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MEETING SUMMARY 

 
JOINT MEETING OF THE  

SBCAG SOUTH COAST SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE and 
A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE VENTURA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
October 6, 2004 

 
2:00 PM 

 
SBMTD Conference Room 

550 Olive Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
 SBCAG South Coast Subregional Planning Committee Members Present: Susan Rose, 

Supervisor, Second District, Naomi Schwartz, Supervisor, First District;, Richard Weinberg, 
Mayor, City of Carpinteria; Marty Mariscal, Councilman, City of Santa Maria: Jack Hawxhurst, 
Councilman, City of Goleta; Russ Hicks, Councilman, City of Buellton 

 
 Ex-officio Members Absent:   Gregg Albright, Director, Caltrans District 5.  
 
 Members Absent:   Gail Marshall, Supervisor, Third District; Dan Secord, Councilman, City of 

Santa Barbara 
 
 VCOG Members Present: Steve Bennett, Ventura County Supervisor, Jonathan Sharkey, 

Councilman, City of Port Hueneme,  Carl Morehouse, Deputy Mayor, City of San Buenaventura, 
Mary Ann Krause, Councilwoman, City of Santa Paula.    

 
 Staff Members Present:   SBCAG: Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Michael Powers, Deputy 

Director of Planning;  Gregg Hart, Public Information Officer; VCOG: Jacki Bacharach, 
Executive Director. 

 
  
2.  Public Comment 
 
 Chair Rose asked for public comment and there was none. 
 
 
 
 
 



3.          Meeting Summary, September 1, 2004, South Coast Subcommittee meeting. 
 
 Following a motion by Supervisor Schwartz and seconded by Councilman Hawxhurst, the 

Meeting Summary of September 1, 2004 was approved unanimously by members of the 
SBCAG South Coast Subregional Planning Committee. 

 
4. Discussion of Regional Issues 
 

Jim Kemp provided a brief introduction and background on the Jobs – Housing Partnership 
report.  Michael Powers, using slides presented an overview of Santa Barbara and Ventura 
Counties, A review of Challenges and Opportunities in Working Together.  
 
Deputy Mayor Morehouse expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to meet and work 
together.  He summarized the long history of agricultural protection programs in Ventura 
County.  He indicated that his citizens were expressing concerns about the housing they were 
approving for people who worked in Santa Barbara and indicated they house many of those 
who work for the Santa Barbara Police Department. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz expressed her interest in working together but expressed her concern 
about the lack of awareness of regional issues by the pubic and the media.  She recommended 
a press release to highlight on-going cooperation.  She expressed interest in knowing more 
about VCOG. 
 
Supervisor Bennett indicated he was chair of VCOG and VCTC and he indicated there was a 
paradigm shift occurring in the county and other areas recognizing the need for smart growth 
and that collaboration was consistent with that movement.   He also outlined upcoming 
organizational changes at VCTC in that all cities will be on the VCTC board by November. 
 
In response to a question by Supervisor Schwartz, Supervisor Bennett indicated that VCTC was 
a member of SCAG and the VCTC Director was on the SCAG technical committee.  He added, 
in response to a question from Councilman Weinberg, that South Coast Area Transit (SCAT) 
provides local transit services and VISTA, operated by VCTC provides regional transit services. 
 
Deputy Mayor Morehouse described that SCAG was focused on transportation and the county 
and cities on land use.  Councilman Sharkey provided a brief history of VCOG, indicating it has 
evolved amidst controversy.   
 
Supervisor Rose asked what the Agenda items were for the upcoming meeting with SCAG and 
VCTC on November 11.  Jacki Bacharach replied that the meeting will kick off with 
presentations by SCAG on their COMPASS project and SBCAG on the 101 In Motion and Jobs- 
Housing Partnership programs.  Supervisor Rose indicated we need to obtain more information 
on the commuters, their skills, incomes, how long people commute. 
 
Peggy Rueda of the Workforce Investment Board described an impending study that will 
address some of these questions about commuters.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz described the challenges in addressing mobility needs with the movement 
of people in search of more affordable housing.  She spoke of the expanding envelop of 
regional interests. 
 
Councilman Mariscal described how Santa Maria can learn from Ventura County example of 
addressing agricultural concerns and urban growth.  He stated that it is important to know the 



job skills of those new homeowners and it is important to use the new tools to examine options 
to address growth and density.  It is essential that we look at a 30 – 50 year time horizon.    
 
Deputy Mayor Morehouse described recent tools used in Ventura County including the UMT 
study prepared by the County and the SCAG Compass project. 
 
Councilman Sharkey indicated there was a need for a structure to facilitate collaboration and the 
need for agencies to consider the needs of others. 
 
Supervisor Bennett indicated there may be opportunities for agreements on providing mass 
transit, which is a choice not a growth issue.   He also stated the need to change state 
legislation so new housing can be targeted to existing and new workers in the area.   
 
Supervisor Rose described the South Coast Housing Issues Group that provided a forum for 
ongoing coordination of local housing element and program development. 
 
Under Public Comment, Barry Siegel highlighted the need to expand the existing interregional 
express transit service between Ventura and Santa Barbara.   
 
Councilman Hicks asked if improvements to the Highway 101 corridor were in the proposed 
Measure B sales tax ordinance.  Supervisor Bennett replied affirmatively. 
 
Councilman Mariscal advocated for a united voice on matters related to federal funding of 
transportation at both the regional and California legislative delegation levels. 
 
Deputy Mayor Morehouse observed that the Channel Island cities group regularly meets and 
discusses matters of mutual interest.  He added that the current revenue structure inhibits 
working together and change is needed.   
 
Mayor Weinberg added there were quarterly meetings of the APCO’s of Santa Barbara, 
Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties and the topics under consideration could be broadened.   
 
Jacki Bacharach added that regional agencies can serve as a clearinghouse for tools, whether it 
is modeling the future or car sharing programs. 
 
Under public comment, John Jostes, Interactive Planning and Counciling, spoke of the need to 
invent a regional future and recommended an editorial by members of the joint committee to 
serve as a public education tool. 
 
Supervisor Rose indicated there was plenty of material for further consideration and said she 
hoped the meeting of November 11 proved fruitful.  
 

5. Adjourn 
 
 There being no other business the meeting adjourned. 
  
 
     
 
 
 
 


