
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:   TTAC  
   (This staff report and Plan was mailed due to size, other meeting material  
   will be on web site) 
 
SUBJECT: Metropolitan Transportation Plan      
 
 
MEETING DATE: December 2, 2004  AGENDA ITEM:  5  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommend approval of the federal 2004 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
As you know, the Federal Transportation Improvement Program is in conformity lapse, a 
situation which prohibits non-exempt regionally significant roadway capacity improving projects 
from proceeding to the next phase of project funding and implementation.  In order to address 
this issue, SBCAG must update the Regional Transportation Plan because according to recent 
federal interpretations of court decisions, an FTIP lapse results in an automatic Plan lapse.  
Satisfaction of the certain requirements, as specified below, will also upgrade of the FTIP from 
an “interim” to “final” document and allow for an approved plan. 
 
In order to address this issue and until such time that the 2005 RTP has been accepted by the 
SBCAG board SBCAG has prepared a Federal Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  This 
document builds on the existing 2001 RTP to only address the following federal requirements: 
 
 1) Most recent planning assumptions and horizon year, i.e. inclusion of the 2000 – 
 2030 forecasted growth assumptions and regional travel model forecasts. 
 2) Most recent programmed project list, i.e., projects in current RTIP, 2002 FTIP and 
 2004 FTIP 
 3) Assessment of financial constraint, i.e., update of financial information 
 4) Assessment of air quality conformity with the Federal APCD Clean Air Plan. 
 
However, to simplify this interim effort, there will be no project additions, no changes in policies 
or programs to the existing RTP.  The development of the 2005 RTP which addresses both 
state and federal requirements, including the environmental analysis will be completed in 2005.  
The 2005 RTP will update the 2001 RTP policies, programs, and projects.  Staff is working on 
this effort full time and will prepare a draft plan for release as soon as possible. 
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Significant changes to the plan are highlighted in gray shading.  In some cases this is applied to 
entire chapters, selected sections or sections of text.  Unfortunately, Chapter 2 shading did not 
reproduce, so in the chapter summary below there is more detail on the changes to that 
Chapter. 
 
The following is a chapter by chapter review of the changes: 
 
Executive Summary 
 
      -     Addressed federal issues and updated text to reference 101 in Motion program. 
 
Chapter 1: Introduction 
 

- Summarized changes to the Plan 
- Added summary and response to public comments from public workshops on the plan. 

 
Chapter 2: Transportation System Description 
 

- Added reference to City of Goleta 
- Deleted reference to SR 217 relinquishment and added reference to completed 

interchange  projects in Santa Maria. 
- Updated bike route and transit ridership estimates in tables (2.4 and 2.5), and updated 

transit  system descriptions in Section 2.4.1 from 2004 Transit Needs Assessment. 
- Updated Social Service Agency plan summary in Section 2.4.4 based on SBCAG Social 

Service report. 
 
Chapter 3: Needs Assessment 
 

- Revised growth forecast consistent with latest planning assumptions from Regional 
Growth Forecast 2000 – 2030 and Travel Forecast Report. 

- Updated text to reference 101 in Motion program 
 
Chapter 4: Policy Element 
 

- No changes 
 
Chapter 5: Action Element 
 

- Updated assessment of progress in implementing 2001 RTP, i.e., listing of completed 
projects. 

- Mapped programmed and planned project lists, detailed project information now in 
Appendix. 

- Planned projects retained from the 2001 Plan although we are aware that some of these 
projects will no longer be pursued.  This will be addressed in the preparation of the 2005 
RTP 

 
Chapter 6: Financial Element 
 

- Entirely revised section consistent with new project cost information and revenue 
forecasts 
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Chapter 7 Plan Performance Element 
 

- Revised section consistent with new travel forecasts, census information, and financial 
 forecasts. 

 
Chapter 8: Conformity Assessment 
 

- Revised emissions analysis based on new travel forecasts. 
Note: Our preliminary interim year 2015 air quality conformity assessment indicated that 
the revised new MTP forecasts and projects did not conform to the emission budgets in 
the APCD federal Clean Air Plan (we do meet the 2005 and 2030 budgets).  Staff is 
working with our conformity partners in trying to address this issue.  
 

This revised Plan will be considered for public comment and adoption at the board meeting of 
December 16.  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Michael Powers 


