
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
TO: TTAC 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Bikeway Plan 
 
MEETING DATE: February 5, 2004   AGENDA ITEM:   8 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Discuss a collaborative effort to prepare a Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan, with local 
elements, that meets criteria for local agencies to access regional bikeway account funding. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
Over the course of the next eight to ten months, SBCAG will be developing a Regional Bicycle 
Transportation Pan for Santa Barbara County.  The Bicycle Master Plan will identify the regional 
bicycle network which outlines the preferred routes for bicyclists traveling between local 
jurisdictions.  The plan will also identify goals and policies for future bicycle projects and 
programs throughout Santa Barbara County.  If the interest is there, the regional plan can be 
developed to address the needs of local agencies enabling them to access state Bicycle 
Transportation Account funding.  This would particularly benefit smaller agencies in the county 
where development of more specialized plans is more problematic.  Commitments from local 
agencies would be required to assist in data collection, public involvement and council adoption. 
 
Once adopted, by SBCAG and local agencies, the Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan will 
assist member agencies to access Caltrans’ Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) funding, 
which has $7.2 million in 2005/2006 and $5 million in 2006/2007 and beyond.  The Regional 
Bicycle Master Plan will also help identify regional bicycle projects that will have priority for 
SBCAG’s flexible spending monies.  To accomplish this task the Bicycle Transportation Plan 
would have to conform to state criteria, which are attached.  
 
SBCAG will begin the planning process in February and hopes to complete the plan this fall.  In 
order to ensure that local jurisdictions have ample opportunity to provide input into the updated 
Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan, SBCAG will form a Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan 
Working Group comprised of representatives from local jurisdictions in the County.  The 
Working Group will assist SBCAG to update the bicycle network, develop a list of planned 
capital improvements and develop policies and recommendations for the plan which will be 
adopted by the SBCAG board.  Please help SBCAG staff identify the appropriate transportation 
planner or staff member in your agency who can participate in the working group. 
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SBCAG hopes to digitize the Regional Bicycle Network for GIS mapping capabilities.  SBCAG 
will be conducting an inventory of existing bicycle GIS data available through the County and 
the other jurisdictions.  Once the existing data has been compiled, SBCAG may request 
additional assistance from the county jurisdictions in completing the GIS bicycle network.  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Erika Lindemann or Kent Epperson 
 
ATTACHMENT: State Legislative Requirements for Bicycle Transportation Plans 



 3

State Legislative Requirements for Bicycle Transportation Plans (from CA Streets 
Highways Code, section 891) 
 
891.  All city, county, regional, and other local agencies  
responsible for the development or operation of bikeways or roadways 
where bicycle travel is permitted shall utilize all minimum safety 
design criteria and uniform specifications and symbols for signs, 
markers, and traffic control devices established pursuant to Sections 
890.6 and 890.8. 
 
891.2.  A city or county may prepare a bicycle transportation plan, 
which shall include, but not be limited to, the following elements: 
   (a) The estimated number of existing bicycle commuters in the plan 
area and the estimated increase in the number of bicycle commuters 
resulting from implementation of the plan. 
   (b) A map and description of existing and proposed land use and 
settlement patterns which shall include, but not be limited to, 
locations of residential neighborhoods, schools, shopping centers, 
public buildings, and major employment centers. 
   (c) A map and description of existing and proposed bikeways. 
   (d) A map and description of existing and proposed end-of-trip 
bicycle parking facilities.  These shall include, but not be limited 
to, parking at schools, shopping centers, public buildings, and major 
employment centers. 
   (e) A map and description of existing and proposed bicycle 
transport and parking facilities for connections with and use of 
other transportation modes.  These shall include, but not be limited 
to, parking facilities at transit stops, rail and transit terminals, 
ferry docks and landings, park and ride lots, and provisions for 
transporting bicyclists and bicycles on transit or rail vehicles or 
ferry vessels. 
   (f) A map and description of existing and proposed facilities for 
changing and storing clothes and equipment.  These shall include, but 
not be limited to, locker, restroom, and shower facilities near 
bicycle parking facilities. 
   (g) A description of bicycle safety and education programs 
conducted in the area included within the plan, efforts by the law 
enforcement agency having primary traffic law enforcement 
responsibility in the area to enforce provisions of the Vehicle Code 
pertaining to bicycle operation, and the resulting effect on 
accidents involving bicyclists. 
   (h) A description of the extent of citizen and community 
involvement in development of the plan, including, but not limited 
to, letters of support. 
   (i) A description of how the bicycle transportation plan has been 
coordinated and is consistent with other local or regional 
transportation, air quality, or energy conservation plans, including, 
but not limited to, programs that provide incentives for bicycle 
commuting. 
   (j) A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a 
listing of their priorities for implementation. 
   (k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities and 
future financial needs for projects that improve safety and 
convenience for bicycle commuters in the plan area. 
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891.4.  (a) A city or county that has prepared a bicycle 
transportation plan pursuant to Section 891.2 may submit the plan to 
the county transportation commission or transportation planning 
agency for approval.  The city or county may submit an approved plan 
to the department in connection with an application for funds for 
bikeways and related facilities which will implement the plan.  If 
the bicycle transportation plan is prepared, and the facilities are 
proposed to be constructed, by a local agency other than a city or 
county, the city or county may submit the plan for approval and apply 
for funds on behalf of that local agency. 
   (b) The department may grant funds applied for pursuant to 
subdivision (a) on a matching basis which provides for the applicant' 
s furnishing of funding for 10 percent of the total cost of 
constructing the proposed bikeways and related facilities.  The funds 
may be used, where feasible, to apply for and match federal grants 
or loans. 


