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TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, August 5, 2004 
 

630 Garden Street 
David Gebhard Public Meeting Room 

Santa Barbara 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Dale Lipp (Vice-Chair) City of Carpinteria 
Bret Stewart Santa Barbara County 
Browning Allen City of Santa Barbara 
Dan Garcia City of Solvang 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Bobbie Bratz APCD 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Steve Wagner City of Goleta 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
 
 
Others Present 
 
 
Bill Yim SBCAG 
Jim Damkowitch SBCAG 
Jimmy Chen SBCAG 
John Asuncion SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
Bob Perkins SBCAG 
Erika Lindemann SBCAG 
Tyler Richardson  SBCAG 
Fred Luna Fluor Daniel 
Ron Tan APCD 
Paul Martinez Caltrans 
Donn Miyahara Caltrans 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc (COLT) 
Heather Diez City of Goleta 
Barry Segal Private Citizen 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
 Vice-Chairman Dale Lipp called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Vice-Chairman Lipp asked for public comments. 
 
Steve Wagner questioned why the issue of local agency positions on SBCAG staff reports 
was not on the agenda.  Michael Powers replied it was an oversight and it will be scheduled 
for consideration in September. 
 
Chairman Bruce Nybo arrives and presides as Chairman. 
                       . 

3. MINUTES 
 
 Steve Wagner stated that he, not Bruce Nybo, made the request under Announcements to 
 add the item on local agency positions on SBCAG staff recommendations. 
 
 Bruce Nybo indicated that under the Measure D discussion, last paragraph, the amount of 
 money “lost” by Santa Maria may be as much as $1 million dollars over the life of Measure 
 D. 
 

Following a motion by Brett Stewart seconded by Steve Wagner, the Minutes of July 1 were 
approved as amended with Pat Mickelson, Bobbie Bratz, Steve Mass, and Browning Allen  
abstaining. 
 
Jeff Edwards arrives 

 
4. RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 
 

On behalf of TTAC, Bruce Nybo presented a resolution of appreciation to Ron Tan for his 
long term of service.  TTAC members expressed their thanks and Dr. Tan thanked his 
colleagues.  

 
5. FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

John Asuncion presented the staff report.  Jim Damkowitch provided comments on the air 
quality conformity process and its effect on FTIP Development.  Jim pointed out that the 
FTIP would be lapsing on October 4 and since there will not be a conformity determination 
made with the 2004 FTIP, non-exempt projects will not be allowed to proceed until a 
conformity determination is made for both the FTIP and the update to the RTP next January 
at the earliest.  Jim indicated that both documents are considered to be in lapse and 
therefore must both be included as part of a new conformity determination.  Jim indicated 
that to expedite the process, SBCAG is considering first adopting the regional plan for 
federal purposes only - as a Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) thereby obviating the 
need to wait for the CEQA analysis and review.  After correcting the lapse, SBCAG would 
then complete the CEQA review and return to the SBCAG board to adopt the plan to satisfy 
state requirements.  Michael Powers added that the conformity regulations are quite 
complicated and convoluted which is causing difficulties for SBCAG in its FTIP development 
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process.  Steve Maas asked if exempt projects can be amended during the lapse.  Jim 
answered that amendments for exempt projects could take place during the lapse.  Bobbie 
Bratz asked if a MTP is the same as an RTP.  Jim indicated that in terms of content yes but 
one fulfills federal requirements and the other state requirements. Typically, the RTP is 
adopted as both - meeting both state and federal transportation planning requirements.  
Steve Wagner asked if the Cathedral Oaks Interchange project was exempt.  John stated 
that it is and this project will be included in the FTIP.  Bruce Nybo stated that the CTC is 
withholding STIP allocations until January 2005 at the earliest as their way of showing the 
severe shortage of transportation funding in the state.  As a result, the lapse will not affect 
the 101 Santa Maria Widening project.  John also mentioned that we could have a call for 
projects in the winter or spring of 2005 depending on when the TEA-21 reauthorization bill 
gets approved by Congress.  Jim Damkowitch also mentioned that currently the 
reauthorization bill has language indicating that there will be a CMAQ transition period from 
1-3 years for regions that are no longer eligible to receive CMAQ funds. 
    

6. TRAVEL MODEL 
 

Bill Yim summarized the staff report.   Brett Stewart asked if the traffic volumes on Harris 
Grade road reflected traffic south or north of Mission Hills.  Bill replied near the junction with 
Purisima.   Barry Siegel (member of the public) asked why traffic was assigned to the 
Highway 101 freeway when it was above capacity.  Bill and Jim Damkowitch replied that 
when few route options exist between and origin and destination pair (e.g. Highway 101 in 
the South Coast), the model will continue to force flow between OD zone pairs in order to 
satisfy the model’s trip distribution requirements. Consequently, without alternative routes, 
the Highway 101 freeway links though heavily penalized (greater the volume the greater the 
speed penalty or reduction) will continue to accommodate traffic beyond the VC of 1.0.  
Steve Wagner asked what a VC of 1.0 represents in the model.  Jim Damkowitch replied 
LOS E. Steve Mass asked for a clarification on the mode choice forecast ridership results.  
Specifically why/how some services are showing significant percentage growth over the next 
30 years while SBMTD’s percentage growth in ridership is somewhat modest.  Bill Yim 
described the components of the mode choice model. Jim Damkowitch indicated that it was 
somewhat misleading to just look at percentage growth given that in absolute terms, MTD is 
is being forecast to add significantly more riders than these other services during the 30 
year forecast period.  Steve Wagner emphasized the importance of peak spreading and 
indicated this was more dramatic in the PM than the AM.  Bill Yim indicated that the model 
results will be post processed to reflect peak spreading as part of the 101 In Motion project. 
Dale Lipp inquired as to why the model shows more volume in the PM versus the AM peak. 
Jim stated that there is a greater variety of trips in the afternoon, work, shopping, and 
school, compared to the morning peak which is dominated by the work trip. Richard asked 
that the COLT ridership estimates be clarified; Kevin expressed concerns about the Ocean, 
east of 7th estimates.  Browning asked what the next steps were.  Michael replied that the 
Board would receive a briefing on the model in August and be asked to adopt a final report 
in September. 
 

7.  MEASURE D LOCAL ALLOCATIONS 
 

Steve Wagner expressed concerns that the existing Measure D allocation formula penalizes 
fast growing cities.  Steve outlined an option that would make adjustments in the current 
year.  He stated that the surplus that usually occurs could form the basis for the adjustments 
so no one agency lost funding mid-cycle.  Steve indicated he would develop an option(s) 
and circulate it before the September meeting.  Kevin expressed concerns about equity and 
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administrative issues.  Michael stated that the annual surplus does not always occur and 
should be treated with caution.  Michael said SBCAG staff would be happy to work with 
Steve and others in reaching consensus on this issue. 
 
Dale Lipp leaves. 

 
8.  FY 2003-2004 LTF YEAR-END BALANCE APPORTIONMENTS  
 

Bob Perkins presented the staff report.  Following a motion by Steve Maas, seconded by 
Browning Allen, TTAC unanimously approved the FY 2003-04 LTF Year-end balance 
apportionments.     

 
9. REGIONAL BIKEWAY PLAN 
 

Erika Lindemann provided a status report on the plan.  She requested updates to the local 
agency contacts, requested digitized bike maps, and indicated that to be eligible for the next 
round of State BTA funds, completed plans must be done by December.  She reminded the 
group that SBCAG’s Regional Bike Plan can serve as the necessary BTA plan for 
participating local agencies, but not until the ’06-’07 funding cycle, when the fund would go 
down to $5 million.  She stated that the County and Goleta will attempt to finish their plans to 
secure eligibility for ’05-’06 funds, standing at $7 million.  Kevin asked if an approved plan 
would make a local agency eligible for the $7 million in BTA funding and Erika replied yes.  
Donn Miyahara emphasized the need for the state approval of the local bike plan but 
indicated that state funds were spread around to each of the Caltrans districts and not 
concentrated on one or two areas.  Steve Wagner indicated the Goleta contact would be 
Heather Diez. 

 
10. STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Fred Luna presented the item which requested that TTAC approve a recommendation for an 
amendment to add the Hollister (Cathedral Oaks) Overcrossing into the 2004 STIP.  Fred 
explained that the project would be a new STIP project and would be funded from a variety 
of sources, including seismic retrofit and HBRR dollars for the structures.  It required a 
commitment of local dollars from the City of Goleta, and Fred indicated that the City had 
approved an MOU for funding participation in July.  The primary component of local dollars 
would be a transfer of $1.2 million in STIP dollars from the Ekwill/Fowler project to the 
Hollister (Cathedral Oaks) project.   The $1.2 million cost savings from Ekwill/Fowler was 
previously presented to TTAC and a STIP amendment had been approved by the SBCAG 
board in March 2004.  Bruce Nybo asked where $1.2 million in funds had been placed since 
that time, and Fred indicated that the funds were still “parked” on the Ekwill/Fowler project in 
the right of way phase, pending a decision on transferring the dollars.  The City of Goleta 
explained some of the features of the project and thanked TTAC and Caltrans for allowing 
time to work on the scope and funding package.  
Following a motion by Brett Stewart seconded by Browning Allen, the item was approved 
unanimously. 
 
John Asuncion presented the staff report on the CTC’s staff recommendation for the 2004 
STIP.  There were no questions or comments regarding this item.          
 

11. INDIRECT SOURCE REVIEW 
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Bobbie Bratz summarized the Indirect Source Review proposal advanced by the Community 
Advisory Committee of the APCD.  She indicated that would have an impact on 
development projects but the proposal had a long way to go before it becomes a rule 
enforced by APCD.  Brett Stewart asked why it was necessary if the County was in 
attainment of the standard.  Bobbie replied that the County attains the federal ozone 
standard, but not the more stringent state standard and there are concerns about the impact 
of growth and development on air quality. 
 

12 CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Jim Damkowitch encouraged those local agencies that have yet to submit building permit 
data for the first half of 2004 to do so by September.  

 
13. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Pat Mickelson distributed copies of the final SR 246 TCR to interested parties. 
 

John Asuncion announced the recent appointment of Jimmy Chen as new SBCAG 
Transportation Planner/Program Coordinator.  Bruce and others welcomed Jimmy on board. 

 
 
 
14, ADJOURN 
 

Bruce Nybo asked what is a Torta and where can it be found.  He was provided technical 
assistance in his quest. There being no other business, except Fiesta, TTAC adjourned.  

 


