
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
  

Technical Planning Advisory Committee 
 

Thursday, March 3, 2006 
10:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, CA 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Michael Powers SBCAG 
Liz Limon City of Santa Barbara 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Marc Bierdzinski City of Buellton 
Bill Shipsey City of Santa Maria 
Ken Curtis City of Goleta 
 
 
Others in Attendance 
 
Brian Bresolin SBCAG 
Angela Perez City of Buellton 
Rob Mullane City of Goleta 
 

 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Bill Shipsey who initiated a round of introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Shipsey asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Several editorial corrections to the spelling of names were made by Marc Bierdzinski.  
Following a motion by Marc Bierdzinski and second by Liz Limon the minutes of January 
5, 2006 were approved.   
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4. REGIONAL GROWTH FORECAST UPDATE 
  

A. Household Size Forecast Methodology 
 
Brian Bresolin provided an overview of the household size context, historical trends, and 
forecast methodology.  Brian Bresolin solicited input from representatives regarding their 
personal observations of household size trends and characteristics.  Ken Curtis 
suggested providing data for the current City of Goleta boundaries replacing the 
approximation of Goleta Valley currently used in the staff report.  Ken Curtis suggested 
that additional age groups such as the 45 to 65 be tracked since these are the age 
groups that are leaving the South Coast and may influence household size trends.  He 
was also interested in the structure of the forecast model and how household size was 
applied as a variable.  Bill Shipsey inquired about the DOF household size declining 
trends and Brian Bresolin suggested they resulted from adjustments of city estimates to 
countywide benchmarks as well as the reduction in birthrates for the Hispanic 
population.   
 
Liz Limon suggested that the census tract comparison include state and county data as 
well as a percentage breakdown.  She also pointed out that data for the renter and 
owner categories may have been switched.  She provided a graphic breakdown of 
bedrooms per unit, by tenure, for tracts and the city.  This helped to illustrate varying 
household sizes by tenure.  She suggested that multiple household sizes reflecting the 
varying housing types may be more accurate.       
 
Bill Shipsey suggested that garage conversions that have a tendency to increase 
density, were an issue for the City of Santa Maria.  He suggested looking at census tract 
22 for an example of this density increase.  The City of Santa Barbara is also 
experiencing this trend due to high housing prices according to Liz Limon.  She also 
suggested that the reference on Page 7 to overpayment be substantiated with data.  
Rob Mullane suggested adding median housing price and renter costs to the analysis as 
a household size indicator.                 
 
B. School Enrollment Trends 
 
Brian Bresolin presented an overview of the school enrollment trends citing a decline in 
the South Coast and an increase in the north county.  Liz Limon suggested there may 
have been an increase in the kindergarten grade level countering the overall declining 
trend.  After Brian Bresolin reviewed the figures this did not seem to be the case.  Rob 
Mullane suggested that data for the Santa Ynez Valley also be tabulated as housing 
costs may also be driving families out of that area as well.  Bill Shipsey suggested that 
school transfers would be useful to review to aid in tracking movement of families from 
Santa Maria to Orcutt and other areas as well.  Ken Curtis was interested in the 
connection between school enrollment and the forecast.  Brian Bresolin responded by 
suggesting that the birth rates and household sizes may need to be adjusted downward 
reflecting the outmigration of larger families.  Bill Shipsey suggested that the annual 
enrollment change table should reflect change between 2000 to 2005 change as well as 
the 2004 to 2005.  Liz Limon suggested that the Carpinteria Unified School District be 
disaggregated into individual schools.  Ken Curtis was interested in migration 
characteristics and assumptions.  Do they reflect the current trends of workforce 
outmigration and inmigration of the wealthier older households?  Brian Bresolin 
responded by describing the forecast migration assumptions that represent the 
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composition of the existing population and the fact that the turnover is fairly high.    
Vijaya Jammalamadaka pointed out a typo for the table title on Page 5.  Liz Limon was 
interested in the proper category for the new UCSB housing.  Brian Bresolin suggested 
that the faculty housing would fall into the household category not group quarters.  Any 
other housing with communal kitchen facilities would fall into the group quarters 
category.   

  
5. INVENTORY OF PLANNING DOCUMENTS AND STUDIES 
  

Brian Bresolin reviewed the staff report that suggests committee members provide the 
most up to date land use reports for use in SBCAG regional planning efforts.  Both 
electronic and hard copy versions are acceptable.  The current inventory of planning 
documents in the SBCAG library is attached.   
  

6. REGIONAL BLUEPRINT PLANNING GRANT 
 

Michael Powers provided an overview of the Blueprint Planning Grant and its 
relationship to other programs including the potential for obtaining other related funding.  
Bill Shipsey pointed out the difficulty for adjacent communities to agree on regional land 
use strategies.  Ken Curtis suggested that other large institutions may not be subject to 
the blueprint outcome.  Liz Limon was interested in the extent of participation by other 
groups such as the ECP.  Michael Powers suggested that the ECP as well as other 
stakeholders would be included.  Vijaya Jammalamadaka suggested that she could 
support the process but not the outcome since that has yet to be determined.  Ken Curtis 
could not support the Blueprint process.  Liz Limon hade a wide range of concerns since 
it was a results driven process that assumes certain outcomes and questioned the 
motives of state funding organizations.  Marc Bierdzinski suggested that grant money be 
used for efforts already underway including outreach for the Growth Forecast.  Bill 
Shipsey suggested that we should be wary of fishing lines with big hooks; they could be 
setting the stage for interference with local land use policies.   
  

7. REGIONAL NEEDS ALLOCATION 
 

Michael Powers provided some background to the informal SBCAG board member 
request for information regarding status of meeting RHNA housing allocations by income 
level.  Bill Shipsey pointed out that jurisdictions have been providing an annual housing 
by income level report as required by HCD.  
 

8. LOCAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES 
 
Marc Bierdzinski reviewed the sphere of influence study initiation and Phase 2 of the 
General Plan update.  Liz Limon provided background for their future growth outreach 
effort and the outer State Street issues related to the recent city council overturned 
condo project.  Ken Curtis reviewed the General Plan adoption schedule that includes a 
draft in March, hearings in April-July with potential adoption in September.  Other issues 
include the development status of Bishop Ranch and traffic modeling for the General 
Plan.  Vijaya Jammalamadaka reviewed the Clean Air Plan for 2007 and the associated 
tiered EIR.  The community advisory council will provide direction for the land use based    
development codes.  Bill Shipsey reviewed the status of their Housing Element and a 
special use permit ordinance for BBQ’s based on new state laws.  The Airport Business 
Park EIR, downtown plan EIR, and the wastewater treatment plant EIR are under 
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review.  LAFCO approved the Municipal Service Reviews for north county and will 
consider a change in the cities sphere of influence.   
 

9. ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION 
 
 There were no items for future consideration.      
 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bill Shipsey reviewed a new website referred to as zillow.com that provides housing 
price comparables.  
 
Peggy Woods has left the City of Lompoc and now is working in the City of Santa Maria  

 
11. ADJOURN 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 
 


