
 
 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

 
Technical Planning Advisory Committee 

 
Thursday, December 12, 2007 

11:00 AM  

Buellton City Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton 
 

TPAC Voting Members Present 

 
Bill Shipsey (Chair) City of Santa Maria 
Jackie Campbell City of Carpinteria 
Marc Bierdzinski (Vice-Chair) City of Buellton 
Bettie Weiss City of Santa Barbara 
David Matson County of Santa Barbara 
Shelley Stahl City of Solvang 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
 
SBCAG staff 
 
Brian Bresolin 
Gregg Hart 
 
Others in Attendance 
 
Jerry Bunin HBA 
Philip Greene Marion Medical Center 
Dale Molesworth Buellton City Councilmember 
Susan DeWit LAPAC 
Richard Pollard Citizen  
Gloria Pollard Citizen 
John E. Pollard Citizen 
Judi Stauffer Buellton 
John Burnaby Buellton 
Bret McNulty County of SB 
Brian Smith City of Santa Maria 
Bob Field Citizen 
Ken Trigueiro People’s Self Help Housing 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Bill Shipsey. 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Chair Bill Shipsey asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Marc Bierdzinski, seconded by David Mason the Minutes were 
approved with the recognition that Brett McNulty is a county employee. 

 
 
4. REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION 
 

Michael Powers presented an overview of the Regional Housing Needs Planning 
Process & Allocation Criteria 
 
Chair Shipsey requested public input: 

 
Ken Trigueiro - What was the basis for the appeal to HCD that resulted in a lower 
number for Santa Barbara County?  Michael summarized the consultation process 
 
Judi Stauffer – Are there any other factors taken into consideration like the national 
economy or housing market trends.  Michael replied that local market factors could be 
considered. 
 
Councilmember Dale Molesworth – Are there penalties imposed on local agencies that 
fail to build affordable housing?  No, only if they don’t provide zoning opportunities or 
have a certified housing element and then they may at some point be unable to issue 
building permits. 
 
Phil Greene – What would be the legal mechanism to enforce an imposed penalty that 
would prohibit a local agency from issuing local building permits, a court order, a lawsuit 
judgment?  Michael replied that all agencies must have certifiable housing elements as 
part of their General Plan but the actual mechanism for litigation should be responded to 
by legal counsel. 
 
Bob Field – Is there an updated version of the 2000 Census Journey to Work data?  
How accurate do you think this information is now?  Brian replied that that was the best 
there is, Michael added that some local survey data exists.   
 
Jerry Bunin – Can you distribute that Journey information at the next meeting?  Did Bill 
Shipsey distribute the building permit information I sent him?  I wanted to clarify my 
remarks at the previous meeting that were recorded in the minutes, I meant to point out 
that between 1984 to 2004 only 1% of land in Santa Barbara County was converted from  
to residential units so that is an inconsequential issue.  I don’t agree with the 31,000 
available potential residential unit number.  Can’t that information be refined?  I am 
looking for an inventory of residentially zoned vacant land by jurisdiction.  How many 
annexations have there been in the past six years – is that a significant factor?  Michael 
replied that staff will add the building permit data to the web site reference and the RGF 
includes the buildout estimates by agency and other data in the RGF includes buildout 
by residential zoning category.  Michael added that staff recognizes the data is varies by 
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time and is somewhat limited in its accuracy given that it does not account for 
topographic or other environmental constraints. 
 
John Pollard – How did HCD come up with the 20 units per acre standard for affordable 
units?  That density is unrealistic in this area.  There was general concurrence by TPAC 
and others that this did not apply well to the conditions in Santa Barbara County. 
 
Jerry Bunin – 20 units per acre is one of the most expensive products to build because it 
requires multi-story construction, but it’s not dense enough for economy of scale 
construction cost benefits. 
 
Gloria Pollard – How is the state defining affordable housing?  Jackie replied that it was 
80% of the median income, which is approximately $67,000. 
 
Judi Stauffer – In Los Alamos we don’t have any jobs and very little public transportation.  
You should consider jobs and transportation as a key factor. 
 
John Burnaby – I concur with the lack of jobs and transportation in Los Alamos. 
 
Dale Molesworth – Water is also limited 
 
Judi Stauffer – Sewer capacity is a serious limitation in Los Alamos.  Vineyard owners 
don’t want to sell their land to the sewer district for capacity expansion. 
 
Dale Molesworth – We have the opposite side of the issue.  Buellton has been putting 
aside funding to increase sewer plant capacity in the future.  Why should Buellton be 
forced to accept more housing because we planned ahead? 
 
Judi Stauffer – Consider the preservation of designated agricultural land as a factor to 
the RHNA process.  David Matson concurred adding that 74% of the county agricultural 
land in under Williamson Act contracts. 

 
5. ADJOURN 
 

Based on no further comments, Chair Shipsey adjourned TPAC to its’ December 19 
meeting at Lompoc City Hall, 6:30 PM. 


