
 
 

 
TECHNICAL PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Regional Housing Needs Allocation Steering Committee 
 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 
 

City of Buellton 
Council Chambers 

City of Buellton 
 
 

TPAC Voting Members Present 
 
Marc Bierdzinski (Chair) City of Buellton 
Dave Matson (Vice-Chair) County of Santa Barbara 
Bill Shipsey City of Santa Maria 
Liz Limon City of Santa Barbara 
Shelly Stahl City of Solvang 
Jackie Campbell City of Carpinteria 
Lucile Breeze City of Lompoc 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
 

Others Present 
 
Angela Perez City of Buellton 
Anne Wells (via. conference phone) City of Goleta  
Bret McNulty County of Santa Barbara 
Chris Rich County of Santa Barbara 
Brian Bresolin SBCAG 
Gregg Hart SBCAG 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Bierdzinski called the meeting to order and initiated introductions. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Bierdzinski asked for public comment and there was none. 
 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

A) Revised Minutes of February 28, 2008 
 

Dave Matson provided an overview and a handout to SBCAG staff with 
suggested edits to the minutes. 
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Page 5, paragraph 4 
Dave Matson stated the Regional Growth Forecast was the result of 2 years of 
development by TPAC and the Board and used argue for a lower RHNA number 
allocated by the State.  The county has thoroughly analyzed the data and has 
determined that existing service worker jobs and existing agriculture jobs are 
already in the job estimates.  There is not a lot of growth projected in these areas 
and that is reflected in the Regional Growth Forecast. 
 
Jackie Campbell had some editorial changes, delete “be” in paragraph 6, page 5, 
and add “to” paragraph 5, page 8. 
 
Following a motion by David Matson, seconded by Lucille Breeze the Minutes of 
February 28 were approved with Bill Shipsey abstaining. 
 
B) Minutes of March 12, 2008 

Page 4, paragraph 5 
Dave Matson stated that in regards to the UCSB issue the County rezoned 256 
acres of land in the Isla Vista area because of workforce housing needs near the 
university.  The RHNA distribution does matter to local plans and the last 
distribution had the stare requiring the County to revise its housing element to 
rezone land 
 
Page 2, paragraph2 
Liz Limon stated that neither the City of Santa Barbara nor the City of Carpinteria 
were present when the previous minutes were approved. 
 
Page 3, paragraph 7 
Jackie Campbell suggested the City of Carpinteria is not just interested in a lower 
number but a logical distribution. 
 
Page 7, paragraph 3 
There were 131 permits in Toro Canyon and the IV rezone. 
 
Page 8, paragraph 10 
Liz Limon suggested including the steps in the process in graphic form on page 
10 of the 2002 RHNA. 
 
Page 9, paragraph 5 
Jackie Campbell said the county is not advocating all housing be put in the cities, 
but rather where the job growth is. 
 
Following a motion by Dave Matson, seconded by Jackie Campbell the Minutes 
of March 12 were approved with Bill Shipsey abstaining. 

 
4. REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION 
 

Michael Powers described the actions of the SBCAG Board on the RHNA 
allocation at its last meeting and the next steps in the process. 
 
Liz Limon asked if TPAC had a role in the next phase of the RHNA process. 
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Michael Powers said there is no formal advisory committee role for TPAC 
designated in state law for the next phase of the RHNA process, but SBCAG 
staff will continue to consult with TPAC.  TPAC would consider final plan 
approval. 
 
Chair Bierdzinski clarified this was only the first look at the draft plan. 
 
Dave Matson said the County will submit an electronic copy of its detailed 
comments to SBCAG staff. 
 
Liz Limon asked to see all of the comments prior to making a recommendation 
on the Draft Plan. 
 
Dave Matson said we might need to have a special meeting to see all the 
comments reflected in the draft plan prior to making a recommendation. 
 
Anne Wells asked for clarification in the first paragraph describing the RHNA 
cycle begins when HCD starts the process rather than when the plan is adopted. 
 
Liz Limon recommended a page-by-page review of the draft plan. 
 
Jackie Campbell asked that the Introduction include the purpose of the plan. 
 
Dave Matson – page one.  The information in the fourth paragraph should be in 
the first paragraph.  He added that the RHNA process was changed significantly 
by the Lowenthal legislation and should be referenced in the beginning of this 
document. 
 
Liz Limon agreed we should reference the specific relevant provisions in state 
law. 
 
Dave Matson asked that a summary of the dialogue with HCD referencing the 
use of the SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast be included on page three. 
 
Liz Limon thought the table on page 5 was a good addition. 
 
Dave Matson said it would be good to include an extension of the timeline 
backward to include other earlier milestones. 
 
Jackie Campbell asked how far we should go back in time regarding the 
preparation of the Regional Growth Forecast. 
 
Dave Matson clarified that the timeline should begin when HCD gave SBCAG its 
first RHNA allocation. 
 
Regarding the pages that refer to geography, Liz Limon said it would be helpful 
for the south coast subregion be clarified to include the eastern Goleta Valley 
and Isla Vista. 
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Jackie Campbell said it should be more inclusive by reference to the Goleta 
Valley and include Isla Vista, UCSB and Gaviota. 
 
Dave Matson said it would be more appropriate to refer to housing market areas 
rather than subregions. 
 
Chair Bierdzinski said that change should apply to all the tables that address 
regions. 
 
Liz Limon said the specific relevant government code section be referenced on 
page 8. 
 
Dave Matson said the plan as a whole doesn’t completely address the specific 
requirements in state law regarding the ten components of the required 
methodology especially regarding annexations. 
 
Michael Powers said since there were no pre-existing agreements in place 
among local agencies regarding annexations this criteria was not included in the 
draft plan. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski requested clarifications of the locations of the meetings on page 
ten. 
 
Liz Limon said the 2002 plan had a good diagram that would be helpful on page 
11. 
 
Michael Powers said this RHNA process was different from the previous cycle. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski suggested using a box diagram to describe the process. 
 
Jackie Campbell asked if the lessons learned should be included in this part of 
the document or a separate chapter or appendix.  Michael replied that this is not 
appropriate for the Plan but can be addressed later. 
 
Jackie Campbell said the second to last paragraph on page 11 line four in 
parenthesis should instead say (was designed to reconcile disparities in jobs and 
housing). 
 
Liz Limon said the chart on page 12 should include lettering of the columns and 
more descriptive explanatory titles that would allow the public to quickly see the 
differences in the various proposals.  She also said the discussion on the 
allocation by income level on page 12 should include reference to the fact that in 
south Santa Barbara county there is a disconnect between the price of market 
housing and housing that is actually affordable to workers.  In the south coast, 
market rate housing does not house the workforce. 
 
Dave Matson said the County has done a great deal of research on south coast 
housing affordability and different housing products can be affordable even at 
market rate prices. 
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Brian Bresolin suggested including a table showing housing costs and income 
based on the recent California Economic Forecast Real Estate Outlook report. 
 
Liz Limon said that in the City of Santa Barbara, there is no rental or ownership 
market price product that is affordable to the workforce. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski suggested including a table of all jurisdictions that would show 
the affordability of market rate units. 
 
Jackie Campbell said reference on page 13 to families should be dropped 
because there is no legal state distinction between related and unrelated 
households. 
 
Liz Limon said table references and page numbers should be included on page 
14.  She also said a table should be included on total household growth. 
 
Brian Bresolin said SBCAG staff has prepared a table for TPAC to review and 
consider for inclusion in the draft document. 
 
Liz Limon said this was good information to include in the plan and to also 
include the total number of households as well. 
 
Dave Matson said if we are going to include this information, we should also 
have tables that show different criteria regarding the relationship of jobs and 
housing.  He added that on pages 14 and 15 the Figures should include the total 
units for the County because the total is actually the jurisdiction’s allocation 
rather than the subregional allocations.  The last sentence of the first paragraph 
on page 17 should reference guidelines not policy. 
 
Jackie Campbell said the right term would be process, not guidelines or policy. 
 
Michael Powers said the Blueprint Planning process could be included on page 
19. 
 
Jackie Campbell said the point Liz Limon had previously made regarding the 
policy shift that was taken in this process to focus on placing housing in 
incorporated cities should be referenced in this section. 
 
Dave Matson said reference to AB 32 climate change be included as well 
because the Attorney General has made it clear that provisions housing element 
law are now subject to AB 32 review. 
 
Jackie Campbell also said Coastal Act policies prevent the City of Carpinteria 
from addressing RHNA goals because of conflicting state policies and that 
should be referenced here. 
 
Michael Powers said each of the local jurisdictions had earlier provided examples 
of these conflicts that staff could include here. 
 
Liz Limon said reference to the County’s urban growth boundaries should be 
included. 



TPAC Minutes April 3, 2008 

6 
 

 
Dave Matson said the county’s policy regarding preservation of agriculture 
should also be included. 
 
Jackie Campbell said Page 19’s reference to agricultural employment should 
include reference to local jurisdictions working together across jurisdictional lines 
to address this housing need on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Dave Matson said it wasn’t appropriate to request the County to study the 
housing needs of agricultural workers because it currently does. 
 
Liz Limon asked why the reference to sales tax generation is included.  The 
consensus of the committee was to strike the entire paragraph. 
 
Jackie Campbell said the document specifically references the housing needs of 
agricultural workers but don’t reference the need for housing for visitor serving 
employees.  This is especially important for the City of Carpinteria and its 
requirements to provide coastal access as mandated by Coastal Commission 
policies.  She added reference to transportation and commuting should be 
included in this part of the document. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski said this would link well with the climate change issue. 
 
Dave Matson said this section of the document could serve as a guidepost for 
the next phase of the RHNA process – updating our housing elements.  Perhaps 
it should be described as critical issues for updating local housing elements. 
 
Chair Bierdzinski suggested skipping pages 21 through 40. 
 
Dave Matson asked that Appendix J related to Farmworkers, on page 51, be 
deleted, as it is not relevant to the RHNA process.  Perhaps a global reference to 
the recently adopted state plan was more appropriate earlier in the document. 
 
Chair Bierdzinski asked if there were any more comments. 
 
Jackie Campbell asked if the APCD could weigh in on the draft plan because of 
the connections between air quality implications of regional land use planning 
efforts and transportation policy. 
 
Dave Matson said this section should include reference to economic viability and 
sustaining the local economy. 
 
Jackie Campbell asked for clarification of SBCAG’s staffs next steps in the 
preparation of the document and asked for an opportunity to review the staff 
changes to the draft document. 
 
Michael stated that staff would incorporate the recommended changes as quickly 
as possible and send a final revised draft to TPAC next Monday or Tuesday for a 
quick review.  The review time is short since staff had to get the draft plan, 
among other items, out for SBCAG Board review. 
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Jackie Campbell offered a motion to move forward with preparation of the 
document that was seconded by Chair Bierdzinski. 
 
Liz Limon said she agreed with the changes that were made to the document but 
since she disagreed with the City of Santa Barbara’s allocation, she could not 
support the motion. 
 
The motion passed with Liz Limon voting no. 
 

5.  REGIONAL BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION  
 
Michael Powers introduced this item and described the process used to prepare 
the document. 

 
Chair Bierdzinski asked if the committee members had any questions or 
comments. 
 
Bill Shipsey said the City of Santa Maria was currently in the process of updating 
its bikeway plan. 
 
Dave Matson said the County’s bikeway plans were in the various community 
plans.  He added the Regional Plan doesn’t prioritize projects and includes 
references to local jurisdictions taking actions, this language should be changed 
to encourage local jurisdiction action not require it.  There is no reference to the 
methodology that will be employed to fulfill the plan.  Also, reference to funding 
sources should also be included along with the total cost of the plan.  More 
language to include principles of adaptive management should be added.  
Timeframes would be helpful to encourage cooperation among agencies. 
 
Shelley Stahl asked if staff had worked with Tully Clifford on the map for Solvang.  
There are errors in the location of business centers.  She stated that there might 
be an error in the database staff is using and recommended that staff re-check 
the accuracy of the map symbol locations before it was widely distributed. 
 
Lucille Breeze said there are errors on the map for Lompoc as well. 
 
Jackie Campbell said she would share the map for Carpinteria with the City’s 
Parks and Recreation staff. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski suggested additional comments be provided to staff by May 1st. 
 

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Jackie Campbell said the City of Carpinteria held its first lottery for a six unit 
affordable housing project.  There were 24 applicants that were screened using a 
point system that gave preference to people who live or work in Carpinteria. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski said the City of Buellton held its first Community Development 
Block Grant cycle for social services. 
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Dave Matson said there was a senior planning position available with the County. 

 
7. ADJOURN 
 

Chair Bierdzinski adjourned the meeting at 1:00 PM.  
 
NEXT MEETING – May 8th at 11:00 AM in Buellton.  Jackie Campbell stated that 
she would be on vacation and would not be able to attend the meeting. 


