
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
SUBJECT: Highway Safety Improvement Program 
 
MEETING DATE: January 3, 2008 AGENDA ITEM:  5 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Sarkes Khachek 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive information about the schedule for submitting Highway Safety Improvement Program 
applications for the FY 2008/09 funding cycle. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) is a Caltrans administered program that 
provides state funding for city and county projects in California that reduce the frequency and 
severity of collisions on roadways by correcting or improving hazardous roadway locations or 
features.  Projects are selected by Caltrans on an annual basis through a statewide competitive 
process similar to other state administered programs.  Caltrans District 5 Local Assistance 
announced the call for projects for the FY 2008/09 Grants Cycle on December 10, 2007. 
 
When are applications due? 
Applications are due to Caltrans District 5 by Friday, February 29, 2008 and are available online 
at the Caltrans’ website: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocalPrograms/hsip.htm. 
 
What projects are eligible? 
 
HSIP’s intent is to fund important safety projects that can be designed and constructed 
expeditiously.  Funds are available for expenditure on any highway safety improvement project 
on any public road, publicly owned bicycle, pedestrian pathway, or trail. 
 
Projects may qualify within the following three categories: 
 

• Safety Index Projects:  Projects may qualify for HSIP funding based on a calculated 
Safety Index.  Projects will be prioritized statewide by Safety Index. 

• Work Type Projects:  The Work Type category is used to fund projects that cannot be 
quantified by the Safety Index calculation due to the lack of data.  Projects providing 
evidence of some accident history or accident potential will compete better than projects 
that do not.  Examples include intersection safety improvements and construction of 
traffic-calming features. 

• Traffic Data projects (New category):  This category gives local agencies an 
opportunity install “traffic data collection and analysis systems” (for vehicles, bicyclists 
and/or pedestrians) to identify locations within the greatest safety needs.  Eligible 
projects include elements to improve traffic data collection and the analysis of crash data 
that will lead to better identification of safety improvement locations and effective 
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implementation of countermeasures.  Examples include detector loops for traffic 
counting and geographic code mapping. 

 
Additional information on project eligibility can be found in the HSIP chapter within Caltrans’ 
Local Assistance Program Guidelines located on Caltrans website. 
 
How much funding is available? 
Approximately $54 million will be available statewide for the Fiscal Year 08/09 Funding Cycle.  
There is a larger emphasis on Safety Index projects with approximately fifty to seventy percent 
of funding targeted for Safety Index projects.  Twenty to thirty percent of funds are targeted for 
Work Type projects and up to twenty percent maximum of available funding for a new category 
for traffic data collection and analysis systems projects. 
 
HSIP funds pay a maximum of 90 percent of the total cost of an eligible project or up to a 
maximum federal reimbursement amount of $900,000 for any one project.  Local agencies must 
provide a minimum of 10 percent of the total project cost from sources other than the HSIP. 
 
Are the funds state or federal? 
HSIP funding is federal; however, Caltrans administers the program. 
 
Have any projects that have been submitted from Santa Barbara County been awarded 
funding? 
 
Yes, the most recent projects awarded funding were the Cities of Buellton and Lompoc in the 
last funding cycle.  Buellton received $376,000 in HSIP funds for improvements to the McMurray 
Road/SR 246 intersection.  The City of Lompoc received $247,500 in HSIP funds to construct 
an ADA accessible pedestrian footbridge on the 300 block of South U Street at the San 
Miguelito Channel. 
 
More information about the Highway Safety Improvement Program can be found on SBCAG’s 
Programming and Project Delivery website:  www.sbcag.org/programming.html 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  This is an informational item only. 
 
 


