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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA)        
 
 
MEETING DATE: January 5, 2006   AGENDA ITEM: 5 
 
    
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
 
Discuss the schedule for preparing the RHNA.   
 
  
STAFF CONTACT: Brian Bresolin 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Liz Limon, the Santa Barbara City TPAC representative, has asked that TPAC discuss the 
potential for modification of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) timeline to provide 
consistency with development of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).  The extension 
process was developed by the Housing Element Working Group to facilitate better coordination 
between housing and transportation planning using similar growth projections and infrastructure 
assumptions.  The Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) region successfully requested 
and obtained from the State Housing Community Development Department (HCD) a 2 year 
RHNA plan adoption extension so they can develop it in unison with their RTP.  A brief 
discussion with Gilian Adams, the RHNA Regional Planner from ABAG, suggests that a primary 
reason for coordination with the RTP was due to the fact funding for the RHNA is no longer 
being provided by the state.  ABAG felt that some funding issues might be resolved and 
efficiencies gained by developing the two plans together.  Ms. Adams provided several letters of 
correspondence (May 2nd and August 25th) that alluded to scheduling issues with their Forecast 
and RTP process, and lack of time to respond to recent changes in housing law.  The formal 
response and approval letter from HCD is attached as well as the enabling legislation.     
 
Recent changes to federal law require that the RTP be updated every five years with the most 
recent update of the SBCAG RTP anticipated in 2006.  The next update then would be 
tentatively scheduled for 2010-11.  The existing and proposed update schedule for the RHNA 
and other related documents is as follows.   
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• Regional Transportation Plan 2006 
• The SBCAG Regional Housing Need Allocation adopted June 2008.  
• Housing Element update completed June 2009 

 
A potential revised schedule with two year extension coinciding with the RTP could be as 
follows. 
 

• Regional transportation Plan 2010 
• Regional Housing Need Allocation adopted June 2010 
• Housing Element update completed June 2011 

 
Summary of Document Adoption Schedules 

 
Document Current Adoption Date Proposed Adoption Date 
Growth Forecast December 2006 2009+ 
Regional Transportation Plan Mid 2006 2010-2011 
Regional Housing Needs June 2008 June 2010 
Housing Elements June 2009 June 2011 
   
Census Data Availability 2000 A.C.S. 2008-2009 

Each one of these documents takes approximately one year to develop and complete public review process.  
 
 
There are other issues that might impact the update of the RHNA.   
 
The SBCAG Regional Growth Forecast, currently scheduled to be updated in 2006, may need 
an additional revision if SBCAG proceeds with a 2009 RHNA allocation process schedule.  This 
depends on how the forecast is tracking with other official estimates, changes in local land use, 
and availability of new data.  
 
In addition, the State has not reimbursed SBCAG for the costs of preparing the last RHNA.  So, 
if the potential to fund the next plan is uncertain, the SBCAG board will have to decide if it wants 
to proceed with preparing this now unfunded mandate and if it chooses to prepare the RHNA 
how SBCAG will fund this effort.   
 
As the decade progresses the 2000 Census data becomes more obsolete and less desirable to 
use in the planning process.  Scheduling updated an updated plan should consider the use of 
more recent data if possible.  Data from the 2004 American Community Survey are currently 
available for most metropolitan areas greater than 250,000 population.   Within three years, data 
should be available for all areas more than 20,000 (2007).  For small areas less than 20,000, it 
will take five years to accumulate a large enough sample to provide estimates with accuracy 
similar to the decennial census (2009). 
 
If the current schedule remains, with a new forecast adopted at the end of 2006 the most recent 
RTP adopted mid 2006 will be based on the previous forecast.  The RHNA will be based on the 
new forecast adopted at the end of 2006. 
 
Staff recommends that TPAC should revisit this issue six months from now as the schedule 
draws nearer. 
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65584.02.  (a) For the fourth and subsequent revisions of the 
housing element pursuant to Section 65588, the existing and projected 
need for housing may be determined for each region by the department 
as follows, as an alternative to the process pursuant to Section 
65584.01: 
   (1) In a region in which at least one subregion has accepted 
delegated authority pursuant to Section 65584.03, the region's 
housing need shall be determined at least 26 months prior to the 
housing element update deadline pursuant to Section 65588.  In a 
region in which no subregion has accepted delegation pursuant to 
Section 65584.03, the region's housing need shall be determined at 
least 24 months prior to the housing element deadline. 
   (2) At least six months prior to the department's determination of 
regional housing need pursuant to paragraph (1), a council of 
governments may request the use of population and household forecast 
assumptions used in the regional transportation plan.  For a housing 
element update due date pursuant to Section 65588 that is prior to 
January 2007, the department may approve a request that is submitted 
prior to December 31, 2004, notwithstanding the deadline in this 
paragraph.  This request shall include all of the following: 
   (A) Proposed data and assumptions for factors contributing to 
housing need beyond household growth identified in the forecast. 
These factors shall include allowance for vacant or replacement 
units, and may include other adjustment factors. 
   (B) A proposed planning period that is not longer than the period 
of time covered by the regional transportation improvement plan or 
plans of the region pursuant to Section 14527, but a period not less 
than five years, and not longer than six years. 
   (C) A comparison between the population and household assumptions 
used for the Regional Transportation Plan with population and 
household estimates and projections of the Department of Finance. 
   The council of governments may include a request to extend the 
housing element deadline pursuant to Section 65588 to a date not to 
exceed two years, for the purpose of coordination with the scheduled 
update of a regional transportation plan pursuant to federal law. 
   (b) The department shall consult with the council of governments 
regarding requests submitted pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(a). The department may seek advice and consult with the 
Demographic Research Unit of the Department of Finance, the State 
Department of Transportation, a representative of a contiguous 
council of governments, and any other party as deemed necessary.  The 
department may request that the council of governments revise data, 
assumptions, or methodology to be used for the determination of 
regional housing need, or may reject the request submitted pursuant 
to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a).  Subsequent to consultation with 
the council of governments, the department will respond in writing 
to requests submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a). 
   (c) If the council of governments does not submit a request 
pursuant to subdivision (a), or if the department rejects the request 
of the council of governments, the determination for the region 
shall be made pursuant to Sections 65584 and 65584.01. 
 


