
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, July 7, 2005 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Heather Diez  City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Greg Nielsen City of Goleta 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
Brad Vidro City of Solvang 
 
Others Present 
 
Stephen VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Susan Warnstrom 4th District Office 
Darleen Panico Caltrans Local Assistance 
Claudia Espino Caltrans Planning 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there were none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Kevin McCune and seconded by Pat Mickelson, the Minutes of May 5 

were unanimously approved with the addition of Sherrie Fisher of MTD as the designated 
voting member.  
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4. PROGRAMMING OF LSTP FUNDS 

 
Steve VanDenburgh presented the staff report, which recommended programming LSTP 
funds to local jurisdictions for fiscal years 2005/06 and 2006/07 and programming LSTP 
funds to the cities of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara in the amount of $514,000 and 
$697,000, respectively, to allow them to invoice for unclaimed funds in FY 97/98 and 98/99. 
 
Mr. VanDenburgh explained that the apportionment formula for the programming of LSTP 
funds for fiscal years 02/03, 03/04 and 04/05 seemed to overstate the unincorporated 
population in the Santa Ynez, Los Olivos, Los Alamos and Cuyama area by about 15,000 
persons, resulting in the County and city of Santa Barbara receiving a higher apportionment 
of funds for those fiscal years.  Using a revised formula, and DOF population estimates from 
January 1, 2005, that population was redistributed to the Santa Maria and Santa Barbara 
urbanized areas, lowering Santa Barbara’s apportionment amount for fiscal years 05/06 and 
06/07.  
 
After discussion by TTAC, it was decided that the apportionments were not time sensitive 
and that TTAC members would take an additional month to review the recommended 
apportionments.  Agencies that wanted their 05/06 apportionments programmed to a 
specific project, and not listed with a general road rehabilitation designation, were to contact 
SBCAG staff and provide the project title. 

 
5. STIP UPDATE 
 
 Steve VanDenburgh updated TTAC on the amount of funding available and the California 

Transportation Commission allocation priorities for fiscal year 2005/06 projects and the 
potential programming challenges for the 2006 RTIP.  He said $500 million was available for 
allocation to projects in the top two priority project categories in 05/06 as established by the 
CTC.  He reviewed the three categories and the projects programmed in each category.  He 
indicated that the CTC was allocating funds only to projects in the top two categories, and 
that in September the CTC would evaluate the amount of allocations made and determine if 
allocations would be made to projects in the third category, including local street 
rehabilitation projects and Traffic Solutions.  He noted that the Santa Maria six-lane project, 
in the second priority category, was scheduled to receive an allocation vote at the CTC’s 
July 14 meeting in San Diego. 

 
 Mr. VanDenburgh said that the CTC had adopted a two-tiered approach for regional 

agencies to use in preparing their 2006 RTIP's and that one tier would assume some new 
funding capacity would be available, perhaps for those counties such as Santa Barbara 
carrying an unprogrammed county balance.  And the other would assume that no new 
funding would be available or that negative funding would be available, possibly requiring 
deleting some projects from the STIP.  Mr. VanDenburgh indicated that the estimate of 
funding to be used in preparing the RTIP would be adopted by the CTC in September. 

 
6. 2004 SHOPP For Santa Barbara County 
 

Claudia Espino of Caltrans, District 5 presented the item.  She is the head of Advance 
Planning, Programming and Modeling.  Ms. Espino presented the 2004 SHOPP which is a 
four-year program of projects administered by Caltrans for the 2004/2005 through 
2007/2008 fiscal years.  Ms. Espino said that projects are approved for inclusion in the 
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SHOPP on a statewide competitive basis with safety improvements having the highest 
priority.  She said that a draft 2006 SHOPP Plan is currently being developed which should 
be final in early 2006. 

 
7. LOSSAN NORTH STRATEGIC RAIL PLAN 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report and summarized the draft Los Angeles – San 
Diego – San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) North Corridor Strategic Plan.  Brett Stewart supported 
the need for more attention given to rail as an alternative route in the event of an emergency 
road closure.  Staff pointed out that during the severe storm event earlier in the year the rail 
line was more severely impacted by mudslides and was out of service longer than the 
roadway so this could be problematic.  Brett and others also requested more information on 
rail “Quiet Zones” in an effort to address train whistle noise complaints from local citizens.  
Bruce Nybo asked about the value of the Plan and Michael replied that it would identify 
improvements that could be funded through federal, state, regional, and/or local funding 
programs.  

 
8. COMMUNICATIONS 
  

Bruce Nybo noted that Article on “Complete Streets” courtesy of Vijaya Jammalamadaka, 
APCD distributed in the Agenda package 
 
Michael Powers distributed copies of the 2004 Metropolitan Transportation Plan and 2005 
Transit Needs Assessment.   
 
Steve VanDenburgh stated that the recently approved state budget included an extra $2 
million for Freeway Service Patrols, including one in the County.   
 
Steve Maas asked about a VCTC Rail study and Michael replied that it was funded by 
SCAG based on a request from VCTC.   
 

9. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business TTAC adjourned about 10:45 AM. 
 
 


