
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2005 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Brad Vidro City of Solvang 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Steve Wagner City of Goleta 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Jim Kemp SBCAG 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Fred Luna SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Heather Diez City of Santa Barbara 
Larry Bean City of Lompoc 
Darleen Panico Caltrans Local Assistance 
Bennie Stanton Caltrans  
Val Houdyshell Caltrans Programming 
Dale Morgan County of Santa Barbara 
Michael Faeth Easy Lift Transportation 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there was none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Steve Wagner seconded by Rob Dayton, the Minutes of October 6 

were approved.  
 
4. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 

 
Sarkes Khachek indicated that staff had been directed by the SBCAG Board to review the 
definitions of an unmet transit need and reasonable to meet.  Sarkes mentioned that staff 
coordinated with SBCTAC to review the definitions.  Definitions throughout California were 
reviewed along with issues and concerns with the current definitions.   
 
Sarkes discussed concerns associated with the definition of unmet transit need, along with 
SBCTAC's recommended changes. 
 
Sarkes then reviewed concerns associated with the definition of reasonable to meet, along 
with SBCTAC's recommended changes.  He also mentioned that Alex Pujo, of COAST, 
provided input on the recommended changes for consideration.  Alex recommended that 
Criteria #6 be modified to say, "The proposed service is projected to reach a 20% fare box 
recovery within 3 years, 10% in non-urbanized areas provided rural services, and projected 
to show continuous progress within 3 years." 
 
Michael Powers mentioned that the recommended changes were being presented to the 
SBCAG Board for their consideration and approval. 
 
Steve Maas asked if SBCTAC discussed the possibility of having different farebox recovery 
ratios for different services and Sarkes replied that the committee looked at having farebox 
recovery standards for specific services if they cross into from urban to rural areas, or vice 
versa. 
 
Bruce Nybo suggested that if the concern is only  related to the term 'limited set of 
individuals' in the definition of an unmet transit need, then only those words should be 
removed rather than the entire sentence as recommended by SBCTAC. 
 
Michael mentioned that there was also concern with the phrase 'clients of agencies' also 
included in the sentence, so the recommendation was to remove the entire sentence 
 
Larry Bean expressed concurrence with Alex Pujo's input on the definition of reasonable to 
meet. 

 
5. PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh and Fred Luna provided the TTAC with verbal project status reports on 

the construction contract award for the Santa Maria Highway 101 six lane widening project 
and the Evans Avenue to Ortega Hill Road auxiliary lane and bike path. 
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6. DRAFT 2006 RTIP 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented the Draft 2006 RTIP. He explained the “baseline” 
represented where projects are currently programmed in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program.  He explained that the region had been given funding targets for a 
five year period, and had been directed to reprogram existing projects from the 2004 STIP 
in the 05/06 through 07/08 over the five year period.  He explained that SBCAG staff was 
recommending that the Board adopt a Plan A, which includes a $7 million New Start project 
to prepare the environmental document for the widening of Highway 101 from Milpas Street 
to the Ventura County Line.  Plan B, which would also be adopted by the SBCAG Board, 
explains how SBCAG wants the $7 million programmed in the STIP if the New Start is 
rejected by the CTC.  Mr. VanDenburgh also explained that Plan A and Plan B assume that 
approximately $11 million in projects that are a low priority for funding by the CTC, including 
rehabilitation, sidewalk, and bicycle projects, would be deleted from the STIP and the funds 
used to deliver currently programmed capacity increasing, goods movement and 
interregional projects in the county.  Mr. VanDenburgh stated the staff would recommend 
that the deleted local road rehab projects be given priority for funding with RSTP.  Steve 
Maas asked if transit capital projects that could be funded with PTA funds should be 
included in the RTIP since PTA funds are the most likely source of funding available in the 
early years of the STIP.  Jim Kemp responded that large metropolitan agencies, like 
LAMTA, could utilize all of the PTA funds available in the early years by programming new 
transit projects or rescheduling projects, thus freeing up highway funding for projects in 
other counties.  He cautioned that SBCAG should not distort its project priorities to chase 
PTA funding that doesn’t materialize.  Kevin McCune asked that SBCAG staff pull together 
a list of projects to be deleted and a projection of RSTP funding to show TTAC 
approximately when funding may be available for projects.  Mr. Nybo asked the sponsors of 
projects programmed in 05/06 to contact Mr. VanDenburgh by December 14 and let him 
know if they were going to be able to request a funding allocation by the end of the fiscal 
year so their project could be deleted and the funds reprogrammed during this RTIP cycle.  
Mr. VanDenburgh offered to meet with any agency to give them a tutorial on the 2006 RTIP 
and asked agencies to call him if they thought a tutorial would help.  Mr. Nybo suggested 
that a workshop on the 2006 STIP would probably be a good idea if the SBCAG Board was 
going to adopt the RTIP in January.  TTAC agreed to meet on December 20, 1:30 p.m., in 
Buellton, for a workshop   

 
7. ELECTIONS 
 

Brad Vidro nominated Kevin McCune for TTAC Chair for 2006. The nomination was 
seconded by Steve Wagner and unanimously approved.  Jeff Edwards nominated Bruce 
Nybo for Vice-Chair for 2006.  The nomination was seconded by Kevin McCune and 
unanimously approved.  

 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Jeff Edwards requested that those attending the meeting park on the street and not in the 
parking lot outside the council chambers. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh announced that the SBCAG contract with Fluor Enterprises was ending 
on December 31 but that Fred Luna was joining SBCAG as a Transportation Engineer.  He 
added that Gerald Comati of Com3 Consulting would assist SBCAG in project tracking, 
Karin Hodin would be responsible for all non-transit capital project programming, including 
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STIP and FTIP amendments, and John Asuncion would be responsible for all transit 
programming.   
 
Karin Hodin reminded TTAC about the schedule for CTC allocation requests and the 
concern by FHWA of inactive projects.  She noted that FHWA is scheduling field visits with 
agencies that have inactive obligated projects. 
 
Bruce Nybo asked about the status of CMAQ funding.  Steve VanDenburgh replied that 
there is a statewide consensus to implement a phase out of CMAQ in the SBCAG and 
AMBAG regions over 3 years, which Jim Kemp had been the catalyst for, but there were on-
going discussions with the State and other regions about the timing of when the phase-out 
would begin.  
 

9. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business TTAC adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 


