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SUBJECT: Expedited Project Selection Procedures 
 
MEETING DATE: May 5, 2005  AGENDA ITEM:     4 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve Expedited Project Selection Procedures for the Federal Transportation Improvement 
Program. 
 
SUMMARY: 
Expedited Project Selection Procedures approved by SBCAG will allow projects to advance in 
the FTIP without going through a formal approval process with the State and federal transit and 
highway agencies that may take from thirty to sixty days.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
Currently for SBCAG, the FTIP amendment approval process lasts from thirty to sixty days 
which can delay projects from advancing on schedule.  Generally, projects that are amended in 
the FTIP require approval by the local Metropolitan Planning Organization board (SBCAG) 
through adoption of a resolution amending the FTIP, the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA).  
 
Federal regulations (23 CFR 450.332) require MPO’s to adopt procedures to expedite the 
amendment process for projects within the FTIP.  Projects that are eligible to use this process 
are: 

• Financially constrained and have been determined by MPO staff to be administrative 
in nature.   

• Do not need an adopted MPO board resolution. 
 
To avoid potential delays and address federal regulations, staff is recommending approval of 
the attached expedited project selection procedure process.  This would become Appendix C of 
the 2004 FTIP.  Adoption of these procedures would be timely:  the Federal Highway 
Administration has announced that California faces a potential “lockdown” of its FSTIP this 
Summer which would block amendments to projects in SBCAG’s FTIP until the lockdown is 
lifted.  The lockdown is related to the potential diversion of Prop. 42 transportation revenues to 
the State’s general fund in the FY 05/06 State budget.  It is unclear how long this lockdown 
would last, but these expedited procedures would help agencies process amendments more 
quickly and avoid becoming entangled in the lockdown. 
 
Utilizing the expedited procedures would be optional for a project sponsor and SBCAG.  
Projects may still be amended using the regular FTIP amendment process.   
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2004 FTIP 
 

APPENDIX C 
 

Expedited Project Selection Procedures 
 

Federal regulation (23 CFR 450.332) requires Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s) to 
adopt procedures to expedite the amendment process for projects within the FTIP.  Projects that 
are eligible to use this process are: 
 

• Financially constrained and have been determined by MPO staff to be administrative 
in nature.   

• Do not need an adopted MPO board resolution. 
 

Utilizing the expedited procedures is optional.  Projects may still be amended using the regular 
FTIP amendment process.   
 
When using expedited procedures, the following process will be employed by SBCAG:  
 

1. The project sponsor will notify SBCAG staff in writing of the need to advance a project or 
project component that is identified in the 2004 FTIP. 

 
2. SBCAG staff shall determine if sufficient financial capacity exists in the FTIP to advance 

the project into an earlier year.  If sufficient financial capacity does not exist, SBCAG 
staff shall give the project sponsor the opportunity to identify a project listed in the FTIP 
within its jurisdiction that can be delayed for the other project to advance.  If such 
substitution is not possible, then SBCAG staff shall advise the project sponsor that the 
project advancement is not feasible. 

 
3. If sufficient financial capacity does exist, SBCAG staff shall administratively amend the 

2004 FTIP to advance projects that meet financial constraint requirements. 
 
SBCAG staff shall prepare a biannual information report to the SBCAG Board of Directors to 
identify projects, if any, which have been advanced using these procedures. 


