
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Kevin McCune (Chair) City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara  
Bruce Nybo City of Santa Maria 
Steve Wagner City of Goleta 
 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Susan Warnstrom 4th District Office 
George Amoon City of Goleta 
Joe Rye City of Santa Maria – SMAT 
Jim Talbott SMOOTH, Inc. 
Rose Hess City of Buellton  

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Kevin McCune called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Kevin McCune asked for public comments and there were none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Bruce Nybo and seconded by Bret Stewart, the Minutes of April 6, 

2006 were unanimously approved.  
�

4. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 
Sarkes Khachek presented the draft 2006 Transit Needs Assessment. 
 
Rob Dayton asked how the Transit Needs Assessment was tied to the North County Transit 
Plan.  Sarkes responded that requests identified in the Transit Needs Assessment were also 
being evaluated as part of the North County Transit Plan.  Rob suggested that narrative 
regarding the North County Transit Plan be presented towards the beginning of the 
assessment. 
 
Kevin McCune asked if SBCTAC’s request for earlier service hour analysis was included in 
the report and Sarkes responded affirmatively. 
 
Bruce Nybo asked what the timeline was for the adoption of the 2006 Transit Needs 
Assessment and Michael Powers responded that the draft will be presented to the Board in 
May and the final Transit Needs Assessment would go to the Board in June for adoption. 
 
Kevin McCune asked who funded Santa Ynez Valley Transit and if it were a Joint Powers 
Authority.  Sarkes responded that SYVT was funding by the Cities of Buellton and Solvang 
and by the County of Santa Barbara through a Joint Powers Authority. 

 
5. STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGAM 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh reviewed the programming of Santa Barbara County projects in the 

2006 STIP adopted by the CTC on April 27.  He indicated that the CTC had removed the 
designations of “state only” projects when adopting the STIP because the STIP is funded 
with state gas tax at this point in time; federal funds are being used for the SHOPP.  Rob 
Dayton asked the status of the Highway 101 widening PSR.   Steve Wagner said the PSR 
should be released far ahead of the Measure D renewal vote so that, if the cost estimates 
for the widening project were higher than that assumed in preparing the expenditure plan, 
there would be plenty of time to explain the matter to the public prior to the November 
election.  Steve VanDenburgh said that Caltrans had produced a draft PSR but that it did not 
include an alternative consistent with the 101 in Motion consensus alternative.  SBCAG staff 
commented to Caltrans that the PSR should have such an alternative and they should 
continue working on it.   He said that Caltrans had been preparing the PSR with urgency 
because there was a possibility that STIP funds would be programmed to the project as a 
New Start, as requested in SBCAG’s RTIP, and a PSR is needed to program STIP funds to 
a project.  Since no funds were programmed to the project in the STIP, there was less 
urgency for Caltrans to complete the PSR so they could work on it more and incorporate an 
alternative like that agreed to in 101 in Motion.  He stated that the CTC would be accepting 
amendments to the STIP to add transit projects in place of highway projects because the 
STIP has an abundance of funds for transit projects but a shortage of projects for highway 
projects.  He said that he would provide TTAC with updates on to add transit projects to the 
STIP. 
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6. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN (RTP) 
 
 Michael Powers summarized the draft 2006 RTP program, plan, and illustrative project list. 
 
 Bret Stewart requested that the cost for the El Colegio project be increased from $1 to $8 

million.  Kevin McCune asked if the SR 246 widening project was retained and Michael 
Powers responded affirmatively.  Bruce Nybo stated that the cost for the NB Auxiliary lane 
project at Highway 101 and Betteravia is estimated at $5 million, not $10 million.   

 
 Michael concluded by requesting final comments within one week from tomorrow (May 12). 
 
7. REGIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (RSTP) 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented a programming recommendation for deleted STIP projects 
and Measure D Renewal related projects.  He passed out a recommendation that was 
modified from what was in the staff report.  He indicated that the staff report 
recommendation had not taken into consideration that STP funds had been programmed to 
partly replace rehab project funding deleted in the STIP in May 2005, and that only the 
balance of funding was to be funded with STP.  He also indicated that the recommendation 
programmed STP funds to a regional bicycle program project, and the Highway 101 Goleta 
Overpass Improvement project, as part of the Measure D Renewal Expenditure Plan 
compromise approved by the SBCAG Board in April.  He said it was important that action be 
taken on these two items so that the city of Goleta, and the Fair Measure D Coalition, could 
see that SBCAG was following through on what the Board had promised when it approved 
the expenditure plan. And, he said, the Goleta city council would see that the SBCAG Board 
had followed through before it voted on the expenditure plan.   Kevin McCune, Lompoc, 
asked why $10 million in STP wasn’t included in the recommendation to replace the $10 
million reduction in measure funding for the Route 246 widening project supported by 
Lompoc to provide additional funding for Santa Maria area projects.   Steve VanDenburgh 
responded that it wasn’t part of the Board’s motion adopting the expenditure plan.  Rob 
Dayton said that it was clear that it was intended that STP funds be used on the Highway 
246 project.   Steve VanDenburgh said the Board made no indication which type of funds 
would backfill and that the best way to backfill the Highway 246 project was with STIP 
funding because the project was so reliant on STIP anyways to be delivered that $10 million 
in STP funding wasn’t going to affect the delivery of the project.  He said that STP funds, 
which are state gas tax funds, should be focused on local agency projects and STIP funds 
should be used to deliver highway projects.  The STP program is easier to administer, so it 
should be used for small local projects, and the STIP, which has timely use of funds 
deadlines, should be used for highway projects.   Kevin McCune stated that he and Steve 
VanDenburgh would need to elevate the matter at their respective agencies for continued 
discussion after the meeting.   Steve VanDenburgh said that a recommendation from TTAC 
on how to program STP funds to local agency projects did not need to occur in May and 
could come back to TTAC for further discussion in June.  Steve Wagner said that the public 
works directors would discuss a programming recommendation for STP at their next 
breakfast meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Steve Wagner to recommend that the SBCAG Board program $2.5 
million in STP to Highway 101 Goleta Overpass Improvement Project, and $2.5 million to a 
regional bicycle program project, contingent upon the passage of the Measure D renewal.  
The Motion was seconded by Brett Stewart and passed unanimously. 
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8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Jeff Edwards announced that Rose Hess would be the new City of Buellton TTAC 
representative. 

 
Steve Wagner announced that George Amoon was now employed as a project manager in 
the Public Works Department by the City of Goleta. 
 
Steve Wagner requested that the City of Goleta be a direct recipient of STP funds instead of 
being a part of the County’s share.   He said he would send SBCAG staff a letter detailing 
how the STP-sharing between the County and Goleta should be reflected in the FTIP or a 
programming decision. 
 
Bret Stewart announced that he would be attending a briefing on a proposed Space 
Museum project located at SR 1 and Purisima. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh announced that John Asuncion was leaving SBCAG for SCAG. 
 
Kevin McCune announced that Cal Poly Engineering Student interns may be available for 
interested agencies. 
 

9. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business TTAC adjourned. 


