
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, October 5, 2006 
 

9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Vice-Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Kevin McCune (Chair) City of Lompoc 
George Amoon City of Goleta 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
 
Others Present 
 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Bill Yim SBCAG 
Brittany Odermann SBCAG 
Jerry Davis Easy Lift Transportation 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chair Kevin McCune called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Kevin McCune asked for public comments.  Jerry Davis introduced himself as the 
new Executive Director of Easy Lift. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Pat Mickelson, seconded by Bruce Nybo the minutes of September 7, 
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2006 were approved with abstentions by Kevin McCune and Steve Maas.   
�

4. REGIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

Steve VanDenburgh recommended that the item be tabled to allow more time to discuss a 
modification of the MOU with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments that would bring 
the region approximately $3 million in FYs 07/08 and 08/09 through a CMAQ\STP 
exchange.   He explained that, if SACOG agreed to provide federal RSTP funds to SBCAG 
on 08/09, they could be programmed to a large project in the North County, and a like 
amount of state exchange RSTP funds could be backed out of the project and made 
available for programming.  Steve Maas asked if State Exchange RSTP funds could be 
programmed to transit projects, and Steve VanDenburgh said they could be used for capital 
projects and that he would forward the guidelines regarding eligible projects to Mr. Maas. 
Chair McCune asked TTAC if there were any objections to tabling the item, and there were 
none.  

 
5. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
 Michael Powers provided an overview of the draft chapters of 2006 RTP.  Steve Maas 

asked if projects in the illustrative list were funded.  Michael replied no, projects in the 
illustrative list were not subject to travel modeling, financial analysis, or environmental 
review and a formal amendment of the RTP addressing these concerns would have to be 
met before moving a project from the illustrative to the planned list of projects.  Pat 
Mickelson asked how Measure D reauthorization was addressed.  Michael replied that the 
projects were included in the RTP and the financial analysis provided two scenarios; one 
with and one without Measure D reauthorization.  Michael stressed the importance of the 
reauthorization to the financial viability of the RTP.  He set a two week deadline for 
comments. 

 
6. FREEWAY SERVICE PATROL 
 

Brittany Odermann summarized the staff report.  She stated that the report was included in 
the September SBCAG Board packet.  Bret Stewart asked if the FSP vehicles are marked.  
Brittany replied that each vehicle is marked with the Santa Barbara County FSP logo.  
Steve Maas inquired about FSP towing and whether there is a roving flatbed truck for 4WD 
vehicles.  Brittany replied no, but FSP tows are strictly to get vehicles off of the freeway 
resulting in short tow distances.  Bruce Nybo noted that the service appears to be working 
well in reducing recurring incidents on the freeway.  George Amoon asked if the service is 
funded through a grant. Brittany replied affirmatively and added that the Service Authority 
for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) account also contributes to FSP.  Bruce Nybo asked if 
numbers could be provided that compare northbound versus southbound and the morning 
and evening commute hours.  Brittany responded that incident time and location are 
recorded at the time of assist so that type of information could be put together for 
distribution.  Kevin McCune asked what it would take to expand the FSP service 
boundaries.  Steve VanDenburgh replied that a cost-benefit analysis is required and a local 
match would need to be identified.  Kevin asked if the program funding is distributed on a 
formula basis.  Steve replied that funding is based on the length of service segment and a 
cost-benefit analysis not formula distribution.    
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7. FTA 5307 FUNDING 
 

Brittany presented the information in the staff report and the recommendation to approve an 
amendment to the 2007 FTIP to program FTA 5307 funds to projects in the Lompoc, Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara urbanized areas for federal fiscal years 2007-2009.  Following a 
motion by Steve Maas seconded by Bruce Nybo the staff recommendation was approved.  

 
8. STIP CONTRACT AWARDS 
 

Brittany Odermann summarized the staff report notifying local agencies of changes to the 
STIP program guidelines that require that contracts be awarded within 6 months of a 
construction allocation by the CTC.  Brittany distributed a handout created to remind local 
agencies of the STIP deadlines as they relate to the timely use of funds requirements. 
 

9. ITS SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY 101 MASTER PLAN 
 

Brittany Odermann reviewed the staff report inviting local agencies to participate in the ITS 
coordination effort.  Steve VanDenburgh asked the north county representatives if they were 
interested in participating in the ITS Master Plan development.  Bruce Nybo responded that 
he didn’t think it was necessary but hoped that information would continue to be shared with 
north county agencies.  Steve replied that the Committee would continue to receive updates.  
 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pat Mickelson announced the availability of two federal funding programs, Save Routes to 
Schools Grant and Truck Parking Facility Grant Program.  She provided some contact 
information and indicated she would e-mail more information to TTAC shortly. 
 
Bill Yim distributed the traffic count program schedule and list of contacts. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh announced the FSTIP, including the SBCAG FTIP, had been approved. 
 
Jeff Edwards announced that the Buellton Council Chambers was a wireless facility and the 
Council Meetings were paperless relying on individual computers.   
 
Kevin solicited involvement in the SB/SLO Counties Chapter of the American Public Works 
Association.   He added that the City of Lompoc had an Engineering Associate position 
open. 
 

11. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business TTAC adjourned. 
 

 


