
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Overall Work Program      
 
 
MEETING DATE:  January 5, 2006  AGENDA ITEM:  6  
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Provide input on work tasks for SBCAG’s new Overall Work Program for FY 2006-07. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Michael Powers 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Each year, in accordance with federal and state regulations, SBCAG adopts an Overall Work 
Program describing the comprehensive planning activities proposed to be undertaken during the 
next fiscal year, either by SBCAG or other entities within the region (e.g. local governments and 
transit operators).  The document provides detailed information on each major activity, including 
a description of the work to be performed, the major products of the effort, key milestones and 
funding information. 
 
The OWP serves three important objectives.  First, it serves as a reference to be used by 
citizens, planners and elected officials throughout the year to better understand SBCAG’s 
objectives and how these will be met through the regional comprehensive planning process.  
Second, the OWP is used as a management tool to ensure that the planned activities are 
accomplished both on time and within budget.  Third, the OWP serves as documentation to 
support the various federal and state grants that finance SBCAG's planning program. 
 
Schedule 
 
SBCAG is beginning the process of developing the FY 2006-07 OWP.  Accordingly, we are 
seeking input from TTAC members on issues that should be addressed on a regional basis 
during the coming year.  We are also asking that local governments and transit operators make 
us aware of any significant transportation planning activities they may be contemplating, so that 
these can be incorporated in the OWP prior to its adoption by the SBCAG Board.  Transit 
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operators are advised that this is a federal requirement.  TTAC will be able to review a draft of 
the OWP in February or March.  Final approval is anticipated in April or May of this year. 
 
Existing Commitments 
 
The OWP is prepared in recognition of the Federal Planning Emphasis Areas published jointly 
by FTA and FHWA.  Unfortunately, USDOT has not yet released the federal Planning Emphasis 
Areas that are intended to reflect SAFETEA-LU planning priorities.  A work activity that will 
consume a lot of financial and staff resources this next fiscal year will continue to be the 
Measure D reauthorization. If Measure D is reauthorized by voters in November 2006, the OWP 
will need to budget time for project development and implementation activities.  If Measure D is 
not renewed in 2006, then it is likely that efforts will be focused on placing the Measure on the 
ballot in 2008.  Staff expects that some other major projects will be completed by June of 2005, 
such as the RTP update, the Central Ave. Extension/SR 246 travel forecast and the north 
County transit plan.   
 
New Challenges 
 
From the federal perspective, staff will need to respond to new planning requirements imposed 
by SAFETEA – LU, such as the need to prepare a “Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services 
Transportation Plan."  This is a new condition imposed as a condition of receiving 5310, JARC, 
New Freedom funds.  The RTP will also be required to address System Security, Operational 
and Management Strategies, Consistency of Plan with Planned Growth and Development 
Plans, Environmental Mitigation strategies, etc. Plans and the FTIP must include "visualization 
techniques” to more effectively convey technical information to the general public.  SBCAG will 
have to prepare/update our "Participation Plan" in consultation with "all interested parties."  
SBCAG will have to insure our annual listing of FTIP Projects is expanded to include federally 
funded pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities.  All FTIP's and Plans adopted 
after July 1, 2007 must comply with SAFETEA LU planning provisions and any amendments to 
these documents after July 1 2007 appear to trigger all the requirements for the document.   
 
From the state perspective, there is an emerging state infrastructure bond bill that if it is placed 
on the ballot will impose significant requirements on regional agencies in addition to improving 
the revenue picture for transportation.  The proposal is currently winding its way through the 
legislative process in the form of SB 1024 (Perata) (See attachment). The primary reason for 
the bill is to address transportation and infrastructure needs.  Currently, the bill provides 
additional funding for roads, rail, ports, levees, and other needs.  The bill also provides funds for 
transportation environmental enhancement and mitigation, affordable housing incentive 
infrastructure grants, local government planning and environmental grants, habitat conservation 
grants, and infill incentive grants.   Some of these later programs are conditioned by how the 
cities and counties have met a significant portion of their regional housing need allocation and 
some programs are distributed by the regional agencies.  The bill also imposes a requirement 
(and some funding) for regional agencies like SBCAG to prepare a regional growth plan.  Staff 
will monitor this bill and provide updates to TTAC/TPAC as changes warrant. 
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Summary of California Senate Bill 1024  
 
$10.275 Billion bond measure that would require 2/3’s approval by CA voters at the 
November 7, 2006 election. - Introduced by Senators Perata and Torlakson 
 
Breakdown by funding program 

$1.5 Billion STIP 
$1.0 Billion Flood Control Account (Levee Improvements) 
$2.3 Billion Restoration of Prop 42 
$2.5 Billion CA Ports Infrastructure, Security, and Air Quality Improvement Account 
$100 Million Transportation Project Enhancement and Mitigation Account 
$425 Million Affordable Housing Incentive Program 
$975 Million Regional Housing and Community Growth Incentive Account 
$200 Million Flood Control Matching Account 
$1.0 Billion CA Rail Corridor Improvement Account 
$275 Million Transit-Oriented Development Account 

$10.275 Billion Total Funding 
 
The Good News 
If approved by CA voters, this bond measure would inject billions of badly needed dollars into 
improving California’s transportation infrastructure.  The funding would rejuvenate the STIP; 
restore Prop. 42; improve levees; aid port infrastructure, security and air quality; assist with 
affordable housing; sponsor TOD; and jump start improvements and planning for high-speed 
rail.  All these programs aim to assist Californians by reducing congestion and improving air 
quality and security, as well as addressing housing needs. 
 
STIP – A significant boost for highway projects. 
Prop. 42 – With Prop. 42’s main purpose of funding projects that relieve congestion on CA’s 
highways and arterials, Santa Barbara, again, can benefit for in receiving funding for the 
widening of Highway 101 and other improvement projects. 
 
The Not So Good News 
 
Targeted programs to address levees, ports, high speed rail, security, will not benefit Santa 
Barbara County. 
 
Rail Corridor Improvement – Although a majority of funding is going towards pre-construction 
costs associated with high-speed rail, this program will also provide $200 Million to the LA-Irvine 
segment of the LOSSAN corridor.  However, the Santa Barbara-Ventura-Los Angeles corridor is 
not mentioned,. 
 
Aside from a replenishment of funds to the STIP and Prop 42, Santa Barbara County doesn’t 
benefit much from SB 1024.  Improvements to the Santa Barbara to Ventura Rail Corridor Line 
were not identified in the Rail Corridor Improvement Account, where the necessary 
improvements are needed for increased passenger rail.   
 
 
 


