
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, October 7, 2004 
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton 

 
 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Bret Stewart County of Santa Barbara 
Rob Dayton  County of Santa Barbara 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Jeff Edwards City of Buellton 
Dan Garcia City of Solvang 
Steve Wagner City of Goleta 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka APCD 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
Karin Hodin SBCAG 
Bob Perkins SBCAG 
Heather Diez City of Goleta 
Larry Bean City of Lompoc 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc 
Donn Miyahara Caltrans 
George Amoon County of Santa Barbara 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Bruce Nybo asked for public comments and there was none. 
                       . 

3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Kevin McCune, seconded by Pat Mickelson, the minutes of 
September 2 were approved with abstentions by Bret Stewart, Bruce Nybo, and Dan Garcia.  
 
Bruce Nybo introduced and welcomed Karin Hodin as a new SBCAG staff member.  Karin 
expressed her appreciation for the introduction and provided a review of her professional 
work experience. 

 
4. MEASURE D LOCAL ALLOCATIONS  
 

Staff presented the background information and options to TTAC in July so Michael Powers 
presented an abbreviated staff report.  At the meeting representatives Steve Wagner and 
Bruce Nybo prepared and presented a new Option 4.  Information on this option was 
distributed to representatives in advance of the October meeting and all the options were 
subject to extensive discussion at the meeting.  Larry Bean requested that the Measure D 
Ordinance language be read.  Bob Perkins read Section Three of the Measure D Ordinance 
from the Local Allocation rules booklet which stated that the apportionments are to be 
based on the most recently available population estimates.  
 
Representatives from Santa Maria and Goleta expressed their concerns that the current 
allocation formula was insensitive to the needs of faster growing cities. Bruce Nybo 
distributed a summary graphic of the proposed apportionment formulae. Steve 
VanDenburgh indicated that SBCAG staff support for changes was dependent on a formula 
that was reasonable to administer and wouldn’t result in an argument over Measure D at 
the Board level which could be damaging to the renewal effort. TTAC members, including 
Larry Bean and Bret Stewart expressed their sensitivity to the needs of fast growing 
communities and observed that in prior years, since the inception of Measure D in 1989, 
other communities could have been similarly impacted but would not benefit from a current 
change in formula.  Several members expressed their continued support for the Measure D 
program.  Steve Wagner asked if everyone understood the new proposal.  Steve Maas 
indicated that while TTAC members could understand the proposal it would be hard to 
present the various formulas to the board.  Steve Wagner indicated that this was a policy 
issue of considerable importance to his city.  Bruce Nybo added that Santa Maria believed 
the current local allocation formula was not fair.  A broad ranging discussion revolved 
around issues of short and long term consideration of a fair and equitable solution.  
 
After considerable discussion, Bret Stewart, proposed a motion to the Board, seconded by 
Rob Dayton, that TTAC did consider various Measure D apportionment options but given 
the short time until the current Measure D expires, the current system should be retained.  
Under the discussion of the motion Bruce Nybo proposed an amendment that the next 
reauthorization of Measure D should reflect adjustments to the allocations in June of each 
year that reflect the most current population estimates.  The amendment was acceptable to 
Mr. Stewart and Mr. Dayton.  Of the 13 voting members on TTAC, 11 were present at the 
meeting of which 9 voted in favor, and two opposed the motion.  Bruce Nybo and Steve 
Wagner indicated their opposition to the motion expressing the aforementioned concern 
about the impacts of the current formula on fast growing cities.   
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5. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia presented an update to the Regional Transportation plan, informing TTAC 
members of the environmental impact report process and the selection of Rincon, Inc. as 
the firm to perform the program EIR for the 2005 RTP.  Ms. Garcia also presented the initial 
draft update of the Goals, Policies and Objectives to TTAC members.  Ms. Garcia explained 
the process and the intent of the update to the RTP Policy Element. 

 
After general discussion, the following changes were requested/suggested to be made to 
the Goals statements: 

 
Goal 1: Change from “Provide for a comprehensive and coordinated multi-modal 
transportation system…” to “Provide for a comprehensive, coordinated and balanced multi-
modal transportation system…” (Bruce Nybo) 

 
Goal 5:  Change from “Promote an integrated multi-modal freight movement system within 
Santa Barbara County…” to “Promote an integrated multi-modal freight movement system 
and enhance services mobility within Santa Barbara County…” (Larry Bean) 

 
After general discussion, the following change was required to be made to the Policy 
statements for Systems Integration: 

 
Policy 10:  Change from “The RTP shall (provide for compliance) with the Department of 
Transportation (DOT)…” to “The RTP shall comply with the Department of Transportation 
(DOT)…” (Pat Mickelson) 

 
Pat Mickelson discussed the issue of the replacement of the use of “SBCAG” with the use 
of “the RTP” within the Policy and Objective statements.  Ms. Garcia explained that the use 
of “the RTP” was meant to reflect the direction given by the adopted regional plan, as 
opposed to an agency giving direction.  Michael added that this was an approach typically 
used in the wording of local General Plan Circulation Element documents. 
 
There was also a general discussion about the emphasis in the RTP in prescribing vs. 
recommending specific actions.  In general, Ruth indicated that the revisions are less 
specific and are guiding vs. directing in nature.   

 
During discussion of Policy statements and Objectives by Transportation Mode, Steve 
Maas expressed concern about the decrease in policies and objectives for the mode of 
transit.  Ms. Garcia explained that some policy statements and objectives had been 
combined to be more clear and concise and that others had been removed, as they no 
longer applied – such as completed projects or documents that did not contain the most 
recent direction of local agency policy.  Michael added that this was particularly evident for 
the South Coast Transit Plan Priority projects.  Ms. Garcia further explained that the 
revision of the policies and objectives should be seen as the RTP as a regional guide that 
local agencies use in developing programs and projects, rather than directing specific 
actions.  Mr. Maas asked if there had been public participation in the revision of the Policies 
and Objectives and Rob Dayton asked for clarification on the revision process.  Ms. Garcia 
stated that the first step in the outreach process was to present the revisions to TTAC for a 
technical review, and to the Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council (SBCTAC), the 
transit advisory council to the SBCAG Board.  Ms. Garcia stated that there had not been 
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plans to take the revision of the Goals, Policies and Objectives to the public in a formal 
review process, separate from the RTP public review.  Michael Powers explained that there 
had been public RTP planning workshops previously held and that the draft RTP will go out 
for public workshops and public review prior to being adopted by the Board.  Therefore, 
there is public review, but not for this element of the RTP. 

 
There was discussion that the recommendation of the staff report to “Review and Approve” 
should have stated “Review and Provide Comment.”  Kevin McCune asked if this item 
would be coming back to TTAC.  Ms. Garcia explained that after comments by SBCTAC, 
revisions would be made and the item brought back.  It was agreed that Ms. Garcia would 
email the edited revisions to TTAC members for review and comment during the week of 
October 11-15, and that TTAC would revisit this issue.  The following additional comments 
were also made for changes to the Modal Policies: 

  
Policy 16:  Add “and enhance mobility” to, “The RTP hall give priority to upgrading existing 
roadway facilities to eliminate or mitigate unsafe conditions, then to reduce congestion and 
enhance mobility, as determined by the Level of Service in the Congestion Management 
Program.” (George Amoon) 

 
Policies 23 and 24:  Combine the policies to read, “The RTP shall support and give priority 
for the use of CMAQ funds for transit related projects.” (Richard Fernbaugh) 
 

6. STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
Steve VanDenburgh reported that TTAC in September had asked him to return with more 
information about an option of using new RSTP apportionments to deliver projects delayed 
by the 2004 STIP.  He said SBCAG staff assumed that TTAC was interested in using RSTP 
on projects that were nominated for 04/05 funding by the SBCAG Board but delayed to 
05/06 by the CTC.  He discussed the risks of using RSTP funds and the process that 
SBCAG would go through to replace the STIP funds with RSTP funds if that were the route 
TTAC and the Board wished to go.  He indicated that approximately $2.3 million in Regional 
STP funding was available, while $4.1 million in STIP projects had been delayed from 04/05 
to 05/06.  He indicated that the Coast Route Bike Path project in particular would benefit 
from being funded by RSTP and removed from the STIP and STIP-TE programs because 
the timely use of funds deadlines would be eliminated.  TTAC members asked if Carpinteria 
had been contacted with regards to removing the Coast Route project from the STIP.  Mr. 
VanDenburgh indicated they had.  TTAC members stated that because the amount of RSTP 
funding available was less than the amount of STIP programmed to delayed projects, that 
they would refer the matter to a meeting of the public works directors and get back to 
SBCAG staff on whether there was strong enough interest to discuss the matter further. 
 

7.  BOARD STAFF REPORTS 
 

Michael Powers indicated this item was on the agenda at the request of local agency 
representatives and there was no staff report.  Steve Wagner advocated the Public Works 
Directors’ opinion that a section on “Local Agency Concerns” be added to SBCAG staff 
reports and expressed serious concerns about on-going communication between SBCAG 
staff and local agencies, indicating the SBCAG board was unaware of local agency 
opposition or concerns with staff recommendations.  Michael asked if this recommendation 
was to be on all reports and summarized the logistical problems of addressing the issues of 
various agencies.  Steve Wagner and others indicated that the focus was with respect to 
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staff recommendations on individual projects. All agreed to strive toward better 
communication between agencies and Michael stated that he would take this issue back 
and discuss it with the Executive Director.  Steve Wagner reiterated his serious concerns 
and stated he would take this up for discussion with the public works directors if staff didn’t 
respond to this issue.  Michael stated that he understood the level of concern and would 
take this issue up with Mr. Kemp. 

 
8.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Michael Powers stated that in the process of developing the APCD State Clean Air Plan, 
staff had received comments from Marc Chytillo expressing concerns about the inadequate 
allocation of federal and other transportation funds for non-highway uses and the need to 
emphasize Smart Growth principles.  Mr. Powers recommended TTAC members track the 
ongoing discussions of these issues. 
   

9. ADJOURN 
 
There being no other business, TTAC adjourned. 


