
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, July 6, 2006 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Kevin McCune (Chair) City of Lompoc 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara  
Bruce Nybo City of Santa Maria 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Kent Epperson SBCAG 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
Brittany Odermann SBCAG 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
George Amoon City of Goleta 
Rose Hess City of Buellton  
Jim Talbott SMOOTH 
Jerry Estrada SBMTD 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Kevin McCune called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Kevin McCune asked for public comments and there were none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Bret Stewart, the minutes of June 1, 2006 

were approved unanimously.   
�

4. CMAQ\STP EXCHANGE WITH THE SACRAMENTO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented the report. 
 
Bret Stewart asked if the exchange would diminish other obligation authority.  Steve 
VanDenburgh responded that it did not diminish other obligational authority. 
 
Bret Stewart asked if the funding was harder to spend because it would be federal STP 
funding rather than State Exchange STP and Steve VanDenburgh responded affirmatively.   
 
Bruce Nybo asked if the STP funds could be programmed to a Measure D project so that 
Measure D funds could be available for programming and Steve VanDenburgh responded 
affirmatively. 
 
Jerry Estrada asked if anyone else was interested in exchanging funds and Steve 
responded that SACOG was the only agency that was interested. 
 
Rob Dayton asked if there were any CMAQ projects that will not be finished due to the 
phase out of CMAQ funding for Santa Barbara County.  Steve VanDenburgh did not have 
an answer said he would provide the information. 
 
Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Rob Dayton, the recommendation to 
approve the item was approved unanimously.   

 
5. JARC \ NEW FREEDOM SAFETEA-LU TRANSIT FUNDING PROGRAMS 
 
 Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report and announced that a separate meeting to 

discuss federal transit funding would follow the TTAC meeting.  
 
 Steve VanDenburgh mentioned that the South Coast population was approximately 4,000 

residents short of 200,000 which would place the Santa Barbara Urbanized Area into a 
different funding level. 

 
 Rob Dayton asked what will be done for the next Census count and Steve VanDenburgh 

responded that figures might be grandfathered. 
 
6. CONGESTION MITIGATION AIR QUALITY PHASE-OUT 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh presented the staff report.   He said that SBCAG has been working 

with AMBAG to build consensus and get support on extending CMAQ funding for areas that 
are in air quality attainment.   Legislation was pending to make $%1.9 million available over 
fiscal years 06/07 and 07/08.   He said that funding needs to be obligated be certain 
deadlines or obligation authority associated with the funds will go away.  SBCAG needs to 
find projects that can be obligated and funding Traffic Solutions is the least risky because 
the program can utilize the funds immediately.  SBCAG can also issue a call for projects, 
but funds need to be obligated between January 1, 2007 and June 30, 2007. 
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 Bruce Nybo asked how $1.9 million can be obligated by the deadlines if the Traffic 

Solutions budget is less than $600,000 per year and Steve VanDenburgh responded that 
the amount of funding obligated could exceed expected expenditures in a fiscal year, if the 
funds are actually expended over a longer period. 

 
 Rob Dayton asked what Traffic Solutions’ other funding sources were over the next three 

years and Steve VanDenburgh responded that there are not any other funding sources. 
 
 Kent Epperson mentioned that Traffic Solutions is assuming CMAQ as a revenue source 

between Fiscal Years 07/08 through 9/10. 
 
 Jerry Estrada asked who the grantee was for the Clean Air Express and Steve 

VanDenburgh responded that SBCAG is the grantee. 
 
 Kevin McCune asked when SBCAG anticipated transferring operation of the Clean Air 

Express and Kent Epperson responded that transfer was anticipated in Fiscal year 2007/08. 
 
 Bret Stewart asked if there as any advantage to using CMAQ funds on projects that we 

cannot use STP funds for and Steve VanDenburgh responded that 3-year transit pilot 
programs can be funded with CMAQ as well as new service or enhancements.   

 
 Bret Stewart asked if hybrid vehicles would be eligible for STP funds and Jerry Estrada 

responded that the vehicles would score fine if they were new. 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh mentioned that he wasn’t sure if hybrid vehicles were eligible for STP 

funds. 
 
 Kevin McCune asked Kent Epperson to expand some more on the Traffic Solutions budget. 
 
 Kent Epperson provided more background on the budget highlighting new projects such as 

the TDM Element of the Milpas/Hot Springs Operational Improvement, the second phase of 
the Flexwork program, enhancing the Coast Express to Goleta, reprint of maps, commuter 
profile, and implementing TDM elements from 101 In Motion, as well as the development of 
a new North County TDM program focusing on commuters destined for Lompoc, Santa 
Ynez Valley and Santa Maria. 

 
 Bruce Nybo asked why the staff budget was increasing after the Clean Air Express was 

assumed to be transferred to another agency and Kent Epperson responded that the 
increase in staff budget charged to CMAQ was related to the increase in Traffic Solutions 
activities associated with the Milpas to Hot Springs project and the 101 In Motion TDM 
programs 

 
 Steve Maas asked if Traffic Solutions was hiring new staff. 
  
 Kent Epperson responded that the plan is for Scott Spaulding to be retained at SBCAG 

after the Clean Air Express is transferred to another agency.  His time would be split 
between SBCAG projects and Traffic Solutions projects such as the Milpas to Hot Springs 
project and the 101 In Motion TDM projects. 
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 George Amoon asked if the Milpas/Hot Springs project would be paying for Scott 
Spaulding’s salary and Kent Epperson responded that part of his salary would be paid 
through the Milpas to Hot Springs project. 

 
 Jerry Estrada asked if there were a deadline for allocating the CMAQ funding and Steve 

VanDenburgh responded that staff had anticipated allocation of funding to Traffic Solutions 
as part of the Board’s approval of the 2006 FTIP.  If allocated after approval of the FTIP, 
then an amendment would have to be executed. 

 
 Bruce Nybo expressed that he was not opposed to staff’s recommendation, but 

recommended the addition of more analysis and justification and waiting another month 
before presenting the item to the SBCAG Board. 

 
 Kevin McCune asked if additional staff would be hired and Steve VanDenburgh responded 

that there wouldn’t be additional staff hired. 
 
 Bret Stewart agreed that the item be delayed another month for more explanation. 
 
 Rob Dayton asked if the item should be presented as a Traffic Solutions item rather than a 

CMAQ item.  Kent Epperson responded that staff wanted to keep the Clean Air Express 
separate from the Traffic Solutions item since the Clean Air Express transfer is being 
considered as part of the North County Transit Plan. 

 
 Kevin McCune asked if there were other needs regionally and that should be added to the 

staff report. 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh asked the committee if the item should be taken as an information item 

to the SBCAG Board in July.  Bruce Nybo mentioned that would be a good idea, but to not 
include the budget in the staff report. 

 
Kevin McCune recommended adding more detail and comparing the budget to prior years. 
 
Bret Stewart asked if the legislation to extend CMAQ availability to Santa Barbara County 
has been taken to the Board and Steve VanDenburgh responded that it had not. 
 
Bret recommended informing the Board in the staff report that funding is available by 
legislation to SBCAG. 
 
The Committee motioned to table the item to the August 2006 meeting. 

 
7. 2007 FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Karin Hodin presented the staff report and distributed three additional handouts: State 
approval for FTIP Amendment #22, updated project pages, and extra summaries of FTIP 
programmed funds and revenues. 
 
Karin mentioned that the 2007 FTIP had to be SAFETEA-LU compliant by July 1, 2007, 
otherwise the FTIP and all federal project funds and amendments would be in lockdown. 
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Kent Epperson asked if the FTIP accounts for the additional STP funding and Karin 
responded that RSTP and LSTP funds are incorporated into the FTIP for its triennial period, 
2006/7 through 2008/9. 
 
Karin added that there were minor changes to be included in the report being presented to 
the SBCAG Board on July 20, 2006, which would then be finalized and sent to the State for 
approval by August 1st  After State approval , the FTIP is sent on to the Federal Highway 
and Transit Administrations and the EPA for concurrence. 
 
Bruce Nybo asked if the version on the SBCAG website was correct and Karin Hodin 
responded that a couple changes had been received since the posting of that version. 
 
Steve Maas suggested adding the date to the FTIP document cover so people knew how 
current the version posted was. 
 
Kevin McCune asked how important the ‘prior’ column on the FTIP project pages is and 
Steve VanDenburgh responded that the focus of the FTIP is on the first three years of the 
program. 
 
George Amoon asked how a grant should be programmed if it were for $1 million over four 
years and the need in the first year is for $300,000.  Steve VanDenburgh responded that the 
total $1 million amount for a component like construction should be programmed in the first 
year. 
 
George Amoon asked what if the funding is not spent in the first year and Steve 
VanDenburgh responded that so long as the funds are obligated, there are many years o 
expend the funds.   George Amoon asked what would happen if funds were programmed in 
the Preliminary Engineering phase but needed to be moved around.  Karin Hodin responded 
that the expedited project selection procedures policy allowed for SBCAG’s Executive 
Director to make changes that wouldn’t require a formal FTIP amendment. 
 
Karin Hodin mentioned that LSTP/RSTP funds are reimbursable the year after the year they 
are programmed. 
 
Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Brett Stewart, the recommendation to 
approve the 2006 FTIP pending technical corrections was approved unanimously. 

 
8. LOCAL STREETS AND ROADS NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented the staff report. 
 
Bret Stewart asked if every agency had to use the same report format and Steve 
VanDenburgh responded that agencies need to input the data in a specific format to be 
consistent statewide and allow the data to be entered in statewide database. 
 
George Amoon asked if there was an estimate on how long it would take to get the info and 
Steve VanDenburgh responded that he wasn’t sure. 
 
Bret Stewart asked if information would be pulled of the report and Steve VanDenburgh 
responded affirmatively and said key data would be reported to the legislature and governor.   
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Kevin McCune mentioned that TMS data does exist. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh asked agencies to send emails to him if they had any comments or 
questions.   
 
Kevin McCune asked if it were in agencies best interest to submit data and Steve 
VanDenburgh responded affirmatively and that the information would be submitted to the 
legislature to make the case that local agency street and road needs should be the next big 
transportation issue addressed in Sacramento.    

 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Kent Epperson mentioned that SBCAG and Traffic Solutions now have a North County 
satellite office in Santa Maria. 
 
Steve VanDenburgh announced that the construction portion of Santa Maria 6-lane 
widening project had been awarded and that construction will begin in early August 2006. 

 
10. ADJOURN 

 
There being no other business TTAC adjourned. 

 
 


