
 
 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

TECHNICAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday December 8, 2003 
 

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, CA 
 

 

TTAC Voting Members Present 
 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Steve Wagner (Chair) City of Goleta 
Bret Stewart (Vice-Chair) County of Santa Barbara 
Ron Tan APCD 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans District 5 
Bruce Nybo City of Santa Maria 
Mary Welsh City of Buellton 
Kevin McCune City of Lompoc 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Steve VanDenburgh SBCAG 
Heather Diez SBCAG 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
Greg Nielsen County of Santa Barbara 
David Murray Caltrans 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chairman Steve Wagner called the meeting to order and asked for a round of 
introductions.  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chairman Wagner asked for public comments and there was none. 
 

3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Bret Stewart, seconded by Bruce Nybo, the Minutes of November 
6, 2003 were unanimously approved. 
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4. STIP PROJECT MONITORING PROGRAM 
 

Heather Diez presented the report by briefly explaining the format of the STIP Quarterly 
report that goes to the SBCAG Board.  She asked the agencies to review the project 
status descriptions and let her know if there are any discrepancies before it goes to the 
board.  She also told TTAC that the projects highlighted at the beginning of the report 
are those that have schedule or funding problems.  The report was received with no 
action requested. 

 
5. STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Steve VanDenburgh presented this staff report.  He explained the status of the State 
Transportation Improvement Program’s 2004 Fund Estimate and its impact it has on 
Santa Barbara County and SBCAG’s preparation of the 2004 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program.  He stated that the region could expect only $274,000 in new 
revenues in the 08/09 fiscal year, but that no other STIP revenues were anticipated for 
the 04/05 to 08/09 period.  He indicated this was due to lower than expected revenues 
going to the State Highway Account, and revised projections for future fiscal years that 
are lower than those used in preparing the 2002 STIP.  He stated that even these 
revised projections were fairly shaky, and that various additional factors such as the 
governor’s mid-year budget reductions could alter the estimate.  He stated that SBCAG 
was directed by the State to reprogram $118 mil. worth of projects by spreading them 
over the first four fiscal years covered by the 2004 STIP.  He explained that SBCAG staff 
would rely first on schedule delays that Caltrans had notified SBCAG about and delays 
on local projects, then factor in the deferring of STIP funds on the Ortega and Milpas 
projects to later years resulting from the SBCAG Board’s programming of Measure D 
funds to those projects. After seeing the impact of these factors, SBCAG would develop 
criteria for determining which other projects should be reprogrammed to outer years in 
the STIP to meet the programming targets the State has presented to the region.  He 
stated that one example of criteria that could be used is to leave in the early years 
projects that match the preferences stated by members of the California Transportation 
Commission.  He told TTAC that the Commission has indicated priority support for 
projects that could lose matching funds, projects that are mitigation for other projects, 
and capacity increasing projects.   
 
Steve indicated that SBCAG’s $21.7 million reserve could not be programmed in the 
2004 STIP.  Agencies such as Orange County have indicated serious concerns about 
not being able to program their reserve, but to do so would require the CTC to ask other 
counties that received an advance of STIP funds to deprogram projects.  Steve stated 
the CTC has decided it will not require projects to be deprogrammed to allow 
programming of reserves in the 2004 cycle.  He added that the Commission has also 
indicated willingness to issue GARVEE bonds which rely on federal gas tax funds to pay 
back the bonds, which in turn results in a lower future county share of STIP revenues for 
regions that participate in the program.  Steve indicated that the CTC would select the 
projects to be bonded, and they were favoring interregional, corridor and goods 
movement-benefiting projects.  He stated that the Santa Maria six-lane project might 
meet the CTC’s criteria. 
 
Steve Wagner recommended that SBCAG staff work with the Public Works Directors 
group, and not think that it had to determine how to respread the projects on its own.  
Bret Stewart indicated that using criteria similar to the California Transportation 



TTAC Minutes – December 4, 2003 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 3

Commission’s might be resisted by bicycle advocacy groups because it focuses on 
roadway projects.  
  
Steve VanDenburgh stated that SBCAG staff would come back in January to the TTAC 
with their project criteria options and a first cut at respreading projects, and that 
subsequent drafts would return to the TTAC in February and March in order to meet the 
April deadline for submitting a Regional transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) to 
the State. 

 
6. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an update on the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), including 
an overview of the North County public workshops and resulting community comments, 
the update to the 2001 RTP programmed project list, and the designation of regional 
significance criteria to the 2002 FTIP project list (as requested by TTAC).  Ruth 
recognized the assistance of TTAC members and their agencies in holding the public 
workshops and explained that the public input will be used in conjunction with public 
agency input and project proposal in the RTP planning process.  Ruth explained that the 
public input would be a good resource for the local public agencies.  In addition, Ms. 
Garcia asked all agency members to make a final review the update to the 2001 
Programmed Project List and advise SBCAG of any necessary changes.  Ruth also 
asked all agency members to review the Planned Project List from the 2001 RTP and 
advise SBCAG if the projects were to remain or be withdrawn.  If projects are to remain, 
supplemental information must be submitted for inclusion in the 2004 RTP Update.  Ruth 
stated that she would follow up with the agencies o this matter via e-mail. 
 
Pat Mickelson updated information for CalTrans projects SHS8, 10 and 12, stating that 
the status of those projects is “Environmental Planning” and that the construction year 
for SHS 10 should be 2009/2010.  Brett Stewart requested additional time for Santa 
Barbara County to submit project proposals for the 2004 RTP Update.  Ruth stated that 
there was still time to submit proposals, however requested agencies to submit any 
remaining proposals as soon as possible.  Steve Wagner and Brett Stewart also 
confirmed that PSC 11 (Hollister and Patterson) and PSC23 (Hollister and Storke) had 
been transferred from Santa Barbara County to the City of Goleta.  Kevin McCune stated 
that the construction year for PL2 should be 2005/2006. 
 
Steve Wagner thanked staff for their work on assessing the regional significance of the 
2002 FTIP Project List.  Steve Maas asked about the application of the regional 
significance to the 2002 FTIP Project List.  Ruth explained that the list was reviewed 
upon request by TTAC members to develop a better understanding of the guidelines of 
“regional significance” when submitting project proposals for inclusion in the RTP.  There 
was also general discussion regarding the update to the RTP in relation to the enhanced 
public outreach and project proposals from the North County, and the minor update 
aspect to the South Coast.  Michael explained that with the Highway 101 implementation 
Plan (IP), there will be a Supplement to the 2004 RTP.  Therefore, South Coast 
agencies should submit projects as applicable, not related to the Highway 101 IP, with 
the assurance that later processes and projects will be considered within the 
Supplement to the 2004 RTP.  It was also clarified that SBCAG understands the position 
of the City of Goleta, in that it is a newly incorporated city and the general plan has not 
yet been adopted.  Michael stated that additional projects related to Goleta’s special 
circumstances can be included in the Supplement to the RTP as well. 
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7. AB1012 OBLIGATION BALANCE 
 

Heather Diez presented the report and announced that SBCAG had cleared their 
December AB1012 obligation requirements for TE funding thanks to the City of Lompoc, 
City of Santa Maria, and City of Santa Barbara’s obligations on their local agency 
projects.  TTAC acknowledged those agencies.  Greg Nielsen then asked about the 
County of Santa Barbara’s obligation of CMAQ funds for the Hybrid Fleet Vehicles 
project and whether that should be acknowledged.  Heather responded that the County 
did obligate CMAQ funding, as did other agencies such as MTD, and that SBCAG was 
also cleared on the CMAQ obligation requirement for AB1012 although TE funding was 
the primary concern.  TTAC received the report without action.  Steve Wagner asked 
whether we could obligate ahead for next year’s requirement since the local agencies 
obligated so much money.  Heather responded that yes, we are already obligated 
toward next year’s requirement. 

 
8.  CENSUS AREA BOUNDARIES 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report, summarizing changes since the last meeting.  
Following a motion by Bruce Nybo, seconded by Ron Tan, TTAC unanimously approved 
proposed modifications to urban place and urbanized area boundaries 

 
9. OVERALL WORK PROGRAM 
 

Michael Powers presented the staff report.  Kevin McCune asked if the Central 
Ave./SR246 study was considered and stated that the city’s recently updated developer 
impact fees included an assessment for the Central Ave. extension project.  Michael 
replied that the study would start later this year and continue into next fiscal year.   

  
10. ELECTIONS 
 

Michael summarized the action needed.  On a motion by Bret Stewart, seconded by Ron 
Tan, TTAC unanimously elected Bruce Nybo as TTAC Chair for 2004.  On a motion by 
Ron Tan, seconded by Bret Stewart, TTAC unanimously elected Mary Welsh as TTAC 
Vice-Chair for 2004.    
 
TTAC members expressed their appreciation to Steve Wagner for his service as Chair in 
2003. 

 
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Michael announced that the next TTAC meeting date would be changed due to the 
 holiday season. 
 
 There being no other business, TTAC adjourned at 10:30 


