
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
  

Technical Planning Advisory Committee 
 

Thursday, January 5, 2006 
11:00 AM  

Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, CA 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Michael Powers SBCAG 
Liz Limon City of Santa Barbara 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Jackie Campbell City of Carpinteria 
Josh McDonnell Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Planning 
Shelley Stahl City of Solvang 
Peggy Woods City of Lompoc 
Marc Bierdzinski City of Buellton 
 
 
Others in Attendance 
 
Brian Bresolin SBCAG 
Andrew Orfila SBCAG 
John Ledbetter City of Santa Barbara 
Angela Perez City of Buellton 
 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Marc Bierdzinski who initiated a round of 
introductions. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Bierdzinski asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Several editorial corrections to the spelling of names were made by Jackie Campbell.  
Following a motion by Josh McDonnell and second by Peggy Woods the minutes of 
November 3, 2005 were approved with corrections to names and deletion of sentence 
number 5 in the discussion of Air Quality Land Use Measures. 
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4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
  

Michael Powers solicited input for TPAC chair and Vice-chair.  Bill Shipsey, although not 
in attendance, sent a message, via. Marc, that he would be willing to continue chairing 
the committee.  A motion was made by Josh McDonnell and seconded by Peggy Woods 
to elect Bill Shipsey as TPAC chair for 2006.  The motion passed unanimously.  A 
motion was made by Shelly Stahl and seconded by Liz Limon to elect Mark Bierdzinski 
as vice chair and the motion passed unanimously.   

 
5. REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT (RHNA) 
 
  The RHNA update process was reviewed by Brian Bresolin including the existing and 

proposed 2 year extension timeline and the resulting potential issues. Vijaya 
Jammalamadaka noted that the current RGF update is in sync with the Clean Air Plan.  
Michael Powers suggested that it is common to have many plans with varying adoption 
schedules.  Liz Limon requested the staff report and found the additional information 
useful.  Josh McDonnell suggested that extending the timeline would benefit their 
program.  There was a motion by Josh McDonnell to table the issue for 6 months. The 
motion was seconded by Liz Limon and passed unanimously. 

 
6. REGIONAL GROWTH FORECAST 
  

A.  Review and comment on information about Central Coast growth trends and 
forecasts. 

 
Brian Bresolin reviewed the Growth Forecast Central Coast Growth Trends for 
commuting, housing development, population and employment. Liz Limon 
requested clarification on the several figures depicting commuting origin and 
destinations.  She also questioned the source for housing development trends.  
Brian Bresolin cited the UCSB Economic Forecast as the source for the three 
county analysis since the CMP housing development data is available for Santa 
Barbara County only.  He suggested that a more detailed CMP data analysis be 
included for comparison purposes but the UCSB Economic Forecast data should 
remain since it provides consistent data for the tri county area.  The data sources 
and limitations will be discussed in more detail.  

 
Liz Limon pointed out that the City of Santa Barbara CMP submittals do not include 
projects in permit process only new permits issued in contrast to other jurisdictions 
submittals.   

 
B.  Review and comment on issues related to the update of the Regional Growth 

Forecast 2000-2030. 
 

Brian Bresolin provided an overview of potential demographic issues related to the 
Growth Forecast update including school enrollment, household size, employment 
trends, and land use. 
 
The group discussed school enrollment trends. Jackie Campbell reviewed material 
from meetings with Carpinteria school district officials that suggests students may 
not be leaving the area but going to other local schools that may offer better 
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programs.  Students that live in Ventura County are also attending local schools 
suggesting that they commute with parents.  John Ledbetter was interested in a 
breakdown of students by ethnicity.  Brian Bresolin suggested that this be included 
in the analysis as well as information regarding transfers if available.  He added 
that staff is preparing a report for TPAC on school enrollment trends. 

 
Additional household size input factors such as housing type and tenure were 
suggested by Liz Limon.  Water use data was suggested but may be problematic 
according to Vijaya Jammalamadaka and John Ledbetter due to changes in water 
use after drought conditions and conservation measures.   
 
Economic development policies included in Measure E are leading to more 
intensive mixed use in the City of Santa Barbara according to John Ledbetter.  
New employment is tourist based and institutional such as hospital expansion.  
Vijaya Jammalamadaka added that UCSB is experiencing extensive new 
construction that adds additional staff.  Marc Bierdzinski added that the City of 
Santa Maria is experiencing mostly retail development on sub prime agricultural 
land.  Josh McDonnell suggested that additional City of Santa Maria annexations to 
the east and west are included in the Municipal Service Reviews.   
 
Other comments from local representatives include the following. The City of 
Lompoc is experiencing retail and institutional (hospital) expansion as well as 
mixed use.  The City of Buellton is developing commercial and affordable 
housing/mixed use.  The City of Carpinteria is developing mixed use office and 
retail recently described in a State of the City report.  The City of Solvang has 
some vacant commercial lots that may be rezoned to more economically viable 
residential uses.  The County of Santa Barbara is considering encouraging more 
mixed use housing on up to 50 to 75 percent of commercial sites. Peggy Woods 
suggested watching the February 7th Planning Commission meeting due to a large 
annexation inquiry in the areas of Harris Grade and the Burton Ranch.                                 

  
7. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Andrew Orfila reviewed the County’s commercial/industrial development trends, based 
on the submittal of CMP data.  He suggested revising the submittal form to include new 
permits as well as those in process.  Josh McDonnell pointed out the difficulty of 
combining units in process and suggested only including larger projects to simplify the 
requirement.  Jackie Campbell pointed out some of the difficulties such as multiunit 
classifications for detached condominium units and the large amount of remodels and 
demolitions that would not account for new units.  Josh McDonnell stated that the 
County could submit building permit info for all projects, excluding redevelopment 
projects, and could provide approved projects information for larger projects (5 units or 
more for residential units, for example).  Liz Limon stated that the City can update their 
submittals to include project status (e.g. approved, under construction). 
 
Andrew Orfila also suggested an address based submittal to provide more detailed GIS 
mapping capability.  Jackie Campbell suggested that APN would be better since that is 
what they use for identification purposes.  She also suggested that the APN is not 
recorded in a timely manner so mapping could be problematic.  Andrew Orfila noted that 
SBCAG does not have an APN database but many agencies do submit address 
information and he encouraged planning staff at the local agencies to continue to submit 
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address information, if available, but that it would not be required under the CMP.  He 
stated that a new submittal form is being developed and a draft will be e-mailed to TPAC 
members when completed for their comments. 
 
Marc Bierdzinski stated that the City of Buellton’s cumulative projects list is available on 
the city’s website and is updated on a monthly basis. 

 
8. OVERALL WORK PROGRAM 
 

Michael Powers reviewed the Overall Work Program schedule, process, existing 
commitment and new challenges as well as the California Senate Bill 1024.  Liz Limon 
was interested in the outcome of the State IPR final report and where it goes from here.  
Michael Powers pointed out lack of funding to continue with some implementation 
strategies.  John Ledbetter was interested in program funding sources that Michael 
Powers subsequently reviewed.  Jackie Campbell was interested in a review of the 
TPAC role.  Michael Powers provided and overview that included review of technical 
documents, data, outreach input and recommendations to the SBCAG board.  
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Marc suggested that the members look at the newly completed Avenue of the Flags 
Redevelopment project and added that the city had just approved a new ordinance for 
construction debris diversion.  Jackie Campbell was interested in the DOF data request 
and its relationship to the CMP data submittals.  John informed the group the HCD 
Director has vacated her position.         

 
10. ADJOURN 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 
 


