
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: Surface Transportation Program 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  August 3, 2006  AGENDA ITEM:    7  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Steve VanDenburgh 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Discuss options for programming STP funds in FYs 07/08 and 
08/09 received from a CMAQ\STP exchange with the Sacramento Area Council of   
Governments. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
In July, the SBCAG Board approved a memorandum of understanding to exchange $5,958,993 
in CMAQ apportionment for $2,979,496 in federal STP apportionment and obligational authority 
with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG).    
 
It is SBCAG staff’s recommendation that the STP funds gained from this exchange be made 
available for programming to local agencies for local purposes, to augment local street repair 
programs or for other uses proposed by local agencies.   
 
Because the SACOG region had an urbanized area with a population of greater than 200,000 in 
the 1990 census, it doesn’t qualify for the state exchange STP program, whereby Caltrans 
keeps federal STP apportionments for a region and gives the regional agency state cash.   
Therefore, the STP funds SBCAG will receive from this exchange will be federal STP.   
 
The STP apportionment received for FY 2007/08 must be fully obligated in that fiscal year.  So 
too will the apportionment for 2008/09 because obligational authority doesn’t carry over.  That 
means programming would need to be done to projects that are ready to obligate funds in those 
years.  Otherwise, the STP apportionments gained from the exchange with SACOG would be of 
as little value as the CMAQ apportionments we had that were going to lapse. 
 
Federal vs. Non-Federal Options 
We have at least two options for how to handle the STP funds being federalized.   
 
1. We could program the funds to federally eligible STP projects.  Project sponsors would 

be required to follow federal procedures working through the Caltrans local assistance 
office.    

 



 

 

2. The federal STP funds could be programmed to a project that is using federal funds and 
Measure D or state STP funds and could meet the obligation deadlines.  A 
corresponding amount of Measure D funds or state STP funds could be backed out of 
the project and made available for programming to local projects.  This would eliminate 
the need to federalize many small local projects, keep the administrative costs for local 
projects as low as possible, and put the funds at less risk because perhaps one project 
sponsor with a project that could definitely be obligated would get the STP funds, versus 
nine or more local agencies.  The only federalized regional Measure D project still to be 
delivered is the Milpas\Cabrillo Hot Springs project.  However, the approximately $11.7 
million in Measure D programmed to the project is committed almost entirely for right of 
way purchases, which are currently underway and are scheduled to be completed next 
Spring.  Using federal STP funds in FY 07/08 and 08/09 would delay the project’s right of 
way purchases.  

 
Competitive\Formula Options 
Once it has been decided if the funds will be left federalized or exchanged with a Measure D or 
State STP project, funds could be distributed to local agencies by formula using the LSTP 
formula (which is used to distribute $1,872,755 to local agencies) or the Measure D local 
program formula, through a competitive process like RSTP, or part of the funding could be 
distributed by formula and the rest through a competitive process so that agencies like MTD can 
be assured of a chance to compete for funding.   
 
When discussing whether a competitive or non-competitive process should be pursued to 
program funds, TTAC should consider that in the 2006 RTIP, the Board deleted low CTC priority 
projects from the STIP.  Local road rehab projects were given priority for STP funds to replace 
the STIP funds, and all obligations to local road rehabilitation projects have been met.   The 
non-rehab STIP projects that have NOT been funded from other sources are: 
 

AGENCY Project # PROJECT 
STIP 

FUNDS 
S B County 1201 School zone signs, markings, near 53 schools (SO) 400
SBCAG 1214 Traffic solutions program maintenance (State only) 250
SBCAG 1215 Traffic solutions program enhancement (State only) 17
Santa Maria 1212 School zone signs, markings, near 19 schools (SO) 50
Carpinteria 223E Coast Route Bike Path improvements (02S-01) 614
S B County 1205 South Coast traffic mgmt center, ITS equipment 1,760

 
TTAC may want to consider funding these projects with STP funds. 
 
Recommendation   
SBCAG staff has no recommendation at this time.  We would like to discuss the options in this 
staff report with TTAC.   
 
It may be best to discuss these options with options for how CMAQ phase-out funding should be 
programmed as in agenda item #7.  Projects that aren’t funded with CMAQ could be funded with 
these STP funds. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


