
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Transportation Plan  
 
 
MEETING DATE: January 6, 2005  AGENDA ITEM: 4 A    
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve revised 2005 RTP Goals, Polices and Objectives for inclusion in the 2005 Regional 
Transportation Plan (with public review as a part of the draft RTP public review process) 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The final draft of the 2005 RTP Goals, Polices and Objectives has been completed.  The final 
revisions to the Goals, Policies and Objectives were developed from local agency comments at 
or shortly after the October 2004 TTAC meeting.  These changes have been highlighted.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Ruth Garcia, Michael Powers 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Appendix A: Written comments and responses 
Attachment: Final draft - 2005 RTP Goals, Policies and Objectives 
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APPENDIX A 

Written Comments and Responses 
 
County of Santa Barbara, Planning and Development  
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  14.2 Include in bullet point 2 the 
addition of “Class I” 

 
Added 

  14.6 Add: : “Encourage intermodality by 
including projects in the Action 
Element such as bike lockers at 
park and ride lots and transit 
facilities and bike racks on buses” 

Added through a revision of 
Objective 14.2 

  14.7 Add:  “Support federal and state 
transportation legislation that 
continues funding support for 
transit, particularly for operating 
expenses commensurate with 
transit’s expanded roll in 
addressing congestion and 
improving air quality”   

The RTP reflects as a whole that 
additional funding for all 
transportation modes is supported 
and will be expressed through 
narrative in general as well as 
specifically in regard for the need 
to re-authorize Measure D 

  15.1 Add:  “New pedestrian access 
ways and revisions to existing 
access ways over or under Route 
101 where possible should include 
provisions for bicycles” 

Added:  “Pedestrian and bicycle 
access ways that provide for 
intermodal network connectivity 
should be implemented where 
possible in those areas where 
Hwy 101 bisects communities” 

  15.3 Add: “ Pedestrian access ways 
must include lighting to encourage 
use; existing underpasses are 
dark, and should be modified” 

Objective 21.1 provides for safety, 
security and accessibility of 
pedestrian walk ways.  It is implicit 
that where lighting is needed for 
safety and security, it would be 
included in the project 
development.   

 16  Included in bullet point 1 the 
addition of “and identified in 
adopted agency recreational trail 
plans” 

Added: “or commuter bikeways 
identified in local agency 
circulation or recreational trail 
plans.”  SBCAG staff is of the 
opinion that bikeways in the Plan 
need to provide commuter service, 
not be solely recreational in 
purpose.  A bikeway can provide 
both commuter & recreation 
services. 

 17  Add: “or” to congestion and/(or) 
enhancing mobility” 

Both are important elements of 
transportation policy 

 17 
(sic) 

 Add:  “The RTP shall provide for 
increased availability of intercity 
passenger rail service as a mode 
of public transportation to serve 

Added:  “The RTP shall promote 
for increased availability of 
intercity passenger rail service as 
a mode of public transportation to 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 
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the region” serve the region” (Policy 22) 
 
County of Santa Barbara, Planning and Development (cont.) 
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 17.1  Add:  “SBCAG shall support 
federal and state policies and 
programs that maintain or expand 
the level of passenger rail service, 
the acquisition of rolling stock, and 
the rehabilitation/upgrade of 
railways” 

See comments to Objective 14.7 
and Policy 17. 

 18  Add: “and/or other means of 
mobility are not possible” 

Added: “However, consideration of 
alternative means of capacity 
enhancement is encouraged.”  
SBCAG staff is of the opinion that 
the request as submitted would 
limit the addition of lanes, and 
should be a local agency decision. 

 19  Add: “a designated State scenic 
highway” 

Added 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 
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City of Santa Barbara 
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All  

 
  

Have a goal for each policy 
subject  For example, one for 
Systems Integration, Airports, 
Bikes, Peds, Transit, etc. 

 
The Goals provide the guiding 
principles and sets the tone for the 
development of the transportation 
network.  Having a policy for each 
mode would not promote a 
seamless multimodal 
transportation system 
development.   

6   Change Goal 6 to read, 
“Encourage land use decision and 
growth patterns that will reduce or 
eliminate the need to further 
expand the regional roadway 
network.” 

Based upon comments received, 
Goal 6 has been revised and now 
states, “Encourage land use 
decisions that shape the demand 
for transportation services which 
encourages community vitality and 
environmental sensitivity for 
current and future generations.” 

 New  Include a policy that encourages 
the development of readily 
available public bike parking and 
places to lock up. 

Objective 14.2 has been revised 
to state, “Encourage local 
jurisdictions to adopt a capital 
improvement program for 
bikeways and/or bicycle facility 
amenities, to include weather 
protected and secure bicycle 
parking, with a commitment to 
program funding. 

 2  Add a bullet that states, “Provides 
for a wide variety of travel modes 
and choices.” 

Added with slight revision, 
“Provide for a variety of 
transportation modes and 
opportunities for intermodal 
connectivity.” 

 6  Bullet one needs more for the 
reader to understand the intent.  It 
must describe how land use 
decision can address regional 
transportation issues.    The 
second art of the bullet statement, 
“and adopt proposal” should be a 
separate bullet. 

SBCAG staff believes that the 
intent of the first bullet statement 
is clear.  The follow-up of adopting 
proposals is connected to the land 
use decisions made and therefore 
remains in bullet statement one. 

 21  The policy should have an 
objective that specifically 
encourages access to transit 
stops. 

Bullet statement added stating, 
“Pedestrian facilities shall be 
developed to provide access to 
centers of community activity and 
transit stops”. 

 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 
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City of Santa Barbara (cont.) 
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 22  The body of the policy is negated 

by the bullet point.  Change the 
bullet to, “look for opportunities to 
develop such service.” 

If additional service is made 
available, government is providing 
additional supply.  The purpose of 
the policy is to identify the public 
demand in order to provide the 
“supply” or service provision at 
times and to places in demand.  
Due to the nature of implementing 
rail service, SBCAG staff believes 
that an exploration of feasible 
opportunities must precede a 
policy of service development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 
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Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District 
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24 
  

Add:  “visitors” 
 
Added 

   
24.1 

 
Replace updated 24.1 to:  “The 
RTP Action Element shall include 
projects to implement 
improvements identified in the 
Short Range Transit Plans and 
long-range plans o the local transit 
agencies to meet existing and 
forecasted ridership” 

 
Revised 24.1 to state:  “The RTP 
shall consider the Short Range 
Transit Plans and long range 
planning documents of local 
transit agencies to meet existing 
and forecasted ridership and 
service demand.”  It should be 
noted that the transit agencies 
themselves submit a plan of 
projects, and SBCAG staff 
believes that the agencies will 
submit projects in support of their 
plans. 

   
24.2 

 
Add:  “The RTP Action Element 
shall include projects to implement 
improvements identified through 
the annual Unmet Transit Needs 
public hearings.” 

 
The RTP is a document that 
forecasts and plans into the future.  
The “Unmet Transit Needs” is an 
annual process that relates to 
previous and current short term 
service provisions which must be 
remedied upon a finding of unmet 
need/reasonable to meet.  Within 
the narrative, the RTP will 
acknowledge the process and 
encourage the use of data by the 
transit agencies to improve 
service provision, with special 
emphasis on regional transit 
issues. 

   
24.3 

 
Add:  “The RTP shall recognize 
the local and regional transit 
needs of persons who are transit 
dependent, and encourage 
service programming that reflects 
those needs (e.g. expanded span 
of service, improved frequency, 
and addition service days).” 

 
Refer to Objective 24.2.  Because 
the RTP is a regional document, 
the reference to local service has 
been omitted.  The operational 
issues of expanded service, et. al. 
are implicit in “service 
programming”.  Both transit 
dependent and choice riders are 
included in the same objective. 

 
 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 
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Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (cont.) 
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24.4 
 
Add:  The RTP shall recognize the 
local and regional ridership 
preferences of persons with 
mobility options and encourage 
service programming that reflects 
those preferences (e.g. local 
connections, commuter, express, 
and intercommunity service).” 

 
Refer to response above 

   
24.5 

 
Add:  “The RTP shall encourage 
the inclusion of dedicated transit 
funding in the reauthorization of 
Measure D.” 

 
The narrative of the RTP will 
encourage support of 
reauthorization of Measure D for 
all transportation funding, which 
includes transit.   

   
24.6 

 
Add:  “The RTP shall encourage 
infill on existing transit corridors 
and the adoption of transit 
oriented design standards by 
location jurisdictions.” 

 
Refer to Objective 6.1 

  
25 

  
Add “transit” and remove “transit 
related” 

 
Added transit.   

 
 
 

 
Request 

 
Discussion 


