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SUBJECT: Census Data       
 
 
MEETING DATE: March 4, 2004       AGENDA ITEM:   5          
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review recent census and other data releases and recommend further analysis. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
As you know SBCAG is a Census Affiliate Center and assists the Census Bureau in local 
census activities and dissemination of data.  A significant amount of time has passed since the 
2000 Census took place and the release of Summary Files.  The Census Bureau has continued 
to work with federal agencies and others in the development of additional value added products 
such as the Census Transportation Planning Package (CTPP), Local Employment Dynamics 
among others.  This staff report provides the latest inventory of data releases for your general 
information and potential use by planning or other city staff.   
 
The Census Bureau, along with the US Department of Transportation, has developed an 
extensive transportation planning database.  To date, SBCAG has received Part 1 (Place of 
Residence) and Part 2 (Place of Work) of the three part CTPP.  Part 3 (Place of Residence to 
Place of Work Flows) is anticipated to be released in the near future.  The database describes 
year 2000 commute, income, and household characteristics of workers by place or residence 
and place of work for cities and traffic analysis zones (taz’s), used primarily in SBCAG’s 
transportation model.  This data may also be of use to your transportation staff and others 
interested in local transportation characteristics and are available on a CD-ROM.      
 
Also recently released is the Local Employment Dynamics Program (LED).  The Census Bureau 
along with its state partners provides Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI).  QWI has 
information on employment for workers in different industries and different age and sex groups, 
so that you know where the jobs are on the countywide level, know what people are getting 
paid, and what jobs are being created and lost on an annual basis.  The data may be most 
useful to economic development efforts and is available on line through the Census Bureau 
website.        
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You may be familiar with the American Community Survey (ACS), an ongoing sample to 
eventually replace the census long form questionnaire and provide annual data.  The ACS goal 
is to provide data to the users within six months of the end of a collection or calendar year. 
When fully implemented, the American Community Survey will provide direct estimates each 
year for states, counties, and other governmental units or population groups of 65,000 or more.  
For smaller governmental units or population groups (those with a population of less than 
65,000), it will take 3 to 5 years to produce estimates, which will be refreshed each year 
thereafter.  Currently ACS 2002 data is available for the County of Santa Barbara on the 
Census website. 
 
SBCAG has authority to use the Advanced Query System that allows the custom tabulation of 
the 2000 Census.  The Summary Files 1 and 2 that you are familiar with through your work in 
the housing element update process are only a sample of the tables one could create with all 
the long and short form data.  With the Advanced Query System SBCAG can develop cross 
tabulations not otherwise offered and it is available upon request through SBCAG staff. 
 
Recent and anticipated Census data releases include the School District Tabulation that 
provides standard data disaggregated into county school districts.  The Special Tabulation on 
Aging is anticipated this summer and provides data for the older segment of the population.    
Other non census data at SBCAG that you may find useful include year 2000 color aerial 
photography and road network segments based on the new SBCAG GIS based Trans CAD 
transportation model.    
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