
  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

SOUTH COAST SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

February 7, 2007 
 

1:00 PM 
 

SBMTD Conference Room 
550 Olive Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
 Members Present: Salud Carbajal, Supervisor First District, Janet Wolf, Supervisor 

Second District; Brooks Firestone, Supervisor, Third District; Marty Blum, Mayor, City of 
Santa Barbara; Joe Armendariz, Councilman, City of Carpinteria; Jonny Wallis, Mayor, 
City of Goleta.  

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present: Aileen Lowe, Planning Manager, Caltrans District 5; Dick 

Weinberg, SBMTD Board of Directors 
 
 Members Absent: None  
 
 Staff Members Present: Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Steve VanDenburgh, Deputy 

Director of Programming, Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning; Gregg Hart, 
Public Information Officer. 

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Chair Carbajal asked for public comment.  
 
 Jerry Estrada provided an update on the medical condition of SBMTD Director Sherrie 

Fisher. 
 
 Jeremy Tittle reported on Supervisor Carbajal and his trip to Washington D.C. in which 

they received encouragement from Federal Transit Administration officials to apply for 
federal funding for commuter rail service. 

  
3. MEETING SUMMARY 
 
 Following a motion by Supervisor Firestone, seconded by Councilman Armendariz, the 

meeting summary was approved with abstentions by Supervisor Wolf and 
Councilmember Armenderiz. 

 
 



4. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
 
 Following a motion by Supervisor Wolf, seconded by Supervisor Firestone, Supervisor 

Carbajal was unanimously elected Committee Chair for 2007.  Following a motion by 
Supervisor Firestone, seconded by Mayor Blum, Councilmember Jonny Wallis was 
unanimously elected Committee Vice-Chair for 2007. 

  
5.  LOSSAN CORRIDORWIDE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN – PUBLIC WORKSHOP  
 
 Michael Powers provided background information on the origin of SBCAG’s involvement 

in LOSSAN. 
 
 Ms. Linda Culp of SANDAG and LOSSAN .provided an overview of the LOSSAN 

Strategic Business Plan 
 
 Richard Dial, consultant to LOSSAN provided a summary of the rail capacity modeling 

assumptions, approach, and results. 
 
 Mr. Weinberg expressed surprise with the conclusion that five sidings between Ventura 

and Santa Barbara will be needed and wanted assurance the City of Carpinteria had 
been notified.  Mr. Dial replied that SBCAG had received a presentation and there was a 
noticed public workshop that was well attended.  

 
 Dennis Story, Coast Rail Now expressed concern about the UP consultant conducting 

the modeling work and believed five sidings was overkill.   Mr. Dial indicated this was a 
2030 estimate of need based on growth in passenger, freight, and commuter trains. 

 
 Paul Dyson, RailPac, stated that the rail network was stressed with regular delays 

occurring to passenger trains.  He urged additional state involvement, advocated for 
institutional change, and control over UP. 

 
6.  TRANSPORTATION FUNDING NEEDS  
 
 Jim Kemp summarized the staff report and the findings from staff’s listening sessions 

with opponents and proponents of the failed attempt to renew Measure D in the 
November 2006 election.  He cited several factors that contributed to renewal ballot 
measure’s failure to achieve two-thirds voter support.   

 
 Supervisor Wolf leaves 
 
 Mayor Blum advocated for a public involvement process in any future attempts to renew 

Measure D.   
 
 Supervisor Firestone requested information on a gas tax revenue measure. 
 
 Councilwoman Wallis emphasized the importance of tying a renewal to actual need but 

questioned if the Measure D terminology was confusing people.   
 
 Mr. Weinberg suggested a regional, e.g., south coast, sales tax. 
 
 Councilman Armendariz expressed disapproval with a gas tax but stated his support for 

a ½ cent renewal emphasizing local control and Highway 101 widening. 



 
 Supervisor Carbajal emphasized the need for a broad public process countywide. He 

expressed the committee consensus that the board needs to initiate an effort now to 
renew Measure D or identify alternative funding sources and that any such effort must 
involve the public throughout, to ensure that any measures placed before the voters 
have broader public support throughout the County.  The committee also expressed 
interest in having staff provide general information on transportation funding 
needs/options including two revenue enhancement options that were discussed by the 
committee: a countywide gas tax increase and a subregional sales tax measure for the 
south county.   

 
 Councilman Armendariz leaves. 
 
 Chairman Carbajal asked for public comment. 
 
 Eva Inbar representing Coast supported a renewal effort that included a public process 

that examined all ideas. 
 
 Mark Bradley of Coast requested a re-examination of the allocation of 70% of the 

revenues to the locals with inadequate funding left for alternative transportation. 
 
 Dennis Story expressed his support for commuter rail.   
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 


