
 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: 2006 Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
 
MEETING DATE: April 6, 2006  AGENDA ITEM: 9 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive a report on the CTC’s preliminary review of SBCAG’s 2006 RTIP. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Steve VanDenburgh 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The CTC staff is expected to release its recommended draft State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) on Friday, April 7, the day after the TTAC meeting.  In the draft STIP, they will 
incorporate the Regional Transportation Improvement Programs submitted by regional agencies 
around the State and the Interregional TIP (ITIP) through which Caltrans tells the CTC how its 
share of the STIP funds should be programmed in the STIP   The CTC is scheduled to adopt 
the 2006 STIP at its meeting in Fresno on April 26/27. 
 
We have received questions from the CTC staff about our RTIP centered on currently 
programmed projects and the new start Highway 101 widening project proposed for 
programming and have provided them with technical background information.   
 
They have informed us that one project—the city of Goleta’s Los Carneros Road interchange 
landscaping project, which was programmed in our RTIP for $155,000 in STIP-TE for 
construction, will not be included in the draft 2006 STIP.  The project was attempting to match 
federal STIP-TE dollars to an old federal State-TE landscaping project; only non-federal 
matches are allowed for old State TE projects.  SBCAG staff will help the City of Goleta find 
another non-federal source as a match if the city is still interested in seeing the project 
delivered. 
 
The CTC staff informed the regional agencies that, based on their first cut compilation of RTIPs 
and the ITIP, the level of funding programmed for highway/road projects far outstrips the revised 
fund estimate capacity.  The fund estimate identified $455 million in new capacity for highways 
and roads.  Against that, about $1.3 billion in new programming proposals have been made, 
including cost increases and new projects.  On the transit side (Public Transportation Account), 
the fund estimate identified $1.355 billion in capacity, but the proposals total about $622 million.  
None of this means that regional agencies or Caltrans have done anything wrong.  The regions 
were asked to program their RTIPs according to their priorities.  What all this means is that the 
restrictions on funding are out of line with the transportation needs that the regions and Caltrans 
are identifying.  For transportation enhancement (TE) projects, proposals are much more closely 
aligned to capacity. 
 



 
 
 
SBCAG had approximately $45 million in new programming capacity incorporated into its RTIP.  
Most of the additional capacity has been programmed in the RTIP to cover cost increases for 
projects that are already programmed in the STIP.   CTC staff have indicated that due to the 
limitations on programming capacity as little as 20% of the highway project funding requested 
through the RTIP’s submitted by regions will actually end up being included in the STIP.  If this 
ratio is applied uniformly to all regions, it might mean that SBCAG could receive perhaps only 
$9 million in new capacity, which would largely be used up by additional programming to 
existing projects that have experienced cost increases.  The estimate of $9 million does not 
include the approximately $10 million in capacity created by deleting existing rehab and other 
projects low on the CTC’s allocation priority list.  Capacity from deleted projects will also largely 
be absorbed by cost increases.    
 
Not surprisingly, at state meetings, the CTC staff have made discouraging comments about the 
possibility of New Start projects being recommended for funding in the STIP.   SBCAG has one 
New Start project proposed--$7 million for environmental studies and preliminary engineering on 
the Highway 101 South Coast widening project.   SBCAG’s RTIP also requested that the CTC 
program $7 million in ITIP funds to the project.  An additional $1.4 million in ITIP was requested 
for the Santa Maria River Bridge project for right of way and PS&E as a match to a federal 
earmark and STIP funds programmed by SBCAG and SLOCOG.   
 
Caltrans’ ITIP does not include any funding for the 101 Widening New Start project or as a 
match to SBCAG and SLOCOG’s STIP funds and earmarks programmed to the Santa Maria 
River Bridge for PS&E and right of way.  All of the new ITIP capacity is used for cost increases 
on existing projects except for one New Start project: $5 million for preparation of the 
environmental document on an Interstate 710 project leading in\out of the Ports of L.A. and 
Long Beach.   
 
SBCAG staff will share any other information about the STIP that we become aware of with 
TTAC at the meeting or in an e-mail correspondence after the STIP is released. 
 
 
  
 
 
    


