
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, December 11, 2007 

 
Buellton City Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Jim Talbott (Chair)  SMOOTH 
Polly Bleavins Children & Families Commission 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Cathy Farrar Transit User - Lompoc 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Julie Guzman Transit User – South Coast 
David Damiano SBMTD – South Coast 
Victor Suhr Transit User – South Coast 
Vibiana Saavedra Farmworker Population 
Matt Dobberteen County Transit 
 
Others Present 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Aubrey Spilde 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Talbott called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 

Michael Powers introduced Aubrey Spilde, new SBCAG employee. 
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Talbott asked for public comment. 
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3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Bea Merwin seconded by Cathy Farrar the minutes of November 13, 
2007 were approved with spelling corrections of Howard Kraus and Cathy Farrar and an 
abstention by Polly Bleavins. 

 
 
4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 

Michael Powers summarized the staff report.  Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, 
seconded by Polly Bleavins, SBCTAC unanimously recommended approval of the Public 
Participation Plan. 

 
 
5. MEASURE D RENEWAL 
 

Michael Powers summarized the staff report.  Vibiana reported she heard COLAB and NCINC 
indicate their support for the draft Plan but skepticism about its ability to receive 2/3 voter 
approval.  Jim Talbot asked Vibiana if the participants from the Coalition for a Fair Measure D 
had input and she replied affirmatively.  Polly recommended that Pedro Nava be contacted to 
enlist his support.  Matt Doberteen asked what $25 million for rail could buy and Michael replied 
that it could provide a match for state and federal funding programs serve as a fare subsidy 
among other options, Jim Talbot asked what the position of the SB News Press was and 
Michael replied that it had not yet taken a position on the Measure.  Matt asked if SBMTD was 
in support and David Damiano replied affirmatively.  Jim added that the SMOOTH Board is 
supportive.  Michael concluded that since there is time for SBCTAC to review the Measure staff 
will bring the item back in February for consideration of a recommendation to the SBCAG 
Board. 

 
 
6. UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Michael summarized the staff report.  Richard announced the COLT transit workshop on 
January 9, 7:00 PM, City Hall.  Bea Merwin asked if there would be transit access and Richard 
replied affirmatively.  Bea asked about problems with service to and from the Senior Center 
and Richard replied that he had not been contacted. 

 
 
7. REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Michael Powers presented an update on the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), explaining 
what is included in it, how the public can influence it, and what the timeline is.  He then asked 
the Council to express any issues or needs. 
 
Vibiana voiced concern regarding complete streets, noting that sidewalks and ADA compliance, 
for example, should be considered along with resurfacing. 
 
Matt asked about the effects of both increasing fuel costs and the development of alternative 
fuels on traffic volumes.  He recalled from a previous discussion that the effects cannot be 
easily modeled.  Michael concurred and added that, although increasing fuel costs may create 
an increase in carpooling and regional transit ridership, they will affect discretionary travel more 



SBCTAC Minutes – December 11, 2007 
 

 3

than commuter travel in our area.  Matt added that the Community Environmental Council has 
researched the topic and Michael said he had downloaded their report.  Jim mentioned that 
increasing fuel costs affect public transit as well individual drivers.  Polly added that the same is 
true for freight, thus impacting the costs of many items, including food. 
 
David asked where the money for intelligent transportation systems (ITS) comes from and 
Michael explained there is no dedicated funding at this point. 
 
David also talked about the Santa Barbara Airport remodeling and their plans to make space 
for buses.  He explained it doesn’t necessarily help MTD much since the airport is currently a 
mid-route stop. 
 
Bea talked about the importance of transit connections, particularly between the Clean Air 
Express and local transit in Lompoc.  Michael noted SBCAG is changing the Clean Air bus 
provider, but hopes to keep experienced drivers. 
 
Jim brought up the growing need for regional medical transportation, particularly between 
Santa Barbara County and San Luis Obispo County.  There is a great need in Nipomo.  Polly 
added that the population is aging and this need is only increasing. 
 
Vibiana expressed concern about regional transportation coordination in North County.  
Michael explained the idea has come up before, but then died.  He also noted that the CTSA 
(Consolidated Transportation Services Agency—the state-mandated agency that coordinates 
regional social service transportation for transportation-disadvantaged individuals), which is 
SMOOTH, has an important and related role.  Jim explained that it’s tough for him to coordinate 
transportation and refer individuals to other agencies because it does not increase his revenue 
hours and he risks losing TDA (Transportation Development Act) funding. 

 
 
8. ELECTIONS 
 

Following a motion by David Damiano, seconded by Kirk Spry, and following a unanimous vote 
Jim Talbot was re-elected Chair and Petra Löwen re-elected Vice-Chair of SBCTAC for 2008. 

 
 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

David Damiano indicated MTD ridership was up.  He also cautioned that despite articles in the 
paper and letters to the editor the new Transit Center proposal were still very preliminary. 
 
Michael Powers distributed a final copy of Transportation Connections. 
 
Jim Talbot expressed thanks to students of Santa Maria High School for a $3,000 donation to 
SMOOTH. 
 
Vibiana Sabedra expressed satisfaction with the CHP involvement in the farmworker vanpool 
transportation program. 
 
Julie Guzman expressed concern how the participants in the Special Olympics Program would 
get home after their return from the event.  David suggested that Julie call Ernesto of Easy Lift. 
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Jim Talbot asked the committee if they would like a presentation by Mimi Little from R & D 
Transportation and the committee replied affirmatively.  Jim asked staff to schedule the item for 
the February meeting.  

 
 
10. ADJOURN 

There being no other business, Jim Talbot announced that SBCTAC was adjourned until the 
next scheduled meeting on January 8, 2007. 


