
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council (SBCTAC) 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Buellton City Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, CA 

SBCTAC Members Present 

Petra Löwen ILRC 
Polly Bleavins Children & Families Commission 
Tully Clifford SYVT 
David Damiano (Chair) SBMTD 
Matt Dobberteen County of SB 
Cathy Farrar Transit User 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Austin O’Dell SMAT 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User – South Coast 
Ed Zoost Transit User – SMAT 

Others Present 

Ashley Payne Community Partners in Caring 
Mark C. Bouscarea U.S. Census Bureau 
Andrew Vail Pathpoint 

SBCAG Staff 

Michael Powers, Aubrey Spilde, Sarkes Khachek 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Chair Damiano called the meeting to order and initiated introductions. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chair Damiano asked for public comment and there was none. 

3. MINUTES 

Petra Löwen noted the following edit at the end of item #5: “Bea Merwin reported…pleased 
with the…”  Following a motion by Bea Merwin, seconded by Cathy Farrar, SBCTAC 
approved the minutes of September 8, 2009, with abstentions by Matt Dobberteen, Polly 
Bleavins, and David Damiano. 
 
David Damiano, on behalf of Howard Kraus, clarified a point in item #4: public transit 
providers cannot provide school bus service unless they open it to the general public, in 
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which case the FTA may allow it.  Austin O’Dell agreed, but reiterated that transit providers 
must be very careful to comply with Federal Transit Administration (FTA) regulations. 

4. JARC AND NEW FREEDOM GRANTS 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report.  David Damiano asked about the Mobility 
Management Program.  Sarkes explained that the program has three parts: a mobility 
manager, a call center, and a voucher program.  Polly Bleavins added that the Tri-Counties 
Regional Center has been asked to help their clients use more generic resources (e.g., 
public transit).  David noted MTD has onsite mobility training on the South Coast.  Following 
a motion by Austin O’Dell, seconded by Cathy Farrar, the committee recommended 
approval of the scoring of the Federal Fiscal Year 2009 FTA 5316 and 5317 grant 
applications received by SBCAG and authorized their submittal to Caltrans. 

5. TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

Aubrey Spilde presented the staff report.  Austin O’Dell concurred with staff’s 
recommendation that SMAT not hold an additional workshop for unmet transit needs since 
the agency recently held six workshops on its Short Range Transit Plan.  Austin also stated 
Santa Maria would again be using all Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds for 
transit in 2010-11.  Matt Dobberteen said unincorporated North County will still use some 
TDA funds for streets and roads, but will probably use all TDA funds for transit within a 
couple of years.  David Damiano requested that SBCAG send public outreach materials to 
an additional newspaper on the South Coast (in addition to the Santa Barbara News-Press) 
such as the Daily Sound, Noozhawk, or the Independent.  David also explained MTD’s 
outreach program: the agency holds 6 workshops twice a year, in January and April, to 
collect input on desired changes to the transit system and discuss proposed changes.  MTD 
now also holds Transit Talks (the next will be in mid-November) which are open forums for 
the public, and also has 200 followers on Twitter.  The agency is also launching a new 
website to allow people to sign up for text message alerts.   
 
The committee then discussed the on-board transit surveys that transit operators and 
SBCAG will administer in coordination with the 2010 Census.  Committee members 
questioned the need for the survey and the need to collect personal information, and 
expressed concern about the cost of administering the survey and the length of the survey.  
Michael Powers explained SBCAG needs more information about trip-making and mobility 
patterns in Santa Barbara County to be able to comply with California Senate Bill 375, and 
the personal (i.e., demographic) information is necessary to incorporate the data into the 
travel demand model.  Much of the past research on the land use-transportation connection 
has been conducted in developed areas and may not be applicable to Santa Barbara 
County.  The Census survey does not collect travel information.  Michael reiterated SBCAG 
will print the surveys and process the data, greatly lessening transit operator cost.  He also 
confirmed that the surveys can be driver distributed and collected.  As for the survey length, 
staff will look at the design of the survey and consider whether or not short distance riders 
will be able to complete the survey in time. 
 
Following a motion by Matt Dobberteen, seconded by Austin O’Dell, SBCTAC approved the 
type, design, and distribution of Unmet Transit Needs public outreach materials, with 
distribution to an additional newspaper on the South Coast. 
 
Austin asked if transit operators’ current origin/destination information would be sufficient 
and Michael said it could be, but SBCAG will need to closely relate the data to the 
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demographic data from the Census.  He reminded the committee that local public works 
departments are also doing traffic counts in coordination with the Census.  David said MTD’s 
sensitivity stems from the fact that the agency recently administered surveys for the US 101 
improvement projects, and also recently completed a year-long passenger mile survey. 

6. 2010 CENSUS 

Michael Powers presented the staff report.  David Damiano asked Austin O’Dell if he 
received the Census materials he posted on SMAT buses pre-printed from the Census.  
Austin answered affirmatively.  Mark Bouscarea of the U.S. Census Bureau explained that 
he works with the Lompoc and Santa Ynez Valleys, whereas Santa Maria, Santa Barbara, 
and the County all have separate Census partnership specialists.  He then provided his 
contact information: 431-4768, census805@yahoo.com.  David asked if the message on the 
interior bus ads tells people not to be afraid of the Census, noting that as part of their public 
outreach, MTD often tables outside churches and asks the priests to announce it is okay to 
talk with MTD.  Mark Bouscarea reaffirmed that the Census cannot share its information with 
any other federal agencies.  He also noted the Census outreach includes a Census in the 
schools program and they are also trying to contact local churches.  He added that both 
Lompoc and Solvang, in addition to Santa Maria, are already on board with the bus flyers.  
Matt Dobberteen mentioned government access television and Polly Bleavins mentioned 
Radio Bilingue, and Michael explained that the County staff is already arranging to access 
both of these outlets. 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Michael Powers noted the SBCTAC letter of comment on SMAT’s draft Short Range Transit 
Plan was included in the meeting packet.  Austin O’Dell provided a response to each of the 
items in the letter as shown below, and will provide a written response at a later date. 

1. At the time the financial assumptions graph was prepared, TDA was decreasing 
and SMAT was thinking about the economic downturn and trying to be 
conservative.  SMAT also believed, at that time, that the Breeze would be getting 
Regional Transit Measure A funds, but that is no longer the case. 

2. SMAT based the demand response figures on the current increase in service, 
and was also being conservative. 

3. Austin has been in conversation with Jim Talbott about the Guadalupe Flyer and 
has agreed on text changes to the Short Range Transit Plan. 

4. Regarding land use, the consultant used what is on the books. 
5. SMAT can include additional Spanish language outreach, and has used the 

conglomerate La Buena. 
6. Public transit providers have to be very careful about providing school bus 

service in order to avoid fines from the FTA. 
7. The advertising revenue contract is based on current market conditions in Santa 

Maria. 
 
Bea Merwin mentioned two cases in which her clients asked for additional services to 
accommodate them on the transit system in Santa Maria; however, no further action was 
warranted in either case.  She also noted there is a new group of transit riders adjusting to 
the system—seniors who had wealth and now do not. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked Austin what Santa Maria’s motivation is to run the Guadalupe Flyer.  
Austin said it’s mainly for connectivity, and perhaps to take advantage of economies of 
scale. 
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Sarkes Khachek provided an update and a table on stimulus funding.  The County received 
$28 million, $8 million of which went to transit.  The rest was divided among streets and 
roads, bike and pedestrian projects, and bridges.  He added that the County could receive 
additional funds from other areas that could not spend their allocations in the time allotted.  
Austin added that he just issued two purchase orders for buses and the Santa Maria transit 
center is out to bid. 
 
Polly Bleavins asked if anyone was involved in the Wounded Warriors Bicycle Ride and 
Tully Clifford said his staff helped and added it was a wonderful event. 

8. NEXT MEETING 

Regularly scheduled next meeting date (second Tuesday of the month) is Tuesday, 
November 10, 2009. 

9. ADJOURN 

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned. 


