d thi k i t t?do you think are important?



Chapter 5: Education, 
E t d E f tEncouragement, and Enforcement

Education:
L C ifi d I (LCI’ )League Certified Instructors (LCI’s)
CycleSmart Bicycle Education Program
Y th Ed ti PYouth Education Programs
Safe Routes to School
M t i t Ed tiMotorist Education



E tEncouragement:

Bike Week/ Bike to Work 
D / Rid h W kDay/ Rideshare Week
Team Bike challenge 
Community Bicycle 
Programs 
Bike to Work Incentives



S f t d E f tSafety and Enforcement:

The issue of bicycle safety is neglected inThe issue of bicycle safety is neglected in 
terms of programming 
Bi l t d thBicycle parts and other resources 
Bike Maps
Low Cost/Free Helmets & Bike lights (for both 
underprivileged children and farm workers)
Law enforcement (Cyclist must adhere to the 
rules of California Vehicle Code)



What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

What specific education projects do 
thi k i t t?you think are important?



Ch t 6 F diChapter 6: Funding 
Federal State Regional Local SourcesFederal, State, Regional, Local Sources 
Federal

T t ti E h t P (TE)Transportation Enhancements Program (TE) 
projects selected by SBCAG
Regional Surface Transportation ProgramRegional Surface Transportation Program 
(STP)

StateState 
Bicycle Transportation Account funds, 
statewide competitive programstatewide competitive program



Ch t 6 F diChapter 6: Funding 

RegionalRegional
Transportation Improvement Program 
Projects recommended by SBCAGProjects recommended by SBCAG
Measure D and successor

LocalLocal
Measure D
Local Surface Transportation FundsLocal Surface Transportation Funds
Local Transportation Funds



Wh t i M D?What is Measure D?
Measure D is a 1/2 cent sales tax forMeasure D is a 1/2 cent sales tax for 
local and regional transportation 
funding approved in 1989g pp

Funding has been used for local andFunding has been used for local and 
regional bikeways, e.g. Class I at 
Ortega Hill parallel to Hwy. 101

Measure D expires in 2010



What happens after Measure D 
i ?expires?

November election this year toNovember election this year to 
continue the sales tax
½ cent tax for 30 years½ cent tax for 30 years
Dedication of regional funds for bike 
paths, safe routes to schools,paths, safe routes to schools, 
pedestrian improvements
Local agency alternative mode g y
projects could include bike 
improvements



What Should We Address in 
th R i l Bik Pl ?the Regional Bikeway Plan?

What specific funding issues do you 
thi k i t t?think are important?



Chapter 7: Recommendations 
d P li iand Policies

Community Input Needed for Electrical Bicycle Options

Option 2: Adopt similar 
regulations to that of

Option 1: Allow all 
Electric Bicycles equal

Community Input Needed for Electrical Bicycle Options

regulations to that of 
Santa Cruz. 

Classify motorized 
bikes into 4 categories

Electric Bicycles equal 
access to that of pedal 
bicycles

Law enforcement uses bikes into 4 categories 
allow equal access to 
motorized bikes and 
scooters limited to 20

Law enforcement uses 
the Vehicle Code to 
enforce any and all 
regulations for pedal scooters limited to 20 

mph 
deny access to all other 
motorized bikes 

g p
bikes and will do the 
same for electric 
bicycles and scooters 

including bikes with the 
polluting two stroke gas 
engine 



Wh t th P li I ?What are the Policy Issues?

InformationInformation
Bikeway, maintenance, and improved access
Safety programs
Regional connections
What issues do you think exist and how 
would you like to see these addressed?



How can I influence the 
R i l Bi l M t Pl ?Regional Bicycle Master Plan?

Provide Input here at workshop or laterProvide Input here at workshop or later 
www.sbcag.org

Review and comment on draft PlanReview and comment on draft Plan 



What is the Schedule?What is the Schedule?

Initial Workshops: February MarchInitial Workshops: February – March

Initial Draft of  RBP: March

Review of draft: March/April

Plan Adoption: May



S t M i Bik MSanta Maria Bike Map



G d l Bik MGuadalupe Bike Map



S t B b Bik MSanta Barbara Bike Map



Carpinteria/ Summerland/ 
M t it Bik MMontecito Bike Map



G l t Bik MGoleta Bike Map



L Bik MLompoc Bike Map



S t Y V ll Bik MSanta Ynez Valley Bike Map



Santa Barbara County 2008 
R i l Bik N t kRegional Bikeway Network


