
 

 
 

 
 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
SOUTH COAST MEASURE D POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
September 12, 2007 

 
1:30 PM 

 
SBMTD Conference Room 

550 Olive Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
 Chair Carbajal called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. and introduced meeting 

facilitator, Matt Dobberteen to continue the meeting.  
 
South Coast Subregional Planning Committee Members Present: Salud Carbajal, 
Supervisor First District; Janet Wolf, Supervisor Second District; Marty Blum, Mayor, City 
of Santa Barbara; Joe Armendariz, Councilmember, City of Carpinteria; Jonny Wallis, 
Councilmember, City of Goleta.  

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present: Pat Mickelson, Planning, Caltrans District 5; Richard 

Weinberg, SBMTD Board of Directors 
  
 Members Absent: Brooks Firestone, Supervisor, Third District. 
 
 Advisory committee members proceeded with self-introductions. Policy 

Development Committee members in attendance included: Wilson Hubbell, Santa 
Barbara Bicycle Coalition; Eva Inbar, Coalition for Sustainable Transportation; Hamid 
Bahadori, Automobile Club of Southern California; Steve Cushman, Santa Barbara 
Chamber; Jan Evans, Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association; Dennis Story, 
Coastal Rail Now; Steve Greig, Carpinteria Valley Chamber; Kristen Amyx, Goleta 
Valley Chamber; David Pritchett, PUEBLO; and Paula Perotte, 15th District PTA. 

 
 SBCAG Staff Members Present: Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Stephen 

VanDenburgh, Deputy Director of Programming & Project Delivery; Gregg Hart, Public 
Information Officer; and Brittany Odermann, Transportation Planner. 

   
2. REVIEW OF AGENDA AND MEETING OBJECTIVES 
 
 Supervisor Carbajal announced that the facilitator would be recording the meeting and 

that anyone else is free to record the meeting.  Matt Dobberteen reviewed the agenda, 
summarized the meeting objectives and reviewed meeting packet materials. He also 
summarized the work the committee has accomplished to date.  
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3. AUGUST 1 MEETING REVIEW 
 
 Jim Kemp presented the meeting summary from the August 1st meeting and referred 

committee members to a packet item containing staff responses to committee questions 
for their information and review.   
 

4. REGIONAL TRANSIT, PARATRANSIT, AND TRAFFIC DEMAND REDUCTION 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
 Matt Dobberteen introduced the regional transit services and their presenters. The 

following agency staff participated in presentations for this agenda item: Kent Epperson 
of Traffic Solutions presented information on the Clean Air Express, Coastal Express 
and Traffic Demand Reduction Program; Sherrie Fisher of SBMTD presented 
information on the Valley Express regional bus service; and Ernesto Paredes presented 
information about the South Coast paratransit and ADA service provider, Easy Lift. The 
presentations provided general information about these transit services and programs to 
continue to familiarize the committee with the regional programs that may be included in 
the 2008 Measure D investment plan.  

 
 Mr. Paredes of Easy Lift made a specific request to the committee for a $6 million 

allocation for paratransit in the South Coast Measure D investment plan.  
 
 Committee members asked Mr. Epperson about the future of the Traffic Demand 

Reduction Program if the North County investment plan did not include an allocation to 
the program. He responded that the program would have to continue to serve the entire 
county given the reality of where people live and work.  

  
 Matt Dobberteen asked the committee to comment on other transportation needs and 

priorities. He suggested that this was the time for other groups to provide descriptions of 
additional transportation programs and projects for possible consideration within the 
investment plan. Public member Julie Kahn commented that additional rail service and 
light rail be considered.  
 
The committee recessed for a short break. 
 

5. MEASURE D 2008 DRAFT INVESTMENT PLAN 
  

Brittany Odermann presented the Discussion Draft South Coast Measure D Renewal 
Investment Plan included in the committee meeting materials. Jim Kemp reviewed how 
the current Measure D local program funds are distributed by formula compared to the 
additional proposed alternatives.  He noted that currently each city and the county 
annually receives a base allocation of $50,000 and the balance of the local program 
funding is allocated on the basis of population.  Matt Dobberteen asked the committee to 
consider the local program base allocation and how much each agency should receive 
“off the top” before applying the population distribution formula. Committee members 
expressed concern with the organization of the plan and continuing the local program 
allocation as it is in the current measure with little accountability for where the money is 
being spent. A suggestion was made that the funding be allocated directly to projects, 
eliminating the local versus regional program differentiation. A facilitated discussion of 
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this topic followed and other committee members expressed differing views including 
support of the current plan format and a desire to continue that framework.  
 
Jim Kemp responded to a request to expand on the Commuter & Passenger Rail and 
Service Improvements project included in the regional program.  Mr. Kemp reviewed the 
regional program project definitions. He explained that money could be used for capital 
and operating costs for both commuter and passenger rail services. He gave several 
examples of projects that could be funded in the program including supporting Amtrak 
passenger rail in an adjustment of their schedule to serve the commuter market. He 
noted that there are insufficient revenues available from the ½% renewal to fund the 
capital and operations costs of the full scale commuter rail program envisioned in the 
101 in Motion plan.   He stated that the program is intended to make progress on future 
commuter service, but could also be used to implement some intercity capital rail 
improvements. 
   
The discussion continued about the local versus regional issue. Committee members 
and public participants commented that the current plan framework with seemingly 
arbitrary distinctions between local and regional will be difficult for voters to digest and 
an attempt should be made to define the projects in the local program. This effort could 
allow the committee to reach consensus on a plan more easily. Jim Kemp responded 
that including a local flexible program is consistent with most programs across the state.  
He said that it is common for a plan to include local flexible funding that will go to each 
jurisdiction to be spent at their discretion, designed for flexibility to use on local facilities 
as well as augment regional projects and programs.  
 
Jim Kemp directed two questions to the committee: Should MTD be included in the plan 
as a direct recipient of an annual allocation of Measure funds and if so, what is the 
amount? Committee members requested clarity on how much funding is going to local 
streets and roads, how much is going to transit and how much is going to bike and 
pedestrian projects. One committee member requested designated allocations that the 
region can rely on for each program. Facilitator, Matt Dobberteen reminded the 
committee that it is difficult for local jurisdictions to plan for the next 30 years with set 
definitions and funding. Local agency representatives and elected officials agreed that 
flexibility is imperative for adjusting to changing circumstances and adapt to needs as 
they present themselves.  

 
The committee reached some consensus that the local program could be categorized, 
but that the jurisdictions need flexibility. Committee members agreed that MTD could be 
included in the plan as a direct recipient. Generally, members agreed to the funding 
amount of $90 million with an annual allocation to MTD but requested that MTD and 
local agency representatives agree on how this amount would be shared among the 
local agencies and report back to the committee.    

 
The committee requested that staff bring back a plan that makes local program 
commitments to alternative modes. Staff will work on a discussion plan that 
allows flexibility to local agencies, but also includes levels of accountability for 
local flexible funding.   
 
MTD and local agency representatives would meet to reach agreement on how 
costs for the $90 million allocation to MTD would be shared among the local 
agencies.      
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6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
 There were no public comments.  

 
7. CONFIRM NEXT MEETING DATE 
   
 The committee agreed to schedule the next meeting date for October 10th, 2007 

(subsequently cancelled).  
 
 The next meeting will be October 24, 2007 – 1:30 p.m. at SBMTD. 
 
 There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 PM. 


