
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, April 5, 2007 
 

9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo  City of Santa Maria 
Pat Mickelson (Vice-Chair) Caltrans 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka SBCAPCD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Kevin McCune (Chair) City of Lompoc 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
George Amoon City of Goleta 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Andrew Orfila SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Jim Richardson City of Solvang Councilmember 
John Ewasiuk City of Santa Barbara 
Darleen Panico Caltrans 
Dave Whitehead City of Santa Maria 
Austin O’Dell City of Santa Maria 
Sarah Grant City of Santa Barbara 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Kevin McCune called the meeting to order and initiated introductions.  
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Michael Powers recognized the retirement of Bruce Nybo from the City of Santa Maria. All 
wished Bruce well with Happy Trails and a cake.  Bruce expressed his appreciation to all. 

 
 

3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Pat Mickelson, seconded by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, the minutes of 

March 8, 2007 were unanimously approved. 
 
4. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

 
Andrew Orfila presented the staff report.  He stated that SBCAG had received the required 
land use data from the County since the publication of the staff report, and expected to 
receive the traffic count data from County staff before the April Board hearing.  Kevin 
McCune asked what the intersection V/C ratio threshold for LOS E was.  Andrew answered 
that a V/C ratio of 0.91 was the minimum threshold for LOS E.  Kevin asked if SBCAG were 
to identify a deficiency, would additional steps be taken to more closely scrutinize the data, 
such as additional counts or use of a different type of LOS methodology.  Andrew replied 
that that would be done.  He gave the example of the seasonal monitoring that was required 
at the Castillo Street/Montecito Street intersection after a LOS E was observed back in 
2003.  Kevin asked what TTAC was being asked to do, and Michael Powers replied that 
TTAC was being asked to approve the recommendations outlined in the staff report.  Kevin 
requested clarification on whether we were finding the County to be conforming to the CMP 
requirements.  Michael Powers asked if we had received the count data and had completed 
the LOS analysis for the intersections.  Andrew replied that the count data had not been 
received yet and the LOS analysis had not been done yet for the County intersections.  
Michael indicated that if any intersections were required to be operating at LOS E, this may 
be an issue.  Andrew stated that he didn’t expect any County intersections would require 
deficiency plans for the 2006 monitoring year. 
 
Bret Stewart made a motion to approve the staff recommendations, but that the staff report 
be amended to show that the County is conforming to the CMP requirements anticipating 
their submittal of required information.  Dale Lipp seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

 
5. OVERALL WORK PROGRAM 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report.  Vijaya Jammalamadaka asked if the OWP will 
address forthcoming greenhouse gas legislation.  Michael replied that this was being 
addressed, in general, in the Regional Transportation Plan update.  Kevin McCune inquired 
about the status of the Route 246/Central Avenue/Purisima Road Corridor Alternatives 
Study.  He indicated that Lompoc had adopted the study in their Measure D Program of 
Projects.  He asked if the County had been consulted with regarding the next steps to take, 
and if they were interested in proceeding with the project.  Bret Stewart said that the County 
was interested in getting involved, but was not sure how much of a priority it was for them.  
Michael went on to describe the schedule for the Route 246 study, and indicated that a 
cost-sharing agreement between Lompoc and the County could be developed by the end of 
next fiscal year.  George Amoon asked if the Caltrans bus rapid transit policy was new.  
Michael indicated that it was.  Kevin asked if the OWP contained staff time and resources to 
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be spent on work related to the renewal effort for Measure D.  Michael replied affirmatively.  
Steve Maas asked if the Caltrans definition for bus rapid transit was consistent with what’s 
being planned for transit facilities on the Hollister Avenue-State Street corridor.  Pat 
Mickelson said that she was unsure.  Michael indicated that SBCAG was assuming that the 
bus rapid transit policy is likely related to dedicated transit lanes on State Highways, and 
this was not included as a priority project in 101 IM.  George Amoon mentioned that there is 
a new bus rapid transit facility recently opened in Los Angeles.  
 
Bruce Nybo made a motion to recommend adoption of the FY 2007-2008 OWP.  The 
motion was seconded by Bret Stewart and passed unanimously. 

 
 
6. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  

 
Andrew Orfila presented the staff report.  David Whitehead noted that the RTP contains an 
Illustrative Project to widen Broadway-Route 135 and that this project conflicts with 
capacity-reducing projects for this road and the adjacent area recommended in the City’s 
Downtown Specific Plan.  He mentioned that the City is pursuing building new roads and 
increasing capacity on existing roads to improve north/south circulation, including 
improvements to Western Avenue, Depot Street, and College Drive.  Michael indicated that 
the travel forecasts and resulting level of service include those projects mentioned.  He 
asked David if they would like the Broadway-Route 135 widening project removed from the 
illustrative project list.  Bruce Nybo indicated that it should remain on the list.  David added 
that he wanted to acknowledge that the City is working to deal with the congestion issues 
identified in the staff report.  Kevin noted the extensive capacity improvements 
recommended for the H Street / Central Avenue intersection.  He noted that with 
implementation of the improvements planned to mitigate impacts related to the Wye 
Project, further widening at the intersection would be difficult and would require right-of-way 
purchases.  Andrew acknowledged this, and stated that the improvements in the staff report 
are simply one way of dealing with the future congestion.  He stated that another option for 
the City would be to implement system-wide improvements, which is similar to what was 
done to address a deficiency at the Mission Street interchange in 1998.  George Amoon 
asked if the deficiency plan resulted in better operations at this location.  Andrew mentioned 
the project did not improve operations there to LOS E or better, but resulted in making other 
mode choices available for those traversing through the intersection.  Vijaya said that the 
EIR recommendations would need to be feasible.  Andrew acknowledged this and stated 
that other options would be more appropriate for certain locations.  George Amoon asked 
what the ramifications of the staff report were.  Andrew mentioned that the staff report was 
for informational purposes.  Kevin McCune expressed concern about having specific 
improvements identified in a published document.  Andrew stated that the comments 
received from TTAC would be taken into consideration and that the local agencies had the 
final decision on what projects would be appropriate to deal with these issues.  George 
Amoon stated that early consultation with the local agencies would be helpful for the type of 
information presented in the staff report. 

 
7. CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AWARD 6-MONTH DEADLINE 
 

Brittany Odermann presented the staff report.  Dale Lipp asked how the change would effect 
requests for extensions.  Brittany replied that the CTC provides one extension of up to 20 
months in certain cases.  She added that it may take up to two months for projects to get 
onto CTC agendas.  Kevin McCune asked what the purpose of the change was and Brittany 
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stated that the CTC goal was timely delivery of projects.  Kevin stated that it takes 30 days 
to advertise and that other variables could delay the process.  He indicated that he would 
provide his comments via e-mail.  Bruce Nybo stated that with an 8-month deadline, 
agencies could submit their request in the sixth months and still work on their projects.  
Kevin noted that the process should be streamlined.  George Amoon asked if there were 
similar deadlines for other awards.  Brittany and Darlene Panico said that the construction 
award deadline was the only one they were aware of.  Brittany requested that the agencies 
provide their comments by April 20, 2007. 

 
8. STATE HOUSING BOND PROGRAM 

 
Michael Powers presented the staff report.  George Amoon asked if the funds could be 
used for transit operations.  Michael replied that the funds cannot be spent on transit 
operations.  Vijaya Jammalamadaka noted that the South Coast areas served by MTD may 
not be eligible due to 10-minute headway requirements.  Steve Maas noted that MTD now 
has 10-minute headways on some of its routes.  Steve also noted that MTD may look into 
utilizing the bond funds for a future transit village. 

 
9. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 

 
Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report.  He noted that the transit needs assessment 
found that regional transit service between Buellton and Lompoc is an unmet transit need 
that is reasonable to meet.  He also noted that the transit needs assessment was 
recommending that Lompoc and Santa Maria administer Clean Air Express operations for 
their respective routes.  David Whitehead asked if SBCAG could tap into funds for providing 
regional transit service.  Sarkes replied that Measure D has the potential to be a limited 
funding source for regional transit service.  Michael Powers stated that CMAQ funds are no 
longer available, so funds available to SBCAG for regional transit services are very limited.  
Bruce Nybo said that the Clean Air Express is necessitated by the housing issue in the 
South County, so South Coast agencies should share in funding the Clean Air Express.  
Brittany Odermann stated that many employers provide transit-related benefits for their 
employees.  David stated that these benefits only go so far in addressing the issue of 
funding the service and that South Coast employers are significantly benefiting from the 
service.  He went on to state that SBCAG needs to liaison and help convince South Coast 
employers and agencies to contribute funding for the Clean Air Express.  Kevin noted that 
the unmet transit needs process identified many demands for Clean Air Express 
enhancements that were not reasonable to meet.  He expressed concern that once Lompoc 
and Santa Maria take over the service, these demands may be found reasonable to meet.  
Michael stated that SBCAG is obligated to continue the unmet transit needs process as long 
as there are agencies spending TDA funds on streets and roads.  He stated that the 
demand for the service remains and that by 2008, SBCAG will have no funds available for 
the Clean Air Express. 
 
Kevin stated that the new definitions for “reasonable to meet” removed the threshold for the 
number of requests.  Michael answered that this was not the case and there have not been 
any thresholds in the definitions.  Kevin asked if an analysis was done for each request.  
Sarkes replied that analysis is done for non-service improvement requests in areas where 
TDA funds are spent on streets and roads.  Steve Maas asked if the definition under 3b was 
retained in the criteria of reasonable to meet.  Sarkes indicated it was and that there was a 
typographical error in the report.  Kevin stated that he was concerned that the Breeze 
service to Buellton and Solvang was only slightly over the 10% farebox recovery 
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requirement.  He asked if Lompoc had been contacted prior to TTAC on this issue.  Michael 
stated that staff had initiated a conference call with Santa Maria, SMAT, the County, Santa 
Ynez Valley Transit, COLT, and Lompoc two weeks ago and had not received any 
confirmation from Lompoc staff.  He indicated that a consensus had been reached during 
the conference call regarding the recommendations in the staff report.  Kevin indicated that 
the service may require a cost-sharing agreement, since he didn’t know if TDA funds were 
available or not.  Michael said that staff is currently looking into grants and is aware that 
some jurisdictions already use all their TDA funds for transit.  Kevin indicated that the 
Breeze analysis looked as if only one end of the trip (to/from Lompoc) was paying for the 
service.  Michael stated that the demand necessitates looking at regional transit service 
options.  Kevin requested a meeting with SBCAG staff to discuss the report.  Michael 
acknowledged that Lompoc’s concerns would be taken into consideration and noted in the 
staff report to the SBCAG Board. 
 
Austin O’Dell noted that the current farebox recovery requirement for the Breeze is 20% and 
they are currently only recovering 16%.  He stated that if the Breeze were to expand to 
Solvang and Buellton, the report shows a 10% farebox recovery for the new service, which 
would further decline the current 16% farebox recovery.  Michael stated that the farebox 
recovery requirements are different for urban and rural areas and that the existing farebox 
recovery for the Breeze would not be affected. 

 
10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Powers reminded TTAC that their Measure D Program of Projects are due to 
SBCAG by April 15. 
 
Michael Powers announced that there is an updated STP Unclaimed Funds Table. 
 
Bret Stewart announced that Public Works Director Phil Demery will be retiring and that 
Scott McGolpin will serve as an interim Public Works Director. 
 
Dave Whitehead reminded the TTAC of the Transportation Funding workshop following the 
SBCAG Board hearing on April 19.  He thanked staff for Gregg Hart’s presentation to the 
Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce and Transportation Committee.  
 
Brittany Odermann stated that the Federal obligations are due by July 2. 

 
11. ADJOURN 

 
There being no other business TTAC adjourned at 10:45. 

 
 


