
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, July 3, 2008 
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Tully Clifford, Chair City of Solvang 
Pat Mickelson, Vice Chair CalTrans, District 5 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka SBCAPCD 
Rose Hess City of Buellton 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Bret Stewart SB County Public Works 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
David Whitehead City of Santa Maria, Public Works 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
 
Others Present 
 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Craig Dierling City of Lompoc 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Michael Luther City of Lompoc 
John Ewasiuk City of Santa Barbara 
William Yim SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Chairman Clifford called the meeting to order and asked for introductions. 
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Clifford asked for comments and there was none. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Chair Clifford indicated that the action for item 5 was not listed and under item 12, Vice-
Chair Pat Mickelson adjourned the meeting.  Following a motion by Steve Maas, seconded 
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by Pat Mickelson TTAC unanimously approved the minutes of June 5, 2008 as amended.  
Staff indicated it would add the action on item 5 to the next Minutes. 
 
Note: Staff notes indicate that at the June 5 meeting TTAC unanimously approved the 
recommended FY 2008-2009 Measure D Local, Regional and Paratransit Allocations.  
TTAC approval of these Minutes will memorialize this action that took place on June 5 

 
4. FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report. 
 
John Ewasiuk noted that the City of Santa Barbara had concerns with a project included in 
the Highway Bridge Program and that the City would be working with SBCAG to get those 
concerns addressed. 
 
Steve Maas noted that language would be included in the FTIP that mentioned the use of 
the FTIP by transit operators for their Program of Projects public participation requirements. 
 
David Whitehead requested that staff review estimated project costs and Sarkes responded 
that staff would make necessary changes. 
 
Following a motion by a motion by Kevin McKune, seconded by Bret Stewart, the item was 
recommended for approval. 
 

5.  TRAFFIC COUNT PROGRAM 
 

Bill Yim presented the staff report.  Dave Whitehead from Santa Maria asked about the 
possibility of adding count stations on Route 166 between Santa Maria and Guadalupe 
since current count stations only allow counts on Rt. 166 west of 101 and on Rt.166 west of 
Rt.135.  He indicated that truck traffic between Santa Maria and Guadalupe on Rt. 166 
between Blosser and 101 is an issue.  Bill indicated that Caltrans has limited count stations 
collecting vehicle classification counts in SB County.  The 101 Las Positas control station is 
the only Caltrans station where vehicle classification counts (on Highway 101) are 
collected.  He doubted the possibility of adding count stations particularly for vehicle 
classification counts due to Caltrans’ staffing problems.  The current 3-year rotational 
schedule was the result of consolidating Caltrans control stations by Caltrans headquarters 
in Sacramento to save costs.  Pat Mickelson added that the emphasis of the Caltrans Count 
Program is Highway 101.  Michael indicated that SBCAG’s truck study on Rt. 166 filled this 
gap in truck count data for Santa Maria but it was quite dated.  Bill will follow up with the 
issue. 

 
 
6. TRAVEL MODELS 
 

Bill Yim presented the staff report and indicated a correction to be made on the staff report 
regarding the Santa Ynez Valley Model.  Currently the County only has the model 
documentation and not the model.  There is no plan for either converting the model to 
VISUM or to re-develop the model.  Steve Maas indicated that while SBMTD does not have 
a model they would serve on a model user group.  Kevin McCune asked if this was the first 
time that a peer-review process for modeling was introduced and was concerned it was not 
added to their model RFP.  Michael indicated that the peer-review process has been a part 
of the review process in the large MPO’s.  However, in this county it was done on a 
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voluntary basis.  He added SBCAG was not imposing a model consistency requirement but 
as travel models proliferate, it is important to strive for consistency.  With the local model 
development process currently underway, it is a good time for a formal peer-review process 
to be put in place.  Kevin supported the issue of model consistency, but commented that 
the regional model might not be accurate as the local models, and therefore the issue of 
consistency might be in question.  Bill indicated that the model accuracy issue is an 
ongoing issue for the modeling community and it really depends on perspectives.  For 
example, regional models are normally calibrated and validated based on based on higher 
roadway classification such as freeways and major arterials simply because if their higher 
traffic volumes from the regional perspective.  Local models are more accurate at the 
collectors and local street levels simply because of the more refined subarea networks.  
Dave Whitehead supported the issue of model consistency and asked whether the Santa 
Maria would need to use TransCAD for consistency.  Bill indicated that there were no 
requirements to limit the choice of using different model platform.  He also believed that 
VISUM would perform similar functions as TransCAD, but every effort should be made to 
minimize using a variety of software platforms because this would add complexity in model 
application and file sharing for county agencies.  Micro-simulation being the next level of 
modeling would certainly add intensity to data needs and modeling complexity.  All 
indicated support for creating a Santa Barbara County Model Users Group (SBCMUG) to 
further promote cooperation, collaboration and streamlining model consistency efforts.  
Responding to Kevin, Bill and Michael indicated SBCAG would take the lead in initiating the 
first meeting. 

 
7. FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORIZATION 2008 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented California’s consensus principles for the authorization of a 
federal transportation act to succeed SAFETEA-LU.  Steve Maas asked if California was 
still a donor state.  Michael Powers replied that while this was the case some time ago at 
this time the return of federal gas tax dollars to California is more equitable.  Michael added 
that an issue to watch in the development of a new act will be the emphasis placed on 
categorical programs such as CMAQ, JARC, New Freedom and individual earmarks. 
 
Kevin McCune asked how earmarks are addressed in the RTP and Michael replied that in 
some cases they are easily incorporated if they don’t impact the travel model forecasts or 
environmental report.  Steve Maas asked if other states allow local option sales taxes and 
Steve VanDenburgh replied a few do, but indicated it was not widespread or universal. 
 
John Ewasiuk stated the City had three earmark project requests: Access improvements to 
Cottage Hospital for $3 million, rail capital improvements for Hwy 101 congestion relief for 
$10 million, and flood proofing of the train station at $10 million.  Kevin McKune added that 
Lompoc also had some earmark requests but he did not know what they were.  Steve 
VanDenburgh stated that the SBCAG Board had authorized regional earmark requests that, 
in the past, included the Highway 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge, Highway 101 Santa Maria 
River Bridge, and Route 166 East improvements.  Steve indicated that often the 
Congressional representative’s request SBCAG’s input on regional priorities.  Steve asked 
if the group was interested in sharing their earmarks and after some discussion members 
indicated they would submit their earmarks to SBCAG staff for discussion at a future TTAC 
meeting. 
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8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Powers announced that staff was completing the draft RTP and it would be 
released during July. 

 
Steve Maas announced the transfer of one Valley Express Bus to the Lompoc Clean Air 
Express service had occurred and ridership was good. 

 
Michael announced that SBCAG staff Bill Yim and Brittany Odermann had been promoted 
to Senior Planner and Martha Gibbs had been promoted to Senior Finance Officer.  TTAC 
members congratulated Bill Yim. 

 
Dave Whitehead observed that the Gap Fire emphasized the public safety benefits of 
Measure D funding. 

 
 
9. ADJOURN 
 
 There being no further business TTAC adjourned at 10:15 AM.  


