
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: CMAQ Programming and Obligational Authority 
 
      
MEETING DATE: April 7, 2005    AGENDA ITEM:  5A 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve an FTIP amendment that would  
 
1. Program FY 04/05 CMAQ apportionment and provide CMAQ obligational authority to the 

North County Intercommunity Transit Service, Traffic Solutions and Santa Barbara’s 
Pershing Park Multi-Purpose Pathway (PE only);  

 
2. Delete Lompoc’s CMAQ bus project and program $354,000 in RSTP for a replacement 

project; and  
 
3. Replace $175,000 in CMAQ funding for Santa Barbara’s Pershing Park Multi-purpose 

Path project with STIP-TE funds.  
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
At last month’s TTAC meeting and a subsequent workshop on March 11, 2005 SCBAG staff 
notified TTAC members that as a result of the revocation of the federal 1-hour ozone standard 
and our region’s classification as a maintenance area, the region will not receive CMAQ 
apportionments after the 04/05 fiscal year and the annual obligational authority that the region 
receives with its CMAQ apportionment, which is usually 90% of the apportionment, will also 
cease.   The region has $2.541 million in new CMAQ apportionment available, and an estimated 
90% of the apportionment as OA ($2.287 mil.) for the 04/05 fiscal year, and $812,000 in unused 
obligational authority from the South Coast Transit Priorities Project.    
 
The sponsors of programmed projects, or those programmed with 04/05 apportionment, have 
until June 1 to obligate their projects and be assured of receiving obligational authority.  After 
June 1, unused OA is made available statewide on a first-come first-served basis.  If new 
apportionment for FY 04/05 is programmed to a project, the funds would also have to be 
obligated by June 1 or compete for OA on a statewide basis.   In order to meet the June 1 
obligation deadline, any FTIP amendments required to program new apportionment would have 
to occur at or before the May 19 SBCAG board meeting. 
 
At the CMAQ workshop, approximately $3.0 million worth of previously programmed CMAQ 
projects had not obligated their funds.   The central question discussed by SCBAG staff and 
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local agency staff was how to accommodate the projects needing OA and those seeking part of 
the 04/05 apportionment. 
Options 
SBCAG has at least two options for meeting the OA and apportionment needs and deadlines: 
 

1. Select CMAQ projects that have the highest priority to the region for OA and new 
apportionment and have the best chance of meeting the June 1 deadline, and fund the 
other CMAQ projects that are still viable through other programs.   

2. Deliver all of the programmed projects and program and deliver new projects with the 
04/05 apportionment.  This would require using the OA available this year from the 
CMAQ program and borrowing OA from other programs or regions in future years to 
deliver the projects.  To construct a project in FY 05/06, for example, OA would have to 
be borrowed from another program administered by SBCAG or borrowed from other 
regions in the state.   

 
SBCAG staff recommends that Option 1 above be pursued.  We have the capacity in other 
funding programs to deliver viable unobligated projects. 
 
Option 2 has a number of disadvantages.  The administrative costs of borrowing OA from 
another region would be high and working out a cooperative agreement with another other 
region for repayment of OA would be time consuming and put the CMAQ projects at risk.  And 
the most likely source of OA for internal borrowing or repaying another region would be the 
Regional Surface Transportation Program (RSTP).  TTAC has indicated it does not support 
using RSTP OA because it would delay delivering projects in that program.   
 
Therefore, this report details how staff recommends that Option 1 be implemented.   
 
Programmed Projects Needing OA (Table 1) 
Implementation of the North County Intercommunity Transit Service project is required by the 
settlement agreement of a TDA-related lawsuit.  The City of Santa Maria, as lead agency, is 
working with SBCAG to obligate the CMAQ funds needed for this project.  The project will utilize 
100% of the unused obligated funding from the South Coast Transit Priorities project 
($812,000).  The balance of the OA would come from the region’s new CMAQ apportionment.  
The project has a high likelihood of meeting the OA deadline and is a priority because of its 
lawsuit-related status.  SBCAG staff recommends that the North County Intercommunity Transit 
Service be given priority for OA because of its status as part of a lawsuit settlement and 
because it can be obligated by the June 1 deadline with no FTIP amendments or programming 
changes required. 
 
The City of Santa Barbara’s Pershing Park Multi-Purpose Pathway Project will obligate $50,000 
of its CMAQ funds for project development by June 1, but won’t obligate the remaining 
$175,000 of CMAQ funds programmed to it for construction prior to June 1.  SBCAG staff 
recommends that CMAQ funding and OA be used for the $50,000 in PE costs and that 
construction funding come from the STIP-TE program. 
 
The City of Lompoc purchased transit replacement buses consistent with the CMAQ project 
scope, but did not obligate programmed CMAQ funds to do so.  In order to use the $354,000 in 
CMAQ funds programmed to the project and secure OA, Lompoc would have to propose an 
FTIP amendment for a new project.  Proposing a new project would trigger a determination of 
the new project’s eligibility for CMAQ and a scoring of the project by SBCAG to confirm its air 
quality benefits on top of the time needed to process an FTIP amendment.   Lompoc has 
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indicated that purchasing new buses at this time is not a priority for the city and would prefer a 
replacement project.  SBCAG staff recommends funding a new project, as identified by Lompoc, 
using RSTP funding. 
 
Three other projects were discussed at the March 11 workshop as contenders for OA but have 
since been eliminated from further consideration. 
 

• UCSB’s CNG Fueling Station.  The university has notified SBCAG that it has decided not 
to pursue this project.   SBCAG staff recommends deleting it from the FTIP. 

 
• Solvang’s Alamo Pintado Bike Bridge Project.   Programmed 12 years ago, the project 

was envisioned by the City of Solvang as a stand-alone bike bridge.  The city considered 
re-scoping it as a cantilevered bridge off the Highway 246 bridge over the Alamo Pintado 
creek.  SCBAG staff has confirmed the project’s CMAQ funds lapsed in June 2004 and 
has no funds left to obligate.   The bike bridge project is a transportation control measure 
and is included in the State’s air quality implementation plan.  Deleting the project from 
SBCAG’s FTIP would also trigger an amendment to the State’s implementation plan, 
which the State is very reluctant to pursue.  SBCAG staff recommends leaving the 
project in its FTIP until the region is free and clear of the requirement to meet conformity.  
Then the project would be deleted from the FTIP at a future date.   

 
• Solvang’s Highway 246 Class I Bike Lane Project.  SCBAG staff confirmed with Caltrans 

that the CMAQ funds programmed to the project lapsed in June 2004.  SBCAG staff is 
recommending deleting it from the FTIP. 

 
New Requests for CMAQ Apportionment and OA (Table 2) 
In addition to the CMAQ projects currently programmed, four agencies requested that part of the 
new apportionment be programmed and corresponding OA be reserved for their projects.    
 
The City of Carpinteria requested $350,000 for a new project to connect Carpinteria State Park 
to old town via a bike path between Palm and Linden Avenues, requiring an easement across 
State Park property.  The project would reduce the need for campers and day users to drive to 
the old town area.  The city is requesting funding for the 05/06 fiscal year or later.  This is a new 
project which is in the early stages of development.  SBCAG staff recommends that the project 
be placed on a list of projects (see staff report for item 5B.) seeking funding in a later cycle until 
it completes preliminary engineering and project scoping. 
 
The City of Goleta and County of Santa Barbara have jointly requested $1.5 million in funding to 
construct the southern leg of San Jose Creek Bike Path project, from Hollister Avenue to Goleta 
Beach in FY 06/07.  There is not sufficient OA to the cover the $1.5 million in funding needed for 
the project and the project is still in the environmental phase.  SBCAG staff is recommending 
that the project be placed on a list of projects seeking funding in a later cycle. 
 
SCBAG\Traffic Solutions, while not a new project, is requesting $816,000 in CMAQ funds to 
cover its operations for the 05/06 and 06/07 fiscal years, or $408,000 per fiscal year.  CMAQ 
has been the primary source for funding the operation of the Traffic Solutions program and the 
amount requested is comparable to the amounts used in prior years.  SBCAG staff recommends 
that it be funded with CMAQ in the amount of $323,500 per fiscal year for two years.  This would 
require an FTIP amendment at or before the May 19 SBCAG Board meeting and obligation of 
funds by June 1.  SBCAG staff is confident the project would meet these deadlines.  Traffic 
Solutions has no other source of funding programmed for these fiscal years, and its carpool and 
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vanpool coordination services, flex work program, bicycle community liaison services, and 
administration of the Clean Air Express and Coastal Express are in jeopardy if it is not funded.  
Although a total of $647,000 in CMAQ apportionments would be programmed, it is expected 
that only about $393,000 in OA would be available for Traffic Solutions (see Table 3) 
 
The City of Santa Maria is requesting $150,000 in additional funding for the North County 
Intercommunity Transit Service project to provide for an expanded marketing program for the 
new service.  Since the new funding would require new OA, the only way to accommodate this 
request would be to further reduce the OA SBCAG staff is recommending for Traffic Solutions, 
which could leave Traffic Solutions with too little OA to carry out its operations.  SBCAG staff 
has contacted the City of Santa Maria to determine if the additional costs for the North County 
Intercommunity project could be funded through other sources.  The request is shown on the list 
of projects seeking funding in a later cycle until the two agencies have a chance to discuss the 
matter.    
 
Summary of CMAQ Recommendation 
SBCAG staff recommends that the OA available for CMAQ projects be used by the North 
County Intercommunity Transit Service, Traffic Solutions, and the City of Santa Barbara for the 
Pershing Park Pathway project’s PE according to Table 2 (attached).  The Traffic Solutions 
project would also require programming part of the 04/05 apportionment.    
  
In April, following TTAC’s action, SBCAG staff recommends bringing to the Board a “time 
sensitive” FTIP amendment to: 

 
o Delete the  Lompoc Transit Bus Replacement project  
o Program $345,000 to a RSTP project in Lompoc (Lompoc to identify) 
o Delete the UCSB CNG Fueling Station project  
o Delete the Highway 246 Class I Bike Lane Project in Solvang 
o Delete the Alamo Pintado Bike Bridge after June 30, 2005. 
o Reserve $812,000 in unused OA from MTD and $1,844,000 in 04/05 OA for the North 

County Intercommunity Transit System project.  The funds must be obligated by June 1, 
2005. 

o Reserve $50,000 in 04/05 OA for PE for the City of Santa Barbara’s Pershing Park 
Pathway project.  The funds must be obligated by June 1, 2005. 

o Program $175,000 in STIP-TE for the Pershing Park Multi-purpose Trail project 
o Program $647,000 in new apportionment and reserve $647,000 in 04/05 OA for Traffic 

Solutions for FY 05/06 and 06/07 operations.  The funds must be obligated by June 1, 
2005. 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Steve VanDenburgh, Deputy Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29-Mar-05

Sponsor Project
Originally Programmed 
Years in FTIP

CMAQ Unobligated 
Amount Programmed 
Prior to FY 04/05  FY 04/05  FY 05/06  FY 06/07 Comments

City of Santa 
Maria Intercommunity Transit Service FY 04-05 to FY 06-07 651,000$      549,000$      1,456,000$      FTA considers 04/05 funds to 

be obligated
City of Santa 
Barbara

Pershing Park Multi Purpose 
Pathway FY 00-01 to FY 03-04 50,000$        175,000$      CON funds ($175k), won't 

obligate by 6/1/05

City of Lompoc Purchase two clean fuel Lompoc 
Transit replacement buses FY 94-95 354,000$                            

UCSB CNG fueling station and fleet FY 99-00 to FY 01-02 304,000$      UCSB has decided not to 
pursue

City of Solvang Class I Bikeway along Hwy 246 - 
5th Street to W. City limits FY 95-96 105,000$                            

Funds lapsed: City told State it 
was no longer pursuing the 
project

City of Solvang Alamo Pintado Creek Bridge FY 92-93 21,000$        42,000$        

Funds lapsed forfeited: 
Transportation Control Measure 
$21k for PE, $7k ROW, $35k 
con

TOTAL PROGRAMMED BUT UNOBLIGATED 3,235,000$    

Table 1:  Programmed Unobligated CMAQ Projects



30-Mar-05

CMAQ RSTP LSTP STIP-TE Fiscal Year

CMAQ Requested

Intercommunity Transit 

Service
Santa Maria SMO15 CON CMAQ - $651 150$             04/05-06/07 x 3

Costs for expanded marketing of new 

service

Traffic Solutions SBCAG SBCAG1 PE CMAQ, Local - $233 408$             20$              05/06 x Continue operation of Traffic Solutions

Traffic Solutions SBCAG SBCAG1 PE CMAQ, Local - $233 408$             20$              06/07 x Continue operation of Traffic Solutions

San Jose Creek Bike 

Path:  South
County \ Goleta Goleta6 CON  STIP, TCSP:$435  $         1,500 06/07 x

#3 Co., #2 

Goleta

Joint Goleta/County project funding request 

for south segment Hollister to Goleta 

Beach.  Funds would close shortfall and 

allow completion of project

Old Town Bike Path Carpinteria n/a CON  n/a  $            350 05/06 x

Connect Carp State Park to old town on a 

path between Palm and Linden Ave. to 

reduce local motor vehicle travel through 

town by campers and day users 

Car Sharing UCSB n/a CON  n/a  $            280 05/06 x

Table 2:  CMAQ Funding Requests  

Comments

Closing a 

Shortfall

Exchange 

of Funds

New 

Project

Project 

Priority 

Rank

Funding Requested 

Project Component Amt. Prog. 

FTIP        

MPO ID#Agency



TABLE 3:

TTAC
30-Mar-05

Project

New 

Apportionment 

OA

Unused 

MTD OA TOTAL

Likely OA: MTD 

OA + 90% New 

OA

$2,541,000 $812,000 $3,353,000 $3,098,900
North County 

Intercity Transit 

System $1,844,000 $812,000 $2,656,000 $2,656,000

Traffic Solutions $647,000 $647,000 $392,900
Pershing Park 

Multi Purpose 

Pathway (PE) $50,000 $50,000 $50,000

Recommended Use of Obligational Authority to Close Out the 

CMAQ Program




