
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, May 3, 2007 
 

9:00 AM  
Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton 

 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Pat Mickelson (Vice-Chair) Caltrans 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka SBCAPCD 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Kevin McCune (Chair) City of Lompoc 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Rose Hess City of Buellton 
Tully Clifford City of Solvang 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Jim Richardson City of Solvang Councilmember 
John Ewasiuk City of Santa Barbara 
Darleen Panico Caltrans 
Gary Ruggerone Caltrans 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Kevin McCune called the meeting to order and initiated introductions.  
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chairman McCune asked for public comment and there was none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, seconded by Pat Mickelson, the minutes 

of April 5, 2007 were unanimously approved. 
 
4. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 

 
Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report on responses to comments on the draft Transit 
Needs Assessment and findings of unmet transit need and reasonable to meet. 
 
Chairman McCune asked where in the report the cost sharing on the Breeze extension was 
discussed and Sarkes replied pages 57-58.   
 
Following a motion by Chairman McCune, seconded by Rob Dayton TTAC unanimously 
recommend approval of the revised Transit Needs Assessment, and findings of unmet need 
and reasonable to meet. 

 
5. 2006 STATE TRANSPORTATION AUGMENTATION 
 

Steve VanDenburgh gave TTAC a verbal report on the status of CTC’s preparation of 2006 
STIP augmentation.  He told TTAC that SBCAG’s RTIP and others from around the state, 
and Caltrans’ recommendations for their share of the STIP augmentation funds had been 
submitted to the CTC.  He said SBCAG was surprised that Caltrans did not support the 
Santa Maria River Bridge final design in their recommendations for how their share of the 
augmentation should be spent.  He said that the Mayor of Santa Maria had testified at the 
CTC’s south state augmentation hearing on April 25 and that the mayor had made a 
positive impression on the CTC and it appeared that the Caltrans director would support 
finding a way to put the project into Caltrans’ revised recommendations.  By finishing final 
design, that would continue to make the project competitive for CMIA funds should a project 
fall out of that program.  Michael Powers commented that it would be difficult politically for 
the CTC to remove a project from the CMIA program, even if it weren’t keeping on 
schedule, to fund the bridge.  Steve agreed it would be difficult for the CTC to make that 
decision.  Steve said that SBCAG staff was concerned that the Highway 101 widening 
(Carp to Santa Barbara) environmental funding of approximately $10 million could be left 
out of the augmentation due to some counties requesting permission to overprogram their 
RTIP's, requiring some counties to be underprogrammed. As the CTC tries to 
accommodate overprogrmming requests, a project like the widening environmental study 
could be left out of the augmentation because Caltrans had not partly funded the project 
which would indicate that it is both a state and regional priority.  As a regionally funded 
STIP project only, it could be seen as a lower priority to the CTC and be left out.  Mr. 
VanDenburgh said that in general, SBCAG staff was concerned that Caltrans was not 
providing funding support equal to that received by San Luis Obispo and Monterey counties 
for major projects.  He also indicated that Caltrans had, however, recommended funding a 
rail siding project in the county, presumably in north county, and a siding between the cities 
of Santa Barbara and Ventura.  Michael Powers explained that both sidings are supported 
by the LOSSAN study.  In response to a question by Rob Dayton, Michael stated that the 
funding for the siding improvements between Ventura and Santa Barbara did not include 
construction and that the contact at Caltrans Division of Rail was Lea Simpson.  
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Mr. VanDenburgh said that CTC staff recommendations for the augmentation would be 
released on May 16, 17 or 18.  The STIP augmentation would be adopted on June 6 or 7.   
 
Jim Richardson asked if STIP funds could be used for buses, such as the Breeze 
expansion, since they were being used to fund rail projects.  Steve VanDenburgh replied 
that STIP funds could be used for bus purchases, but the SBCAG board had never funded 
buses because it is the same source for funding highway projects and because while the 
Breeze might need a bus or two, it would set a precedent and MTD could request that large 
numbers of buses be funded.  
 
Steve told TTAC he would let them know of the CTC’s staff recommendations when they 
were available. 
 

6. CALTRANS NEPA DELEGATION 
 
Gary Ruggerone provided an overview of the Caltrans NEPA delegation from FHWA.   
 
Steve Maas asked if this included FTA projects and Gary replied no, FTA was not part of 
the NEPA delegation.   
 
Steve VanDenburgh asked how this change impacts local projects.  In response Gary 
replied that NEPA document review time will shorten but local auditing and monitoring 
responsibilities will increase.  He encouraged all agencies to use the standard Caltrans 
environmental forms to expedite Caltrans review. 
 
Chair McCune asked Michael for a status report on the RTP update.  Michael replied that 
the update was delayed due to the need to re-model the program and planed list of projects 
due to the failure of the ¾ cent Measure D renewal at the polls reducing funding for projects 
and the need to have the SAFETEA LU compliant Public Participation Plan precede the 
RTP update.  Michael added the new estimate for RTP adoption is this December 2007 

 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Steve VanDenburgh distributed the Department of Finance Population Estimates Released 
May 1. 
 
Steve Maas announced the initiation of service on the new MTD Hybrid Diesel buses.  

 
8. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business TTAC adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM. 
 

 


