
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
  

VENTURA AND SANTA BARBARA CITY COUNTY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
 

Thursday, June 2, 2005 
1:30  PM  

Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District Office 
550 Olive Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Michael Powers SBCAG 
John Ledbetter City of Santa Barbara 
Liz Limon City of Santa Barbara 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Bill Shipsey City of Santa Maria 
Ed Moses County of Santa Barbara, Housing/Community Dev. 
Josh McDonnell County of Santa Barbara, Planning 
Jacki Bacharach VCOG 
Sam Freed  Simi Valley 
Eric Chen  Simi Valley 
Heather Davis City of Santa Paula 
Kim Uhlich Ventura LAFCO 

 
 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Michael Powers and a round of introductions was 
initiated. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no public comments 
 
3. FEBRUARY MEETING SUMMARY 
 

There were no comments on the February meeting summary. 
 
4. UPDATE ON INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN AND 

PROJECTS - CCPA PARTICIPATION 
 

Because the Ventura County representative was absent this item was deferred.  
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5. JOBS/HOUSING/TRANSPORTATION 
 

a. State legislative proposals 
 
Michael Powers summarized a number of State Assembly and Senate bills including: 
AB350, AB691, AB1203, SB44, SB521, SB832, and SB968 that addressed RHNA, 
CEQA infill exemptions, and jobs-housing concentration.  Michael also added that there 
has been a push to get the RHNA Plans locally funded.   
 
John Ledbetter stated that the League of Cities is opposed to AB 435, which is an effort 
to streamline density bonus law.   He also briefly described the visit by Lucy Dunn, HCD 
Director, who focused on supply side housing production measures and advocated for 
streamlining CEQA and infill projects.   
 
Vijaya Jammalamadaka described SB 44, which provides for Air Quality Elements of 
General Plans.  She said it had passed the Senate.  The requirement would take effect 
one year after the approval of the next Housing Element Update, now 2010 for SB 
County.  Vijaya also distributed a flyer about a new California Air Resources Board Air 
Quality and Land Use and Planning Handbook.  She called attention to guidelines that 
recommended citing certain sensitive land uses some distance away from sources of 
pollution. 
 
b. Local Preference Housing Options 
 
Jacki Bacharach stated that VCOG had received SCAG funds just recently that must be 
spent by the end of this fiscal year, and she is looking into three recommendations in 
the Jobs-Housing Mobility study, including local preference housing options, remote 
work centers and video conference facilities, and permit streamlining. 
 
Jacki described the results of her preliminary research based on interviews, web site 
search, and conversations with the Local Government Commission and others.  She 
stated that some areas are using local preference criteria, and its overall application 
may be one of political will and concerns about violating fair housing requirements 
about equal access.  John Ledbetter described the Casa De Las Fuentes project that 
used stated preferences for downtown workers, those without cars.  He recommended 
use of multiple vs. single criteria as applied to an all inclusive list. Some asked about its 
application to market rate housing and concerns by developers about any restrictions 
on marketing their projects.  One option was discussed currently being explored in 
Salinas that would emphasize the significant housing need within the community in the 
local housing plan and local preferences as a way to address this overall need.  John 
stated that the local housing authorities are better equipped to develop lists and to 
monitor the ongoing residential status of their tenants.  Ed Moses stated the Public 
Housing Authority’s are obligated to serve people in their area, and they can target 
specific groups as long as there is no adverse impact on specific classes of people.  
Jacki said that Santa Paula is applying local preferences to first time homebuyers - 
people who work or reside in the community are eligible.  Bill Shipsey stated that he 
would share a memo prepared on worker housing that also examined this issue.  Vijaya 
stated that the Laginnitas Project in Carpinteria used a development agreement that 
provided for tenant selection in concentric circles out from the project emphasizing 
those who work and live in the community.  Michael recalled a local housing preference 
for a project in San Francisco and John talked about the program by Cottage Hospital 
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to house workers on site.  There was some unease about fair housing impacts and 
members suggested a memo to local attorneys to verify the application as one criterion 
in a screening process.  
 
c. Remote work centers and video-conference facilities 
 
Few in the meeting had much experience with this, but Josh McDonnell spoke positively 
about the success County Planning and Development had with remote access between 
the departmental offices in north and south county. 
 

 There was little interest in examining permit streamlining in more detail and it was 
believed it was locally specific.   

 
 Ed Moses recommended attention be given to projects that span multiple agencies and 

require multiple permits 
 
6. HIGHWAY 101 IN-MOTION 
 

Michael provided an update on 101 In-Motion.  He distributed a summary of the four 
main alternatives and described each of the packages.  In response to a question about 
the use of Highway 101, Michael replied that relatively few trips in the peak hour start 
and finish outside the county.  Most of the trips are internal to the south coast and an 
increasing number have been to Ventura County. 
 

7. OTHER ITEMS 
 

Michael stated that the next meeting would take place in October in Ventura County.  
Josh McDonnell recommended a legislative update as a discussion topic, and Josh and 
others recommended the meeting time be set in the morning as opposed to the 
afternoon. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING 
 
 
9. ADJOURN 
 

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 pm. 
 


