
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, August 3, 2006 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Vice-Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara  
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Jerry Estrada SBMTD 
Rose Hess City of Buellton  
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
Brad Vidro City of Solvang 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
George Amoon City of Goleta 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Kent Epperson SBCAG 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Andrew Orfila SBCAG 
Brittany Odermann SBCAG 
Larry Bean City of Lompoc 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Vice-Chair Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Vice-Chair Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there were none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, seconded by Brett Stewart, the minutes of July 6, 

2006 were approved unanimously.   
 
4. FY 2005-2006 LTF YEAR-END BALANCE APPORTIONMENTS 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report.  Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, 
seconded by Jerry Estrada TTAC unanimously approved the FY 2005-06 LTF Year-end 
balance apportionments.   

 
5. CLEAN AIR PLAN 
 
 Andrew Orfila presented the staff report.  Richard Fernbaugh asked how the transit projects 

were selected.  Andrew Orfila responded that the transit projects were new routes that had 
been implemented after the 2004 Clean Air Plan was published. 

 
 Bruce Nybo asked if new transit routes are typically included as TCM's.  Andrew Orfila 

responded affirmatively. 
 
 Kent Epperson noted that the draft chapter of the Plan showed that Santa Barbara County 

had the highest rate of weekday driver trips per household in the State, according to the 
Caltrans Statewide Travel Survey.  He asked what factors may be attributing to that.  
Andrew Orfila responded that our County has one of the lowest rates for distance per trip 
(miles per trip) and that affluence can also play a big role in this.  Michael Powers noted that 
the figure in the draft chapter showed that Santa Barbara County also had one of the 
highest declines in trips per household between 1991 and 2001. 

 
 Michael Powers summarized SBCAG’s obligations to EPA regarding our current federal 

ozone designation of attainment.  He stated that we’re no longer subject to the rigorous 
federal requirements of conformity for the Regional Transportation Plan and the Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program.  Although development of TCM’s are not required for 
the Plan, Michael stated that including TCM’s in the Plan helps to ensure that SBCAG will 
no longer be subject to the federal conformity requirements.  Andrew Orfila added that 
TCM’s were included to also show that we were striving to achieve the state ozone 
standard, for which we are currently designated by ARB as non-attainment transitional.  

  
6. CONGESTION MITIGATION AIR QUALITY PHASE-OUT 
 

Brittany Odermann summarized the staff report including a review of the four project 
proposals received following the SBCAG staff request for projects. Bret Stewart asked if 
staff received an e-mail from Matt Dobberteen regarding County projects. Brittany 
Odermann responded that she had not, but knew that the County had eligible CMAQ 
project ideas.  
 
Kent Epperson provided a handout highlighting additional Traffic Solutions project 
information.   
 
Dale Lipp noted that the existing Carpinteria Pedestrian Bridge does not meet ADA 
requirements and will be removed; eliminating this bridge will increase trips on Carpinteria 
Avenue.  
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Jerry Estrada noted that the MTD Advanced Vehicle Location project will be deployed 
system wide. He also stated that the next bus program will start at 10-15 bus stops, but will 
ultimately be system wide as well.  
 
Bruce Nybo asked if the proposed projects were STP eligible and Brittany Odermann 
responded affirmatively.  
 
Rob Dayton noted that Traffic Solutions provides TDM programs that are an important 
element of transportation planning. He stated that SBCAG is the right agency to house 
Traffic Solutions and he is concerned that funding for the program is not sustainable. He 
stated that SBCAG should find a way to fund Traffic Solutions as a program that is part of 
SBCAG operations rather than having to compete with local agencies for various funding 
sources.  
 
Bruce Nybo asked how SBCAG staff is currently funded. Michael responded that the 
agency receives both state and federal funds for planning and preparing the TIP and 
Regional Transportation Plan and also accesses other funds for specific programs.  
 
Bruce Nybo asked how long the proposed $1.9 million in CMAQ phase-out funding would 
support Traffic Solutions and whether there was sufficient funding in the Measure D 
renewal expenditure plan to keep Traffic Solutions going. Steve VanDenburgh responded 
that Traffic Solutions would be funded through fiscal year 2009/10 when Measure D funds 
would be available to support Traffic Solutions.  
 
Bruce Nybo asked for status of the CMAQ phase-out funding bill. Steve VanDenburgh 
responded that the bill passed both houses and is waiting for signature from the Governor.  
 
Larry Bean stated that he would like the $100,000 he is seeking for a bike path in Lompoc, 
but the project is already federalized and STP funds would also work.  
 
Dale Lipp expressed concern over use of federal STP funds. Larry Bean reminded the 
committee that the CMAQ funds are federal as well. Larry Bean and Dale Lipp stated their 
support for the use of the CMAQ funds for Traffic Solutions.  
 
Jerry Estrada noted that there may be other funding sources available to MTD for their AVL 
project and STP funds would be welcomed.   
 
Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Vijaya Jammalamadaka TTAC 
unanimously approved programming the $1.9 M in CMAQ phase-out funding to Traffic 
Solutions. 
 

7. SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented options for programming $2.95 million in STP funds in FYs - 
07/08 and 08/09 received in a CMAQ/STP exchange with the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments.  He suggested a programming option of issuing a call for projects for some of 
the funds and distributing the rest by formula. 
 
Rob Dayton asked if the funds could be used on the Milpas/Hot Springs project.  Steve 
VanDenburgh replied that there were some schedule issues.  Bruce Nybo asked if the funds 
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could be traded to another agency to improve their flexibility and Steve replied affirmatively.  
Rob Dayton asked if a call for projects could be constrained and Steve replied affirmatively 
since an agency has to be a grantee. Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Dale 
Lipp, TTAC voted unanimously to defer action on this item to a future meeting. 

 
8. FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 5307 FUNDS 
 

Brittany Odermann summarized the staff report. She added that the SMAT point values are 
the same as COLT and MTD.  
 
Larry Bean requested the adopted SBCAG procedures for 5307 project selection. Brittany 
Odermann provided a copy to him. He stated that he could not find anything in the FTA 
referenced text that had been e-mailed to him that required SBCAG to produce selection 
criteria. He asked who could submit a transit project. Brittany Odermann responded that any 
agency that could comply with FTA regulations could apply for 5307 funding. Larry Bean 
expressed concern over this process.  
 
Jerry Estrada explained that because Santa Barbara County is a designated Transportation 
Management Area, 5307 apportionments are received directly. A competitive process is 
required, each grantee will score projects submitted in their jurisdiction (UZA). SBCAG will 
give final approval to the funding recommendations with an up or down vote.  
 
Steve VanDenburgh noted that Lompoc will rank and score projects as the grantee and 
submit their funding recommendations to SBCAG. Larry Bean responded that he 
understood the process but had serious concerns about other potential operators requesting 
funding that COLT has traditionally received for operations.  
 
Bruce Nybo asked if the call for projects would be administered by SBCAG or SMAT. Steve 
VanDenburgh responded that SBCAG could issue the call for projects and facilitate the 
process. Larry Bean asked if the call needs to be advertised. Steve VanDenburgh 
responded affirmatively.  
 
Jerry Estrada expressed concern that one grantee’s process could hold up another 
grantee’s selection process.  
 
George Amoon asked if rail service would be an eligible recipient of 5307 funding. Steve 
VanDenburgh responded affirmatively.  
 
Jerry Estrada stated that MTD can handle their advertising and project selection process. 
Steve VanDenburgh responded that SBCAG staff will move forward with the process as 
quickly as possible.  
 
Larry Bean asked if the local governing Board needs to adopt the scoring systems and 
approve the project selections. Steve VanDenburgh responded that the procedures do not 
require local board approval. It is at the discretion of the grantee whether board approval is 
necessary for the projects submitted before they are submitted to SBCAG; a board could 
choose to delegate the responsibility to a public works director.   
 
Following a motion by Jerry Estrada, seconded by Richard Fernbaugh TTAC unanimously 
approved the FTA 5307 scoring system and initiation of a countywide call for projects. 
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9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael stated that SBCAG was planning to submit an application for JARC funds to support 
the development of the federally mandated Coordinated Public Transit Human Services 
Transportation Plan. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh reported that the September CTC meeting will be held in Santa 
Barbara.  Larry Bean indicated this conflicted with the League of Ca. Cities meeting in San 
Diego 
 
Bruce Nybo reported that Rick Sweet was named Utilities Director for the City of Santa 
Maria. 
 

 
10. ADJOURN 

 
There being no other business TTAC adjourned. 

 
 


