
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, March 3, 2005 
9:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Rob Dayton  City of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Sherrie Fisher SBMTD 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Marti Schultz City of Goleta 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Dale Lipp City of Carpinteria 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Jim Kemp SBCAG 
Jim Damkowitch SBCAG 
John Asuncion SBCAG 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
George Amoon County of Santa Barbara 
Greg Nielsen County of Santa Barbara 
Heather Diez City of Santa Barbara 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Darleen Panico Caltrans Local Assistance 
Tim Rochte Caltrans District 5 System Planning 
Susan Warnstrom 4th District Office 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order.  
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there were none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Vijaya Jammalamadaka, seconded by Rob Dayton, the minutes of 
February 3, 2005 were unanimously approved, with the amendment on page 4, para., 1 
indicating that Rob Dayton, not Bruce Nybo, made the comment in the first sentence. 

 
4. 2005 CMAQ PROGRAMMING CYCLE 
 

Jim Damkowitch and John Asuncion presented the staff report.  John then gave background 
information on obligational authority and how the lack of obligational authority is affecting the 
present CMAQ Programming Cycle.  In summary, CMAQ funds need to be obligated by 
June 1, otherwise these funds are lost to the region.  John also mentioned that other 
previously programmed CMAQ projects need to be obligated by June 1 as well.  Thus, the 
challenge is to come up with a list of CMAQ projects, new or previously programmed, that 
can obligate these funds prior to June 1 within the constraints of our obligational authority.   
 
In response to Greg Nielsen, Jim Kemp stated that regions can borrow obligation authority 
from other regions but exercising that option could be risky.   In response to George Amoon, 
John and Darleen Panico provided an overview of what is required to get obligated.  Sherrie 
Fisher stated that if new programming was possible TTAC should consider looking at the 
early action items from the 101 In-Motion process – such as an Individualized Marketing 
program.  Bruce Nybo indicated that the City of Santa Maria has its new Transit Center 
which would also be on the table if new CMAQ programming is available. Rob Dayton 
indicated that the City of Santa Barbara has several sidewalk projects that are ready to go 
as well.  Jim Kemp stated that Traffic Solutions is also in need of funding for continued 
operation and should be a candidate for new CMAQ programming dollars.           
 
Rob Dayton inquired when there would be a list of all unobligated CMAQ projects 
throughout the County; the group was informed that this list would be provided the following 
week.  Kevin McCune asked about the possibility of trading obligational authority with 
another region.  John responded that was one of the options that are being actively pursued.   

 
 In response to Bruce Nybo, Jim Kemp indicated that existing projects may be amended as 

long as the FTIP amendment and project obligation occurred by June 1st.  Jim Damkowitch 
cautioned that any amendments would still need to demonstrate an emissions benefit 
consistent with the CMAQ program requirements.  Rob Dayton inquired if Lois Capps was 
aware of Santa Barbara County’s situation.  Jim Kemp responded affirmatively, stating that 
during TEA-21 reauthorization, SBCAG sent letters to Representative Capps and submitted 
comments to DOT.  These efforts did result in one version of the bill to include a three-year 
transition phase-out of CMAQ funds for areas in our situation.  The prospects of the three-
year transition proposal is not known at this time.   

 
 Staff asked if any agencies were interested in using obligation authority from the RSTP 

program to complete CMAQ projects.  All agencies were against further consideration of this 
option.  Greg Neilsen asked about the possibility of the state ceasing the RSTP exchange 
program.  Jim Kemp stated that SBCAG did not know the answer to that question.  Bruce 
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Nybo suggested a CMAQ workshop be organized to help local agencies to expedite the 
obligation of CMAQ funds for their respective projects.  Jim Kemp agreed that was a good 
idea and volunteered SBCAG staff to set up a workshop involving Caltrans and the local 
agencies.  Tim Rochte announced that the District 5 video conferencing center could be 
made available to allow more Caltrans staff to participate.   In the mean time, SBCAG will 
finalize the revised list of previously programmed CMAQ projects. Jim Kemp urged the local 
agencies with currently programmed CMAQ projects to proceed with getting them obligated 
as expeditiously as possible.    

 
5. CALTRANS DISTRICT SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

Tim Rochte presented the staff report.  Michael Powers indicated that SBCAG staff would 
provide comments on the draft plan and offered to consolidate comments by other 
agencies. 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Jim Damkowitch announced the need for CMP and HPMS submittals.  He also stated the 
conformity lapse ended on February 16 and that as of June 15 conformity for our area goes 
away, assuming no litigation.  
 
Sherrie Fisher summarized the role of MTD in assisting SCAT when its CNG fuel source 
was interrupted due to a pipe rupture.  She also reported on the initiation of service between 
the Santa Ynez Valley and the South Coast. 
 
Jim Kemp announced the Measure D board workshop on March 11. 
 
Michael discussed the LOSSAN North Corridor Strategic Plan workshops. 
 
John Asuncion requested Measure D program of Project Information by April 15.  Local 
agency representatives requested copies of the SBCAG chart showing the dramatic decline 
in revenues associated with the end of Measure D revenues in 2010. 

 
7.  ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, TTAC adjourned. 


