
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, February 7, 2008 
9:00 AM 

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Tully Clifford, Chair City of Solvang 
Pat Mickelson, Vice-Chair CALTRANS 
Tom Evans City of Carpinteria 
Dave Whitehead City of Santa Maria 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Walter Rubalcava SB County Public Works 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka SBCAPCD 
Rose Hess City of Buellton, Alternate 
Rosemarie Gaglione City of Goleta, Alternate 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc, Alternate 
Craig Dierling City of Lompoc 
John Ewasiuk City of Santa Barbara 
Tim Rochte Caltrans 
Steve Van Denbergh SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
Fred Luna SBCAG 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Tully Clifford called the meeting to order and initiated introductions. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Tully Clifford asked for public comment and there was none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Pat Mickelson, seconded by Steve Maas the minutes of January 3, 
2008 were approved with abstentions by Tom Evans and Vijaya Jamalamadaka. 

 
4. TWO-YEAR MEASURE D REVENUE ESTIMATES 
 

Michael Powers summarized the staff report.  Following a motion by Kevin McKune, 
seconded by Rob Dayton TTAC unanimously voted to approve receipt of the Measure D 
Revenue Estimates for the two-year period beginning with the 2008-2009 fiscal year. 

 
5. FY 2008-2009 TDA/LTF APPORTIONMENTS 

 
Michael Powers presented the staff report.  Steve Maas asked if there was the potential for 
a decline in sales tax related apportionments.  Michael replied that the Auditor’s assumption 
was for no change but economic conditions could change. 
 
Following a motion by Rob Dayton, seconded by Steve Maas TTAC unanimously approved 
the estimated apportionment of Local Transportation Funds to local agencies for the 2008-
09 fiscal year. 

 
6. RSTP & LSTP FUND BALANCE 

 
Sarkes Khachek presented the report.  Steve Maas noted that some completed projects in 
past fiscal years had funding available and asked if the responsible agency had just not 
claimed the funds and Sarkes Khachek responded affirmatively. 

  
7. PROP. 1B HIGHWAY / RAILROAD CROSSING SAFETY PROGRAMS  
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the report.  Steve Maas asked if there were any projects 
included in the Public Utilities Code Priority List and Sarkes responded that he would check 
the list. 

  
Kevin McCune asked what the measure was for receiving a high score in the project 
effectiveness and Sarkes responded that he would check and respond to Kevin McCune. 

  
David Whitehead asked if new projects would score well and Sarkes Khachek responded 
that new projects would be eligible, but projects which were ready for delivery would be 
scored higher. 

 
8. HIGHWAY 101 TRAFFIC CONGESTION SENSORS 

 
Fred Luna presented the staff report.  David Whitehead asked about benefits this project 
would generate apart from commuters.  Fred replied that the sensors would generate 
planning data that will be helpful in current efforts for 101 Widening.  Steve VanDenburgh 
added that the sensors would also be interconnected with District 7 Traffic Management 
Center and would be able to generate data for showing travel times on changeable 
message boards.  Tom Evans asked if the units included a battery and Fred responded 
affirmatively.  Rob Dayton provided positive comments on implementing system monitoring 
for Highway 101.  Following a motion by Rob Dayton and seconded by Rosemarie 
Gaglione, TTAC unanimously approved making a recommendation to the SBCAG board 
that an MOU be executed with VCTC.  
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9. STATE HIGHWAY OPERATIONS AND PROTECTION PROGRAM (SHOPP) 
 

Pat Mickelson provided information regarding Caltrans Programmed/Funded SHOPP 
projects.  Dave Whitehead asked if ramp metering was an eligible SHOPP project and Pat 
replied generally yes if it was part of the overall plan.  Dave talked about the potential 
application of a ramp meter at the 101/135N interchange and Pat responded that there 
were examples of spot ramp meter locations such as Garden Street and Highway 101 in 
Santa Barbara. 

 
10. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Michael Powers summarized the report on unmet transit needs input received by SBCAG.  
Dave Whitehead asked for more detail on the public input, which Michael provided. 

 
11. STATE CLIMATE ACTION PROGRAM 
 

Tim Rochte provided information from Caltrans regarding the State Climate Action 
Program.  Kevin McKune asked about the impact of the new policy on project reviews and 
Tim replied that environmental documents would receive more scrutiny on issues like air 
quality CO2 and energy conservation.  Dave Whitehead asked about the benefits of the 
switch to clean diesel.  Vijaya noted improvements to air quality and Steve Maas add that 
SBMTD was switching to part biodiesel, which provided significant air quality benefits with 
minor cost increases.  Marty stated that a preference for asphalt over concrete might 
overlook its shorter life cycle and repair and replacement issues.  Rob asked if legislation 
passed that provides for tax rebates or offsets for more fuel-efficient autos and Gregg Hart 
replied that it had failed.  Steve Maas stated that he had recently attended a workshop on 
pedestrian safety and recommended it to all as a means to promote walking.  Dave 
Whitehead added that the Santa Maria Downtown Specific Plan called for more walkable 
area, which will have to address the challenges based on the proximity of Highways 166 
and 135. 
 
Tim asked if this presentation should be given to the policy board.  Rob encouraged him.  
Michael cautioned about the boards prior concerns about state influence in local land use 
issues.  Following a motion by Rob Dayton, seconded by Vijaya Jamalamadaka TTAC 
unanimously approved a recommendation that Caltrans provided the SBCAG Board a 
summary of the State Climate Action Program. 

 
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Gregg Hart reported that the initial results from the poll for the Measure D renewal were 
encouraging with 75% in support of the renewal.  Steve Maas asked if there were any 
lessons from the failure of the Lompoc City Public Participation Measure and Gregg replied 
that according to the pollster, initial results were favorable until the sunset date was 
removed. 

 
13. ADJOURN 

 
There being no other business, TTAC adjourned at approximately 10:00 AM. 


