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SUBJECT: Federal TEA Reauthorization      
 
 
MEETING DATE: May 6, 2004       AGENDA ITEM:  5         
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive a report on demonstration projects in the TEA reauthorization bill.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Presently there are three different funding proposals for the TEA-21 reauthorization.  President 
Bush’s version is for $256 billion.  The House’s version of the bill is for $275 billion and the 
Senate’s version of the bill is for $318 billion.  Because of the differences in funding levels and 
the upcoming election in November, there is increasing speculation that the TEA-21 
reauthorization will not occur until 2005.  At the same time, lawmakers are under heavy 
pressure to approve a six-year reauthorization this year.  However, there is recognition that a 
better reauthorization bill can be negotiated after the elections and the closer it gets to 
November, the more difficult it will be for lawmakers to work out a compromise.    
 
SBCAG staff has been notified that a number of federal earmarks for transportation projects are 
included in the House and\or Senate versions of the TEA-21 reauthorization bill.  We thought it 
would be helpful to share the list of projects with TTAC and the SBCAG Board. 
 
Listed below are the H.R. 3550 High Priority Projects, the agency requesting the earmark, and 
the amount of funding earmarked: 
 

• Reconstruction of segments of Hollister Avenue between San Antonio Road and State 
Route 154 – County of Santa Barbara -- $2,500,000 

• Santa Maria River Bridge Widening –SBCAG\City of Santa Maria\SLOCOG -- 
$3,400,000 

• Study economic, environmental and congestion mitigation benefits of a Hybrid Utility 
Vehicle – MTD -- $100,000 

• Utilize funds over a four-year period to reconstruct and deep-lift asphalt on various roads 
throughout the district in Santa Barbara County – County of Santa Barbara -- $4,644,000 

 
FHWA has requested that SBCAG provide information regarding the total estimated project 
costs for each of the aforementioned projects.  Staff has contacted each of the project sponsors 
to garner this data for FHWA.  
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Since the TEA-21 reauthorization has not been approved by Congress, additional projects and 
programs may be added or removed from the aforementioned list.   
 
The second extension of TEA -21 will lapse on April 30, 2004.  A third extension of the highway 
and transit bill is being considered and would fund all TEA-21 programs and projects through 
June 30, 2004.  
 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: John Asuncion or Steve VanDenbergh 


