
MINUTES

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Council Chambers
140 West Highway 246

Buellton

TTAC Voting Members Present

Bruce Nybo (Chair) City of Santa Maria
Bret Stewart Santa Barbara County
Steve Maas SBMTD
Dan Garcia City of Solvang
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc
Michael Powers SBCAG
Pat Mickelson Caltrans District 5
Ron Tan APCD
Steve Wagner City of Goleta
Mary Welsh City of Buellton

Others Present

Gregg Hart SBCAG
John Asuncion SBCAG
Larry Bean City of Lompoc
Heather Diez City of Goleta
Joe Rye SBMTD

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

Chairman Bruce Nybo called the meeting to order and asked for a round of introductions.
Bruce indicated he had problems printing the Agenda from the SBCAG web site and
Michael said he would look into it.  Michael Powers introduced Gregg Hart as new Public
Information Officer at SBCAG.  TTAC members gave Gregg a warm welcome.

Mary Welsh indicated she would be phasing out of her role as Buellton representative and
would have to resign as Vice Chair.  TTAC members wished her well and expressed regret
that she will not be participating.  Michael stated he would add an item to next month’s
agenda on selecting a new Vice-Chairman.
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Nybo asked for public comments and there were none.

3. MINUTES

Steve Wagner expressed concerns about the correctness of how the Goleta position was
reported in the May 6 Minutes regarding the discussion of item 5, the STIP.  Michael and
Steve developed the following amendment: on Page 2, item 5, following sentence 3, new
sentence 4: “Steve Wagner disagreed stating that submittal of a revised project cost
estimate did not mean he supported, or agreed to, a reduction in programmed funding for
the project.” Following a motion by Ron Tan seconded by Richard Fernbaugh, the Minutes
of May 6, 2004, as amended, were unanimously approved.

4. ALLOCATION OF TDA/LTF FUNDS FOR FY 2004-2005

John Asuncion presented the staff report.  Steve Wagner asked about the allocation
timeline for TDA/LTF funds and wanted to know how rigid the process is.  Michael Powers
stated that the TDA/LTF allocation process also fits onto the larger budgeting process for all
of the local jurisdictions and that the allocation process is a zero-sum game.  Steve Wagner
stated that there is a real difference in using population figures from January 2004 as
opposed to using population figures in May 2004.  Bruce Nybo also stated that some of the
faster growing cities lose money by relying on Department of Finance estimates from May
of the previous year.  Steve Wagner requested that the process to allocate these funds be
reviewed and that the findings be brought back to TTAC and the SBCAG Board.  Ron Tan
asked if any of the local jurisdictions would have difficulties with altering the allocation
process.  Bret Stewart stated that this would be a problem for the County since their budget
is based on receiving these allocations on the current schedule.  Delaying the allocation
process would affect the budgeting process for the County.  None of the other local
jurisdictions represented at the meeting indicated that they would have budgeting difficulties
if the allocation process was delayed several months.  Bret Stewart stated that this issue
would be raised at the next Public Works directors meeting.  Steve Wagner stated that the
initial population estimate for Goleta from the Department of Finance was too low.  Steve
Wagner also made a motion for SBCAG to review the allocation process for next year (’05 –
’06) to use the most recent population estimates.  Bret Stewart seconded the motion and
the motion passed unanimously.

Bret Stewart made a motion to approve the allocation of TDA/LTF funds for FY 2004-05.
Ron Tan seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

5.         MEASURE D LOCAL, REGIONAL AND PARATRANSIT ALLOCATIONS FY 2004-2005

John Asuncion presented the staff report.  Steve Wagner raised the same concerns from
the previous agenda item.  Mary Welsh seconded Steve Wagner’s concerns.  Ron Tan
made a motion to pass the Measure D Local, Regional and Paratransit allocations for FY
2004-2005.  Richard Fernbaugh seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
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6. MEASURE D PROGRAM OF PROJECTS

John Asuncion presented the staff report.  Richard Fernbaugh pointed out that there was a
cost omission from one of Lompoc’s projects in their Measure D Program of Projects.  John
Asuncion stated that he is aware of the omission and that it will be corrected.  Richard
Fernbaugh then made a motion to approve the Measure D Program of Projects with the one
correction to be addressed.  Ron Tan seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

7.  TRAVEL FORECASTS

Bill Yim presented the 2030 peak hour forecast report.  Steve Wagner indicated that the
City has concerns about the 2030 forecasts in the Goleta area and would like to meet with
SBCAG staff to further understand the model assumptions in generating the forecasts.  Bill
and Michael indicated that SBCAG will meet with City of Goleta to go over their issues and
concerns.  In responding to his question on how the peak hour percentages were
generated, Bill indicated that the standard modeling practice in California is to use the
Caltrans Household Travel Survey since it provides comprehensive travel information by
trip types (purpose), time of travel, and percentages of travel.  Counts are used to validate
and adjust the survey data.  On the issue of Midday volumes being slightly higher than AM
peak at the border links, Bill referenced the 2001 SBCAG Travel Trends Report which
shows the percentage of trips by hours of day at the Caltrans Control Stations on Highway
101.  The count data indicates that Midday traffic on Highway 101 north of Route 150 is
similar, if not higher than, the AM peak.  In fact, the Midday volume, in many cases, is the
third peak period during an average weekday.  Steve asked how trips are generated and
what trip rates were used.  Bret asked about the peak hour volumes not being calibrated
exactly the same as the counts, Bill responded that the model is performing quite well
according to industry standards producing volumes similar to the counts in many areas.  On
the issue of traffic beyond capacity of roadway, Bill indicated that the model employs a
“User Equilibrium Assignment” procedure which allows peak hour volumes to be loaded to
the available network to see how bad the peak hour travel gets under the defined peak
period.  It is a reflection of the “worst-case scenario” without accounting for peak spreading
and other traffic management factors.  Responding to Bret, Bill indicated that Route 246 is
based on a 4-lane full widening between Buellton and Purisima.  In responding to Bruce’s
question on the issue of UVP assumption, Bill indicated that the model assumes a full 4-
lane facility from 101 to Blosser with an interchange at 101.

Bruce and Bret recommended convening the Technical Modeling Committee and requested
a report back to TTAC next month.

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

9. ADJOURN

 There being no other business, TTAC adjourned.


