
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, October 6, 2005 
10:30 AM  

Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
Wisteria Conference Room 
260 N. San Antonio Road 

Santa Barbara, CA  
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Rob Dayton City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Brad Vidro City of Solvang 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
 
Others Present 
 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
Sarkes Khachek SBCAG 
Andrew Orfila SBCAG 
Heather Diez  City of Santa Barbara 
Browning Allen City of Santa Barbara 
Larry Bean City of Lompoc 
Marti Schultz City of Goleta 
Dick Pool ATE 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.  
Michael Powers introduced new SBCAG Transportation Planner staff members Andrew 
Orfila and Sarkes Khachek.  Chair Nybo and others welcomed them on board. 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there were none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Pat Mickelson and seconded by Bret Stewart, the Minutes of July 7 
were unanimously approved with Vijaya Jammalamadaka abstaining. 

 
4. UPDATE ON PROGRAMMING AND FUNDING ISSUES 

 
 A. Implementing SAFETEA-LU in California  
 

Steve VanDenburgh distributed a summary handout on the programming issues.  He 
indicated that the earmark projects may be impacted due to repairs associated with 
hurricane damages.  He stated that a group of state, local, and regional staff are preparing 
issue papers on elements of SAFETA-LU that require State action to be implemented. The 
papers will be out for review in November.  Because the new federal legislation is delayed, 
federal programming may be delayed until more information is known about SAFETEA-LU.  
Larry Bean asked who was on the working group and Steve replied that it consisted of reps 
from regional agencies, the League of Cities, CSAC among others.  Larry Bean stated he 
was advised that CMAQ funds could be used for congestion mitigation, not solely required 
to address air quality.  Steve replied that there was statewide interest in providing counties 
that attained the federal air quality standard and were designated maintenance (like Santa 
Barbara County) with phase out funding and SBCAG was supporting this effort.  Vijaya 
asked for a clarification of proposed changes to the CEQA/NEPA process and Steve replied 
that the focus was on consolidating the review between state and federal agencies. Steve 
indicated another issue of interest is re-examination of the formula for LSTP funds and if the 
program should be voluntary or mandatory.  

  
 B. Inactive Obligations: Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
 

Steve VanDenburgh stated that federal agencies were most concerned about projects not 
being obligated and funds being left unspent.  Those projects that have not billed against 
their federal grant may be targeted for de-obligation.  The MPO’s would be allowed to re-
obligate the funds for other projects.  Steve urged local agencies to spend down their 
obligations or risk losing their funds.  

 
C. Status of FY 2005/06 STIP Allocations 
 
Steve VanDenburgh said the good news was that the Santa Maria 6-lane project received a 
funding allocation and had gone out to bid.  The bad news was that the sole bid came in 
40% higher than the engineer’s estimate.  Bret Stewart and others indicated their 
experience with recent local projects was similar.  Bruce Nybo asked about options to 
address the shortfall.  Steve replied that this is a statewide issue and SBCAG could delete 
lower priority projects, SBCAG may charge the cost against a future county share, or 
identify additional funds to close the gap.   

 
Dick Pool expressed concern about SBCAG delaying a decision about what to do impacting 
project delivery.   
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Bruce Nybo requested that this be advanced to the board for consideration.  He added that 
the Blosser Road Improvement Project may also require additional funding. 
 
D. 2006 STIP Fund Estimate 
 
Steve stated the RTIP is due in February 2006.  Initial indications suggest there is $1 million 
worth of capacity to add STIP TEA projects in the out years of the STIP.  The old TEA 
program ended and was rolled over into the STIP TEA program.  Overall, the new STIP has 
about $20 million more in programming capacity, for a total of $120 million.  However, there 
are funding shortfalls to existing projects.  Larry Bean and Browning Allen added it might be 
even worse than believed due to recent cost increases in materials and fuel.  Larry Bean 
indicated projects have been delayed and Bret added that more projects were being done 
in-house.  Bruce Nybo asked if the 101 Operational Improvements were on schedule and 
Steve replied that they were scheduled for 2006-07 but they were under funded.  Larry 
Bean asked if the funding will be rolled over from last year to fund the projects in the STIP.  
Steve indicated that funding road rehab projects through the STIP is highly unlikely based 
on CTC policy.  Rob Dayton asked if the rehab projects could be funded with RSTP funds 
and Steve replied affirmatively and asked TTAC if these projects should be taken out of the 
STIP and funded in this manner.  TTAC members conceptually endorsed this approach.  
SBCAG staff will propose a STIP that takes rehab. projects out of the STIP, shifts the 
dollars to high priority capacity increasing projects, such as the 101 six lane in Santa Maria 
and the Operational Improvements in Santa Barbara, uses RSTP funds for road rehab 
projects to fund projects being taken out of the STIP, and brings the proposal back to TTAC 
as an action item.  Steve Maas asked if transit capital projects were STIP eligible and Steve 
replied affirmatively.  Steve also indicated that the northbound Milpas Bridge will need to be 
widened as part of the 101 Operational Improvements and will be added into the cost 
estimates for the project. 

 
There being no other business TTAC adjourned. 
 


