
 

 
 

 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

SOUTH COAST SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

May 2, 2007 
 

1:00 PM 
 

SBMTD Conference Room 
550 Olive Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
 Members Present: Salud Carbajal, Supervisor First District, Brooks Firestone, 

Supervisor, Third District; Marty Blum, Mayor, City of Santa Barbara; Joe Armendariz, 
Councilman, City of Carpinteria; Jonny Wallis, Mayor, City of Goleta.  

 
 Ex-Officio Members Present: Aileen Lowe, Planning Manager, Caltrans District 5; Dick 

Weinberg, SBMTD Board of Directors 
 
 Members Absent: Janet Wolf, Supervisor Second District; 
 
 Staff Members Present: Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Steve VanDenburgh, Deputy 

Director of Programming, Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning; Gregg Hart, 
Public Information Officer. 

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Chair Carbajal asked for public comment and there was none   
 
   
3. MEETING SUMMARY 
 
 Following a motion by Supervisor Firestone, seconded by Councilman Armendariz, the 

meeting summary of February 7 was approved.  
 
 
4. MEASURE D RENEWAL 
 
 Jim Kemp presented the introductory staff remarks.  Gregg Hart followed with a review 

of the staff recommendation.   
 
 Chairman Carbajal expressed a desire for more attendance, with the particular need for 

input from the business community.  He opened the item for public comment. 
 



 
 Barry Siegel stated he was generally supportive, expressed the need for a countywide 

plan, stressed that Measure D can support but not pay for the entire 101 widening 
project.  

 
 Marc Chytilo supported the conceptual staff recommendation, emphasized the need to 

support funding for public transit, and stressed the need to improve the land use 
transportation connection.  

 
 Sherrie Fisher supported public transit and stated that the recent increase in the 

frequency of service on Lines 1, 2, and other lines has resulted in an increase in 
ridership. 

 
 Tony Nisch supported the staff recommendations and stated that the public needs to 

know the importance of Measure D for its value as a match to state bonds and to 
address an inadequately funded STIP.   

 
 Supervisor Carbajal asked for board comment. 
 
 Councilwoman Jonny Wallis emphasized the role Measure D has in leveraging state 

funds and pointed to the example of Ventura County who does not have a local option 
sales tax and where some roads are maintained on a 50 year improvement schedule. 

 
 Supervisor Firestone spoke of the importance of technical advances creating more fuel 

efficient cars.  He emphasized the importance of board leadership and that the public is 
relying on elected officials to do their job.  He stated he favors a renewal of the existing 
Measure. 

 
 Councilman Armendariz concurred with the staff analysis that highlighted reasons for the 

failure of the recent Measure D renewal attempt.  He was particularly critical of the tax 
increase.  He cautioned against a negative campaign that emphasizes the decline of the 
road system.  He spoke to the need for regional projects, such as interrgional bus 
service, that might unite the county.  He indicated that the local regional split may have 
to be adjusted to account for various needs. 

 
 Mayor Blum stated that the unincorporated County will lose the most if the measure is 

not renewed.  She favored an extensive marketing program and volunteered to assist in 
outreach.  She also observed that north county agencies seemed fixed on the 70:30 split 
and that in the south coast an allocation for MTD was important. 

 
 Director Weinberg emphasized the need to keep it simple as the prior measure was hard 

to explain.  He favored respecting differences between North and South County, a ½ 
cent tax, taking 101 funding off the top, and funding commuter rail with a ¼ cent limited 
term measure separate from renewal of Measure D.  

 
 Councilwoman Wallis added that it was premature to indicate that all south coast 

jurisdictions will have the same priorities. 
 
 Chairman Carbajal indicated his support for a bifurcated plan, support for regional 

projects, and a regional transit plan.  He expressed concern for potentially two measures 
on the ballot.   

 



 A discussion ensued about the framework for the renewal.   
  
 Supervisor Firestone advanced a simple renewal.  Mr. Chytilo stated the environmental 

community and the transit advocates will not support a measure that allocates 90% of 
the funds for streets and roads.   

 
 Staff members Hart and VanDenburgh diagramed an option for consideration on the 

board.  Following a motion by Mayor Blum, seconded by Councilman Armedariz the 
Committee voted unanimously for an expenditure plan framework that includes 
countywide funding support for the 101 south coast widening and interregional bus 
service, and development of north and south county subregional plans using the 
remaining revenues with the percentages between local and regional programs for each 
subregional plan to be determined by the two respective subregional committees as 
depicted in the following diagram. 

  

Measure D -2008 Renewal Framework 
 
 

  North County South County 
Local Program (?%) Local Program (?%) 

Regional Program (?%) Regional Program (?%) 

• 101 widening South County 
• Interregional Bus Service 

 
 
ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
 
 
  
 


