
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 11, 2009 
 

Buellton City Council Chambers 
140 West Highway 246 

Buellton, CA 
 

SBCTAC Members Present 
David Damiano (Chair) SBMTD 
Jim Talbott (Vice-Chair) SMOOTH - CTSA 
Polly Bleavins Children & Families Commission 
Tully Clifford SYVT 
Matt Dobberteen County of SB 
Cathy Farrar Transit User 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Austin O’Dell SMAT 
Dean Palius SYV People Helping People 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User – South Coast 
Ed Zoost Santa Maria Area Transit user 

 
Others Present 
Ashley Payne Community Partners 
Andrew Vail Pathpoint 

 
SBCAG Staff 
Michael Powers 
Aubrey Spilde 
Sarkes Khachek 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Chair Damiano called the meeting to order. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chair Damiano asked for public comment and Polly Bleavins requested information regarding federal 
economic stimulus funding.  Sarkes Khachek agreed to provide information during announcements. 
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3. MINUTES 

 
Austin O’Dell moved and Richard Fernbaugh seconded a motion to approve the SBCTAC minutes of June 
9, 2009.  Barry Stotts noted he was not able to attend the June meeting due to a medical emergency and 
abstained from voting on the minutes.  Tully Clifford also abstained. 
 

4. TRANSIT GRANT FUNDING 
 
Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report.  Jim Talbot asked if there was a budget allocation per county 
and Sarkes replied that there was a limit on each application but no county apportionment.  David asked 
what type of bus SMOOTH was applying for and Jim replied a 40 foot, Type 3, Cut-a-way, at $90,000. 
 
Matt asked if there was a change in schedule for the JARC program and Sarkes replied affirmatively that 
the schedule for Metropolitan Planning Organizations to submit applications was extended by Caltrans, but 
the local submittal date did not change.  Matt also asked if the program would continue next year and if it 
was likely continue with the new federal transportation bill and Sarkes replied affirmatively. 
 
David asked if the Wine Country Express was asking for capital funding and Sarkes indicated it was only 
operating funds. 
 
Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, seconded by Kathy Farrar SBCTAC approved the ranking with 
an abstention by Polly Blevins. 
 

5. TRANSIT CENTER DEVELOPMENT 
 

Austin O’Dell presented a status report on the new SMAT transit center.  The current SMAT transfer hub is 
located at the Town Center Mall and is currently over capacity.  It provides transfers between SMAT, 
Breeze, SLORTA Route 10 (service between Santa Maria and San Luis Obispo County), and the 
Guadalupe Flyer.  The new center will be located at Boone and Miller; the property was purchased in 
February 2008 for $3.5 million.  SMAT has hired a company to do the design and engineering work, and 
the project has gone to the Planning Commission.  The transit center will be the first project in the Santa 
Maria Downtown Specific Plan.  It will provide a park-like setting with pedestrian paths, approximately 15 
bus bays, bicycle racks, and playground, and a kiss-and-ride area.  SMAT is looking into the possibility of a 
downtown trolley.  There will be 30-minute parking stalls for customers to purchase passes or access 
customer service.  Inside the building, there will be a covered outdoor area, ticket vending machines, a 
snack bar, customer service, a waiting area, restrooms, and office space.  The benefits of the new center 
are to promote safety, combine all transit services (with the exception of Amtrak and Greyhound), and 
provide information.  There will also be room for growth.  The project is currently funded (by Proposition 1B, 
LTF, ARRA, etc.) and SMAT is looking for authority to go out to bid next month.  The estimated cost is $9 
million.  Austin also noted that SMAT is in the process of initiating public hearings for the Short Range 
Transit Plan.  Barry Stotts asked if it will be possible to walk from the transit center to Allan Hancock 
College and Austin said yes.  Austin noted the city is putting in a new light at Boone and Miller, and the 
transit center will have security guards.  Polly Bleavins inquired about the paths for buses getting in and 
out, and Austin noted there will be room for two 50-foot buses.  Ashley Payne asked about the railroad 
tracks in the area and Austin noted they’ve been taken out.  Jim Talbott asked if SMAT will still use the 
Town Center Mall as a stop and Austin replied affirmatively.  Ernesto Paredes and Matt Dobberteen 
questioned the location of the bicycle racks, noting they are not in a high traffic area and bikes/bike parts 
will be prone to theft.  Polly asked about the ticket vending machines and Austin explained the machines 
will take credit card or cash and will issue new cards or recharge old ones; there will also be a person 
selling tickets.  David Damiano inquired about the pedestrian/bus interface and Austin explained the 
pedestrian walkways are well marked.  Austin said the transit center will hopefully be completed by spring. 
 



SBCTAC Minutes – August 11, 2009 
 

 3

Richard Fernbaugh gave a status report on the new COLT transit center.  COLT is still in the siting stage, 
working with a consultant and undergoing City Council review.  Richard estimates a site will be chosen 
within 1 to 2 months; Cypress and I is a potential site.  COLT has $750,000 in Proposition 1B money to 
cover the first phase of the build and expects it will need an additional $3 million. 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Aubrey Spilde explained that a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lawsuit was filed against 
SBCAG, challenging the adequacy of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP).  SBCAG won on most issues in the lawsuit, but the Court ruled that SBCAG 
needed to provide more information about energy and induced travel.  (Induced travel is the idea that 
increased roadway capacity, in and of itself, causes more travel.)  This ruling invalidated the certification of 
the EIR and therefore the approval of the RTP.  To address the court’s ruling, SBCAG has developed a 
Draft Amendment to the EIR that contains additional information about induced travel and energy.  SBCAG 
released the Amendment for public comment at the end of July and will accept public comment until Friday, 
September 4.  There will also be a public hearing at the Board meeting on August 20.  SBCAG will address 
the public comments, produce a Final Amendment, and then the Board will reconsider approval of the RTP 
and certification of the EIR (with its Amendment), likely in October.  Paper copies of Draft Amendment were 
made available at the meeting, and the Draft Amendment is also available on the SBCAG website.  David 
Damiano asked for elaboration on additional energy information and Aubrey explained it covers energy 
setting and quantification of energy impacts. 
 
Austin O’Dell asked if anyone uses type 7 or 8 vehicles and noted there is an opportunity to acquire more 
of them.  However, the consultant that administers the bus purchase program for the state was let go and 
the program lacks an administrator.  Austin also noted that First Transit took over as the SMAT and Breeze 
operator on July 1 and the transition went smoothly.  He also noted that SMAT has another contractor for 
marketing—Tom Jones and Associates.  He added that he’s ordered a new Breeze bus—a 40’ Gillig—the 
purchase of which will close an old CMAQ grant.  Austin also thanked SBCAG staff for their assistance with 
various grants, including ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act). 
 
Sarkes Khachek provided a brief update on the economic stimulus package and will provide a staff report 
at a later meeting.  He stated that $8.5 million had been distributed to the transit agencies based on need 
and population.  David replied that this funding was most welcome to help offset the loss of STA funding.  
MTD will use the funding to replace the Nova buses. 
 
Jim Talbott asked for an update on Senate Bill 716 and Aubrey Spilde said it was still going through 
revisions. 
 
Bea Merwin noted she has a new email address.  She also informed the committee that the Lompoc 
Community Center has closed due to hospital construction and it is being reallocated. 
 
David Damiano announced that MTD provided 8.3 million trips last fiscal year.  He also distributed copies 
of MTD’s new schedule guide and pointed out the highlights.  MTD is celebrating their 40th year. 
 
Ashley Payne announced that Community Partners in Caring opened a new office in Buellton on April 1.  
Buellton Senior Center is providing free office space.  She already has 30 clients and 7 volunteers in 
Buellton and is looking for volunteers who would like to do more than provide transportation.  The phone 
number is 688-1100. 
 

7. NEXT MEETING 
 
Regularly scheduled next meeting date (second Tuesday of the month) is Tuesday, September 8, 2009. 
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There being no other business, the meeting adjourned. 


