
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, February 3, 2005 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Rob Dayton  City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Marti Schultz City of Goleta 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
Bob Perkins SBCAG 
George Amoon County of Santa Barbara 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Larry Bean City of Lompoc 
Darleen Panico Caltrans Local Assistance 
Dan Herron Caltrans District 5 System Planning 
Tim Rochte Caltrans District 5 System Planning 
Susan Warnstrom 4th District Office 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order.  
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there was none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, seconded by Brett Stewart, the minutes of 
January 6, 2005 were unanimously approved with the correction of the spelling of Vijaya’s 
last name. 

 
4. FIVE-YEAR MEASURE D REVENUE ESTIMATES 
 

Bob Perkins presented the staff report.  Following a motion by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, 
seconded by Pat Mickelson, TTAC unanimously approved receipt of the Measure D 
Revenue Estimates for the five-year period beginning with the 2005-2006 fiscal year.  

 
5. FY 2005-2006 TDA/LTF APPORTIONMENTS 
 

Bob Perkins presented the staff report.  Following a motion by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, 
seconded by Pat Mickelson, TTAC unanimously approved the estimated apportionments of 
Local Transportation Funds to local agencies for the 2005-2006 fiscal year. 

 
6. 2005 PROGRAMMING CYCLE 
 

Steve VanDenburgh summarized the status of STP reconciliation for Karin Hodin, who was 
out of town.  Larry Bean said he was concerned that SBCAG was trying to take away 
funding from local agencies.  Mr. VanDenburgh reiterated that the STP reconciliation had 
two purposes: to determine if local agencies could invoice for projects they did not realize 
they could invoice for and to determine how much of the existing STP account balance was 
interest that could be programmed to projects during this programming cycle.  He 
apologized for the errant posting of programming notes on the SBCAG website which 
represented a snapshot of where the reconciliation of the STP program was on January 28 
which showed that if halted at that point, some agencies had invoiced for projects that had 
not been programmed.  He stated that, in those instances, there was very likely an 
amendment made to the FTIP showing the projects had been programmed, and SBCAG 
staff was researching this.  He said he expected the overprogramming issue to go away as 
more information became available about past programming decisions.  He encouraged 
TTAC members with comments or corrections on the reconciliation contact Ms. Hodin.  
Steve Maas asked if RSTP funds would be used to close the shortfall on the 101 Milpas\Hot 
Springs operational project.  Mr. VanDenburgh responded that it was unlikely that RSTP 
would be used; it would be more likely that unprogrammed Measure D regional funds would 
be used for that purpose.  He stated that SBCAG staff was treating unprogrammed Measure 
D regional funds as a contingency to help deliver still-to-be-completed Measure D projects. 
 
Mr. VanDenburgh reviewed requests from sponsoring agencies for funding for programmed 
projects as the first step in a new programming cycle.  He stated that for RSTP, that the 
amount of funding requested exceeded the apportionment estimate, so it did not look like a 
call for projects for RSTP would be needed.  He said that the amount of additional CMAQ 
funding requested for programmed projects was well below the apportionment estimate, and 
that a call for projects would be necessary.  He stated that SBCAG had been notified that all 
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CMAQ funds had to be programmed to projects and amended into the FTIP by June 15, 
2005.  Gregg Nielsen asked if it was possible to program the funds to a placeholder project 
and make amendments to reprogram it to other projects after meeting the deadline.  Michael 
Powers expressed concern that such an approach would make it difficult to assess the 
impact of the region’s conformity status if CMAQ funds were programmed to placeholder 
projects.  Rob Dayton asked how long SBCAG staff had known about the CMAQ deadline 
and Steve VanDenburgh explained that it was communicated to SBCAG staff in January.  
Mr. VanDenburgh explained that a new programming schedule would be prepared by 
SBCAG staff and distributed to TTAC members in light of the CMAQ deadline and that the 
call for projects would likely last only 30 days if the deadline was to be met.   Brett Stewart 
expressed concern that it would take the County longer than 30 days to respond because of 
the time it takes to agendize items on the Board of Supervisors’ agenda, among other 
issues.  Steve VanDenburgh said that he understood the County’s dilemma and would have 
SBCAG staff get a new schedule out to TTAC for review so agencies could review it.  As for 
STIP-TE, Mr. VanDenburgh clarified that SBCAG staff had been notified by CTC staff that 
TE funds were available only for programming in the 07/08 and 08/09 fiscal years, and that it 
wasn’t an urgency to program those funds in this cycle unless local agencies felt strongly 
that the funds should be programmed.    

 
7.  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN (RTP) 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the revised Goals and Policies within the context of 
the Policy Element of the draft Regional Transportation Plan.  Ms. Garcia explained that 
revisions to the goals and policies had been highlighted for review.  Ms. Garcia also 
explained that additional modal specific goals, Goals 7 through 13, were added per TTAC’s 
direction at the January meeting. 

 
Steve Maas stated that overall, MTD was pleased with the Goal and Policy revisions; 
however, because the MTD Board felt strongly about the need for the transit policies to 
include a reference to Measure D reauthorization to support transit services, he would have 
to vote against approval of the item. 

 
Rob Dayton expressed serious concerns about the development of the modal goal 
statements and the lack of interaction between himself and SBCAG staff.  Dale Lipp and 
Mr. Dayton asked for clarification of “short trips” in Goal 9.  After lengthy discussion and 
support for the inclusion of short trips in the Goal by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, Larry Bean 
suggested the rewording of Goal 9 to state, that (the RTP) shall “Promote bicycling as a 
commute alternative for access to activity and employment centers, interregional 
connectivity, and for short trips.”  Mr. Dayton inquired as to the inclusion of local bicycle 
projects in the RTP project list if short trips where a part of the goal.  Ms. Garcia explained 
that bicycle projects that are regional in nature, provide for links in regional networks or that 
are on the CMP network are included in the project list.  Ms. Garcia explained upon a 
question by Gregg Nielsen, that local bicycle projects would not be included in the project 
list; just as local roadway projects are not included in the RTP project list even though the 
Highways and Roadways goal refers to the maintenance and enhancement of the existing 
roadway system.  Mr. Dayton pointed out the inconsistency in Goal 12 on page 7 of the 
report and on page 13 of the report.  Ms. Garcia explained that it was an editing error and 
the correct language is on page 13 (the RTP shall) “Promote rail infrastructure and 
programs to increase rail use in Santa Barbara County as a means to reduce traffic 
congestion.” 
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Bruce Nybo suggested that the goals and policies not begin with the phrase, “The RTP 
shall”, rather the statement should begin with the verb, e.g. support, encourage, recognize. 

 
Upon a motion by Kevin McCune, seconded by Dale Lipp, the revised Goals and Policies, 
as modified by recommendations above, were approved by TTAC for public review, with 
one dissenting vote by Steve Maas. 
 

8.  STATE HIGHWAY RELINQUISHMENT PROCEDURES  
 

Tim Rochte, Chief of the Office of System Planning in Caltrans District 5 gave a brief 
presentation on a proposed new process for the relinquishment of State highways.  Tim 
stressed that this process is in draft form and is a work in progress.  
 
Tim mentioned that in the early 1990’s Caltrans identified several routes on the State 
system that would be prime candidates for relinquishment.  (A list of those routes along with 
the draft procedures was emailed to TTAC members after the meeting.)  Generally routes 
that primarily serve local traffic and not regional or interregional traffic are good routes for 
relinquishment. Tim acknowledged that given the current State fiscal crises, any analysis 
must show that the relinquishment of a State route is in the best interests of the State.  Tim 
indicated that District 5 is not currently advancing any requests for relinquishment and that it 
is up to the local agency to request this action.  Steve Wagner observed that 
relinquishments of state highways will mean a loss of STIP funds allocated to the County 
since the allocation criteria is state highway lane miles.  
 
Tim handed out a flow chart showing the proposed course of action.  He emphasized that 
relinquishment requires legislative action and briefly went through some of the steps that are 
being considered to facilitate this process.  He stated that the State is no longer required to 
relinquish a route in good repair unless it is due to a road relocation.    
 
As soon as the process for relinquishment has been finalized, Tim will let TTAC know.   
 

9. HIGHWAY PERFORMANCE MONITORING SYSTEM 
 

Michael Powers summarized the 2004 HPMS Sample Requirements for Santa Barbara 
County. 

 
10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Steve VanDenburgh announced a public meeting on the Measure D funded Route 154 
Group 2 projects scheduled for 3/10 at 6:30 in Solvang.  
 
Brett Stewart announced Old San Marcos Road was closed due to a slide. 
 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka expressed her appreciation to Rob Dayton for his comments on the 
need for mode specific goals in the RTP update.  
 

11. ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, TTAC adjourned. 


