
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, September 9 2008 

 
Buellton City Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Jim Talbott (Chair) SMOOTH 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Dean Palius SYV People Helping People 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Vibiana Saavedra Farmworker Population Rep. 
Victor Suhr Transit User – South Coast 
Ed Zoost Santa Maria Area Transit 
Tully Clifford SYVT – City of Solvang* 
David Damiano SBMTD 
Matt Dobberteen County of SB, Transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
 
Others Present 
 
Ashley Payne Community Partners 
Pat Mickelson CalTrans 
 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Talbott called the meeting to order and initiated introductions. 
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Talbott asked for public comment and there was none. 
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3. MINUTES 
 

Howard Kraus reported spelling corrections to his name (again!) and Cathy’s name.  
Richard Fernbaugh reported the MTD ridership estimates were reversed.  Following a 
motion by Richard Fernbaugh, seconded by Kathy Farrar, SBCTAC approved the Minutes 
of August 12, 2008 with abstentions by Vibiana Saavedra and Tully Clifford 

 
 
4. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

 Michael Powers summarized the staff report.  He also distributed copies of the letters of 
comment and summarized the comment and the staff responses.  

 
 Matt asked for more clarification on the response to the MTD letter.  Michael replied that 

SB375 will require SBCAG to develop a sustainable community strategy with the next 
update of the RTP and the issues raised by MTD will be addressed at that time.  Matt also 
asked if traffic was down significantly due to higher fuel costs and if traffic was being 
monitored to assess the benefits of the Curb Your Commute Program.  Michael replied that 
staff had examined this issue and determined that traffic volumes on 101 at the SLO and 
Ventura County line had only declined by 2 to 3%.  Michael added that extensive traffic 
counts were collected at the start of the construction period for the Highway 101 Cabrillo 
project and the Traffic Solutions office of SBCAG has a built in monitoring program as part 
of their Curb-Your-Commute Program.  Vibiana Saavedra asked if the potential change to 
Buellton’s Sphere of Influence would impact the RTP.  Michael replied that the travel 
forecasts that provide estimates of the need for transportation improvements are based on 
local general plans.  Since this proposal is more about the distribution of future growth 
outside the city, it would not impact the RTP.  However, staff monitors proposed changes to 
the local plans and will assess if changes are required in the next update to the RTP.  
Vibiana also asked for clarification of the Space Center Project.  Michael replied that the 
facility would by on the base near the main gate and support commercial space launches.  
Bea asked if it would support Space Shuttle launches and Michael replied no.   

 
 David Damino summarized the MTD letter and emphasized that local and regional transit 

services were at capacity, the CAE and Valley Express buses were full and the recently 
expanded MTD Lines 9 and 11 were already full.  Bea Merwin asked David if there was 
extensive publicity on the fare increase and David replied affirmatively.  Bea also asked if 
the CAE could be rerouted in downtown Santa Barbara so the same riders would not be left 
behind.   

 
 In an effort to address the concerns that were expressed last month on the RTP, Matt 

stated he had prepared a statement of concern, which he then distributed.  Members 
discussed this and in general expressed their support for the proposal.   

 
Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, seconded by David Damiano, SBCTAC voted 
unanimously to recommend approval of the 2008 RTP with the expression of concern about 
the future of transportation revenues: 

 
SBCTAC wishes to state its concerns regarding the potential for overly optimistic 
revenue projections contained in the RTP.  The national debt stands at over $9 
trillion and we continue to borrow at a rate of $50 billion per month.  There is overall 
uncertainty regarding the long-term health of both the Federal and State budgets.  
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Legislators across party lines warn that future earmark funding for infrastructure 
projects will be severely limited or eliminated entirely. 

 
American drivers are driving 4% less when compared with total miles traveled last 
year.  This will cause a decline in gas tax revenues and experts warn this trend will 
continue in the foreseeable future due to increased fuel costs.  Finally, the American 
consumer is stressed with some of the highest personal credit card debt in our 
country’s history.  This will dramatically impact future sales tax proceeds associated 
with transportation funding sources such as Measure D, and Measure A, if passed 
by the voters in November 2008. 
 
SBCTAC respectfully advises the SBCAG Board of Directors to consider these 
trends as it approves the RTP.  Careful consideration of balance and priorities will 
be key as our region moves to implement the range of projects contained in the RTP 
in the future. 
 
SBCTAC would like to thank staff for all the hard work it takes to prepare a thorough 
and effective RTP. 

 
5. TRANSIT RESOURCE GUIDE 
 
 Michael Powers presented the staff report on SBCAG plans to update the Transit Resource 

Guide for Santa Barbara County and asked SBCTAC members to consider formation of a 
Transit Resource Guide Subcommittee. 

 
 SBCTAC members in general supported this update and offered the following suggestions: 
 

 Add more regional differentiation, South Coast, Lompoc, Santa Ynez Valley, Santa 
Maria Valley, but recognize interconnections between regions 

 Web based application is good idea but also need printed guides 
 Add location of all transit centers 
 Include system maps, hours of operation and general frequencies of service 
 Stay with large print, perhaps only large print version but fewer copies 
 Consider Spanish version 
 Add phone, fax, e-mail, street, mailing address locations of transit agencies 
 Add fares, but indicate fares are subject to change 
 Cross reference with local transit web site information 
 Add  211 connection 
 Structure it in a manner that is easily updated 
 Tie in connections between train, bike, bus 
 Eliminate duplications by using cross references 
 Get Social Service Agency input, e.g., review by Human Services Commission, 

perhaps early or alternatively have them review a draft  
 Add Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ), e.g. Where do I buy bus tickets/passes, 

how can I get from here to there, Can I take my bike on the train, bus, I live in Santa 
Maria so which bus do I take to the train etc.  

 Add Coastal Express, Route 10, and other new regional bus services 
 
The following members agreed to serve on the committee: Dean Palius, Matt Dobberteen, 
and Barry Stotts.  In addition, Ashley Payne agreed to help and facilitate contacts with 
social service organizations. 
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6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Powers distributed informational material on Measure A. 
 
David Damiano discussed the recent MTD Board Action on fare increases and distributed a 
summary handout of changes.  Howard Kraus stated that he was surprised with how many 
people wanted free bus rides. 
 
Richard Fernbaugh reported the Wine Country Express between Lompoc and Solvang 
started August 25 with three trips per day and had already reached its three-year ridership 
target at 18+ riders per day.  He distributed new schedules and stated that the grand 
opening was planned for October 6.  Matt asked Richard if he was surprised with the 
unexpectedly high ridership and he replied affirmatively.  Richard added that there was 
indication that some businesses in Solvang were adjusting their work schedules to 
accommodate this new transit service and this could result in further increases to ridership.  
Matt complemented SBCTAC members and encouraged them to celebrate their success, 
reflecting that this service started out as an expression of unmet transit need advanced by 
SBCTAC that was agreed to by the SBCAG Board, with the service cooperatively 
implemented by the transit agencies.  Barry Stotts observed that the Breeze had a similar 
origin.  Matt also reported that the Los Alamos Service has finally exceeded its 10% fare 
box recovery goal due to increased ridership. 

 
7. ADJOURN  
 

There being no other business SBCTAC adjourned to the next meeting date on Tuesday, 
October 14, 2008 at 1:30 PM. 


