
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 

 
Buellton City Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Jim Talbott (Chair)  SMOOTH 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
Polly Bleavins Children & Families commission 
David Damiano SBMTD – South Coast 
Matt Dobberteen County of SB, Transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift - CTSA 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User – South Coast 
*Ed Zoost Santa Maria Area Transit 
 
Others Present 
 
Sally Nunes SMAT Transit Coordinator 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Jim Talbot called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Jim Talbot asked for public comment and there was none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 
 

David Damiano stated that on page 2, item 4, paragraph 2 that sentences one and two be 
revised to state that “At the request of Pathpoint, the Airport and SBMTD upgraded the bus 
stops at Aero Camino and Hollister.”  He also requested in paragraph 5 that “COLT” be 
deleted from the list of parties involved in the shift of the Valley Express Bus to the Lompoc 
run.  Polly Bleavins indicated her name was spelled wrong in item 5.  With these 
corrections, Ernesto Parades moved and Kathy Farrar seconded that the SBCTAC minutes 
of July 8, 2008 be approved.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
4. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATON PLAN 
 

Michael Powers provided SBCTAC with a briefing on draft 2008 Regional Transportation 
Plan and draft Environmental Impact Report.  He distributed Plan summaries and indicated 
that he brought CD’s and copies of the document that were also available.  SBCTAC 
members had the following comments: 

- Polly Bleavins asked if SBCAG was talking to San Luis County staff on the 
Santa Maria River Bridge project since it involves multiple jurisdictions.  Michael 
replied affirmatively and added that the project is a joint project between 
SBCAG, SLOCOG, and Caltrans District 5. 

- Rick Hummel asked if rail sidings were addressed and Michael replied 
affirmatively that additional sidings were proposed in North and South County. 

- Polly Bleavins asked if SBCAG could address air service needs with the 
impending loss of services due to airline cutbacks.  Michael replied that there 
was little that SBCAG could do. 

- Matt Dobberteen expressed concern about the financial projections given the 
uncertainty with the federal and state budget, declining gas tax revenues, 
increasing fuel costs, credit card debt among other items. 

-  Jim Talbot expressed concerns about the impacts of the CARB bus emission 
regulations on the transit fleets. 

- Chair Talbot also asked if staff had considered freight movements and staff 
replied that it while it was not a problem since there were no large ports or 
harbors the Plan does examine truck and rail freight. 

- Matt asked if the RTP examines financial scenarios and Michael replied 
affirmatively and indicated scenarios that assume the renewal/non-renewal of 
the Measure D/A were prepared.  Michael stated that Measure A revenues 
account for 20% of all future revenues and the non-renewal of the local option 
sales tax would be very significant and cause the deletion and deferral of a 
number of state, regional, and local projects. 

- Matt again expressed his concerns about the financial viability of the revenues 
and recommended SBCTAC include a statement of concern in its action next 
month.  Polly concurred and referred to the impact of potential state budget cuts 
on children and families.  Bea Merwin added that the potential cuts also impacts 
seniors.  Howard Krause stressed the importance of the renewal of Measure A 
to transit services. 
 

Chair Talbot directed Matt, who volunteered, to work with staff on drafting a statement of 
concern that could be considered by SBCTAC in its final review of the draft RTP next 
month. 



SBCTAC Minutes – August 12, 2008 
 

 3

 
 
5. FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) GRANT PROGRAMS: Elderly and Disabled 

Transportation, Jobs Access Reverse Commute (JARC) and New Freedom (NF) 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked what the impact of the local scores on the statewide review process 
and Sarkes Khachek responded that Caltrans takes local scores strongly into consideration 
when reviewing all applications. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked why the Santa Maria project received a higher score than the City 
of Lompoc project application and Sarkes Khachek responded that the additional 
information provided by Santa Maria increased the application score.  Sarkes added that 
applications were all scored using the criteria provided by Caltrans and that all applicants 
had an opportunity to provide additional information based on input from the preliminary 
application review. 
 
Matt Dobberteen noted that the County Board of Supervisors was given an update on the 
Farmworker Vanpool Program and that the County of Santa Barbara would consider 
applying for Jobs Access/Reverse Commute funding in the future.  He noted that the criteria 
in the Transportation Connections Plan may have to be amended to enable this program to 
compete in the JARC grant program. 
 
Following a motion by David Damiano, seconded by Cathy Farrar, the item was 
recommended for approval. 
 

 
6. TRANSIT FUEL COSTS AND FARES 
 

Michael Powers summarized the staff report on recent changes in fuel costs, existing transit 
agency fares and proposals for change. 
 
David Damiano corrected the acronym of SBMTD on the graphs and indicated that FY 
2008-09 fuel costs are estimated to reach $2.8 million.  Polly Bleavins asked if MTD 
purchased and stored fuel.  David replied that MTD has agreements with suppliers in Los 
Angeles that deliver fuel to MTD.  David added that regular diesel fuel is blended with Bio-
Diesel fuel. 
 
Petra asked why the SYVT 10 ride ticket is more expensive than the single ride and 
Michael replied that he would check this out. 
 
David Damino summarized the board direction following a public hearing on fare increases.  
The cash fare would increase from $1.25 to $2.00 and other fares would increase as well.  
Howard asked if the Line 8 was scheduled for service reductions and David replied no. 
 
Michael asked what the next steps were and David replied that the proposed increases are 
out for public review with a vote scheduled by the MTD Board on September 8.  The new 
fares would take effect in January 2009. 
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Matt asked what the next steps for this report.  Michael replied none, this is just information 
prepared at the request of the transit operators and SBCTAC.  Matt apologized for the late 
submission on the Cuyama Transit costs. 
 
Ernesto stated his appreciation to MTD staff for the professional manner in which they 
handled a difficult subject. 
 
Chair Talbot thanked staff for putting this information together. 

 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

David Damiano reported that MTD had a total of 8.1 million trips in 2008 and the 630,000 
trips per day in July 2008 greatly exceeded the July 2007 estimate of 730,000 trips. 

 
Michael stated that the CAE may lose its ticket sales vendor in Lompoc and asked for some 
potential sources.  Sally Nunes stated that SMAT was meeting with representatives of Vons 
and Richard Fernbaugh recommended contacting Kate Griffith at City Hall.  David stated 
that for the Valley Express, riders are given an envelope for a check on the trip down and 
receive a bus pass on the way back. 
 
Jim Talbot provided an update on the Agricultural Van Pool program.  He stated use is 
cyclical but on August 8, all 8 vans are on the road.  The program has certified 27 drivers, 8 
of who are still in the program.  SMOOTH received authorization to purchase 3 more vans.  
He stated that most of the trips are longer distance with an average passenger load of 9 to 
11 riders. 
 
Bea Merwin announced an upcoming collaboration forum for non-profits in Lompoc. 
 
Chair Talbot announced that CTA and CALACT are merging their annual conference. 

 
8. ADJOURN  
 

There being no other business SBCTAC adjourned to the next meeting date on Tuesday, 
September 9, 2008 at 1:30 PM. 


