
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, April 7, 2005 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Rob Dayton  City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Jerry Estrada SBMTD 
Greg Nielsen City of Goleta 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
Greg Nielsen City of Goleta 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Stephen VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Kent Epperson SBCAG 
Jim Damkowitch SBCAG 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
George Amoon County of Santa Barbara 
Darleen Panico Caltrans Local Assistance 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there were none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 Following a motion by Rob Dayton, seconded by Dale Lipp, the Minutes of March 3 were 

unanimously approved.  
 
4. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia presented an overview of the Transit Needs Assessment report, and the 
findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet.”  Ms. Garcia gave a brief overview of the 
pubic participation process, public testimony, findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to 
meet” and policy considerations, which included discussion on farm labor transportation in 
the Santa Maria Valley, a North County long range regional transit plan and review of the 
TDA definitions.  Ms. Garcia highlighted the service improvements by the North County 
transit agencies and identified the trend of jurisdictions allocating more LTF Article 8 funds 
to transit and less to streets and roads.   
 
Brett Stewart asked about additional funding of transit programs, responding to the public 
testimony regarding expressed transit needs, and the evaluation of a pilot van pool program 
for the farm laborers in the Santa Maria County.  Mr. Stewart asked if this would respond to 
current and future litigation regarding the allocation of TDA funds.  Michael Powers 
responded that SBCAG in conjunction with the transit agencies, have been working to 
respond to expressed transit needs and are currently working with the litigants of last year’s 
findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet”.  Mr. Powers further explained the 
direction of the evaluation of the vanpool program by Santa Barbara County, stating that due 
to the physical constraints of fixed route transit, a van pool response may be the only viable 
public transit response to the request for service to the fields in the Santa Maria Valley area. 
 
Following a motion by Brett Steward and seconded by Pat Mickelson, the 2005 Transit 
Needs Assessment and findings of “unmet need” and “reasonable to meet” was 
unanimously approved.  Greg Nielsen and Bruce Nybo expressed their appreciation to Ruth 
for her work on this project. 

 
5. PROJECT PROGRAMMING AND OBLIGATION AUTHORITY 
 
 A.   CMAQ FTIP Amendment  
  
 Steve VanDenburgh presented the staff recommendation to close out the CMAQ program in 

Santa Barbara County.  SBCAG staff recommended that CMAQ apportionment and 
obligational authority priority be provided to the North County Intercommunity Transit 
Service and Traffic Solutions.  He noted that the City of Santa Barbara’s Pershing Park 
Multi-Purpose Pathway had recently obligated $50,000 for PE, using up some of the 
obligational authority available in the 04/05 fiscal year.  He stated that SBCAG staff also 
recommended that $354,000 in RSTP be programmed to a project in Lompoc as a 
replacement for a CMAQ project that Lompoc had not obligated funds for and used local 
funds for instead.  He said $175,000 in STIP-TE was recommended for the construction of 
the Pershing Park Pathway.  He noted that since the March 11 CMAQ workshop, UCSB had 
notified SBCAG that its CNG fueling station project was no longer viable and that SBCAG 
staff had determined that funding for Solvang’s two CMAQ funded bicycle projects had 
lapsed.  He noted that the city of Carpinteria’s Old Town Bike Path project and the San Jose 
Creek Bike Path project could not be accommodated by the remaining apportionment and 
OA in the CMAQ program.  He said that the City of Santa Maria had submitted a request for 
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$150,000 for marketing of the North County Intercommunity Transit Service when they 
thought the region would receive CMAQ funds for the 05/06 fiscal year, too.  He said that in 
conversations with city of Santa Maria staff, they were willing to waive the request so that 
the North County Transit and Traffic Solutions programs could receive priority. 

 
 Jerry Estrada, MTD, said that he felt MTD was in a similar situation to Lompoc, having given 

up $812,000 in apportionment and obligational authority for the South Coast Transit 
Priorities Project.  He said that a replacement project should be programmed for MTD too, 
and asked the group for consideration of programming a future project to MTD.  Rob Dayton 
said that credit should be given to MTD for making possible SBCAG staff’s recommendation 
to support the North County Transit and Traffic Solutions projects.     

 
 Gregg Nielsen, City of Goleta, said that there still was unprogrammed CMAQ apportionment 

and that the recommendation should include the programming of the apportionment by June 
1 to maximize the amount of funding coming into the region.  Steve VanDenburgh said that 
using the programmed apportionment was dependent on the availability of obligational 
authority, and that the region had received all of the OA it was historically entitled to for 
CMAQ according the Caltrans Headquarters at the March 11 workshop; no additional OA 
was going to be available for CMAQ projects.   Mr. Nielsen said that OA was always made 
available for programmed projects, and if we programmed projects by June 1, we would 
receive additional OA.  Darlene Panico, Caltrans Local Assistance, reported that during the 
agenda item she had called Denix Anbiah, Caltrans Headquarters, to ask if additional OA 
was available for CMAQ in Santa Barbara County, and Mr. Anbiah said SBCAG staff’s 
understanding of the issue was correct, that no additional OA for CMAQ projects was 
available.  Mr. Nielsen asked if programming of the CMAQ projects would be included in the 
recommendation that would be going to the SBCAG Board in April.  Mr. VanDenburgh 
responded that, if TTAC wanted to program CMAQ projects, it would be brought back to 
TTAC in May and would be handled at the May Board meeting.  Mr. Nielsen expressed 
concern that an FTIP amendment would have to be processed quickly to make the June 1 
deadline.  The group agreed to submit projects to SBCAG that could be funded with 
unprogrammed apportionment. 

 
 A motion to approve staff recommendation giving priority to the North County Transit project 

and Traffic Solutions was approved by TTAC, with Mr. Estrada of MTD voting in opposition. 
 
 B.  Draft FTIP Amendment Programming RSTP and STIP-TE for 2004/05 through 

2006/07   
 
 Steve VanDenburgh reviewed the availability of funding from the Regional Surface 

Transportation Program (RSTP) and STIP-Transportation Enhancement (TE) programs.  He 
noted that the group had previously reached a consensus to forgo a call for projects due to 
agencies indicating that they needed additional funding for programmed projects and 
delayed STIP projects.  He stated that the group could request that SBCAG staff prepare a 
draft FTIP amendment programming available funding to programmed projects, based on 
criteria which prioritized removing projects from the STIP in 05/06, as the top priority, and 
that TTAC could review the draft amendment and decide at that point if it would take an 
action to forgo a call for projects.  He indicated that the STP reconciliation had been 
completed and that included in a draft FTIP amendment would be funding for the cities of 
Santa Barbara and Santa Maria covering unclaimed LSTP for the 97/98 and 98/98 fiscal 
years.  Gregg Nielsen asked that a column be added to table 1 showing interest 
accumulated in the RSTP program.  Steve VanDenburgh stated that interest was included in 
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the funds available shown in table 1.  Rob Dayton, city of Santa Barbara, requested that 
SBCAG staff hold a workshop to discuss a draft FTIP amendment and allow TTAC members 
to review it and consider whether a draft amendment should be brought back to TTAC in 
May.  Steve VanDenburgh agreed to set a workshop up.      

 
6. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Jim Damkowitch reviewed the staff report including the revised recommendations and 
supplemental handout.  He provided some background on why SBCAG is requiring a one 
time seasonal count program at the Castillo St./Montecito St. intersection within the City of 
Santa Barbara.  In response to Kevin McCune, Jim indicated that if seasonal monitoring at 
this intersection indicates an episodic rather than a recurring congestion problem, SBCAG 
will not require the City of Santa Barbara to prepare a deficiency plan for this location.  Pat 
Mickelson indicated that the Highway 101 Operational Improvement projects have 
completed environmental and are now in the PS&E phase.  Jim indicated that he will include 
language in the staff report to the SBCAG board on the status of the Mission Street/Rte. 101 
SB-Ramp intersection deficiency plan improvements.  With a motion by Pat Mickelson and a 
second by Kevin McCune TTAC unanimously approved the staff report recommendations. 

 
7. OVERALL WORK PROGRAM, FY 2005-06 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report.  George Amoon asked if there was cost sharing 
among agencies expected for the future work on the Central Ave. /SR246 project.  Michael 
replied affirmatively.  Following a motion by Pat Mickelson, seconded by Kevin McCune, 
TTAC unanimously approved the SBCAG FY 2005-06 draft OWP. 

 
8. GATEWAY MONUMENT DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 
 

Pat Mickelson provided information on the new opportunities for local entities to enhance 
gateway entrances into their communities.   

 
9. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A.  Jim Damkowitch reminded those agencies that have still not submitted their HPMS 
updates to SBCAG to do so as soon as possible.  
B.  Michael Powers reported on the opportunities local agencies have for receiving funding 
from the SB 523 Bicycle Transportation Account program.   
C.  Michael Powers reminded those agencies that still have not submitted their local traffic 
count data to SBCAG as part of the county’s traffic count program schedule to do so as 
soon as possible  

 
10. ADJOURN 
  


