
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, August 14, 2007 

 
Buellton City Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Jim Talbott (Chair)  SMOOTH 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT Transit Agency - Lompoc 
Victor Suhr South Coast Transit User 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Julie Kahn Transit User – South County 
Austin O’Dell SMAT 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County Transit 
Vibiana Saavedra Farmworker Population Representative 
Tully Clifford Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Cathy Farrar Transit User – North County 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
Cynthia Bocke SBMTD – Transit Agency 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Julie Guzman Transit User – South Coast 
 
Others Present 
Michael Seden-Hansen Breeze Bus 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Gregg Hart 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Talbot called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Talbot asked for public comment and there was none. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Bea Merwin, seconded by Kathy Farer, the minutes of July 10 2007 were 
approved with the understanding that all acronyms would be spelled out. 

 
4. CONSOLIDATED PUBLIC TRANSIT HUMAN SERVICES COORDINATION PLAN 
 

A. Discuss input from regional workshops 
 
Michael summarized the input from the regional workshops.  Austin suggested that on Page 3 
of the report that the reference to the “Centralized bus company” be changed to “Centralized 
social service agency dispatching.”   Dean Palius supported this concept for the Santa Ynez 
Valley as well.  Jim Talbot added that this could be a CTSA (Consolidated Transportation 
Service Agency) function and that central coordination would be doable but dispatching more 
problematic.  Bea Merwin described the coordination activities of Community Partners in Caring 
(CPIC) in Lompoc.  Michael expressed disappointment about the turnout of county social 
service agencies and Barry Stotts stated that the Board should be informed.  Barry asked if 
there were medical transportation services between Ventura and Los Angeles Counties that 
could be joined up by those needing these services in Santa Barbara County.  Dean Palius 
stated it was very difficult to coordinate pickups and guarantee arrival times.  Jim Talbot 
advocated for alternative solutions such as farmworker vans or bulletin boards to share rides.  
Austin proposed an ad hoc committee to examine the issue.  Jim Talbot supported this idea 
and recommended adding CPIC (Community Partners in Caring) representative and stated the 
group would report back in October.   Ed Zoost asked if a listing in the CRIS Directory or in 211 
was advisable. Barry replied there was not much transportation information available on 211.  
Jim stated that SMOOTH (Santa Maria Organization of Transportation Helpers) was listed in 
211.  Michael stated he would check out internet access.   Vibiana Saavedra asked if 
dispatching software was eligible for grant funding and Michael replied he believed it was but 
would confirm. 
 
B. Review and comment on revised strategies and provide direction 
 
Michael Powers reviewed the staff report.  Jim Talbot reviewed problems with the Section 5310 
rating criteria, particularly the mileage requirements and delays in vehicle acquisition so by the 
time vehicles are replaced they are in bad shape.  Jim also discussed the problems in using 
Medicare funding for non-emergency transportation.  Dean added that few people his agency 
serves even qualify for Medicare and that there is a significant transportation need among 
those of very limited incomes.  He also described the challenges of arranging transportation for 
those who also required translation and needed scheduled regular appointments.  Vibiana 
added that SMAT (Santa Maria Area Transit) wait times of 1 hour were too long for disabled 
residents and that poor people needed a fare subsidy.  Vibiana asked if weekly passes were 
available and Austin replied not now but were planned for the future.   
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Michael asked for input on the revised strategies.  Austin requested more information on basic 
program eligibility.  Ed recommended adding information from the SBCTAC information packet.  
Barry stressed the need to TTY communications options.  Austin requested a scoring sheet 
using the revised criteria, similar to the one prepared for the last round of applications.   
 
Barry Stotts moved and Dean Palius seconded that staff move forward with preparing a draft 
final plan incorporating the recommendations discussed today for consideration by SBCTAC at 
the October meeting.  

 
5. MEASURE D RENEWAL 
 

Michael Powers reviewed the letter SBCTAC sent in 2006.  Gregg Hart described the current 
status of the renewal effort and the work of the two subcommittees.  Julie Kahn asked if the rail 
mode was being considered and when the Measure would be on the ballot.  Gregg replied rail 
improvements were being considered and the election would take place in November 2008. 
 
Austin asked for a schedule and Gregg stated there would be monthly subcommittee meetings 
until the plan was drafted by the end of the year.  Vibiana stated the need for SBCTAC to 
advocate for transit and the need for a regional transit authority.  She questioned the support 
for some of the north county road projects such as the Central Avenue Extension and the 
Union Valley Parkway.  Austin expressed his support for local decision making.  Ed advocated 
for a continuation of the existing Measure D and expressed concern about being too specific.  
Barry supported the need for a renewal.  Dean stated the need for a set aside for local transit 
given future congestion.  When asked how much, Dean replied 40%.  Barry recommended 
deleting the two bulleted statements specific to the last measure and sending the letter off.  
Matt recommended the group flag the major issues in a letter but continue to monitor and 
reconsider the issue next month.  Michael replied that while he will be on vacation, Gregg Hart 
can staff a September meeting.   Barry Stotts moved that the letter be sent with the two bullets 
that referred to specifics from the previous measure be deleted.  Austin seconded the motion 
with the addition of bolding the last part of bullet no. 3 which was acceptable to Barry.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  Vibiana asked when the letter would be sent and Gregg replied 
shortly.  Julie Kahn asked if contact with Assemblyman Nava is advisable at this time and Petra 
Lowen replied not at this time.   

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Gregg Hart called attention to the distribution of the notice on SBCAG’s intent to update the 
Public Participation Plan. 
 
Jim Talbot reviewed the initiation of the farmworker vanpool demonstration program and 
summarized outreach activities.  Matt Dobberteen added that Ron Hughes from Kern County is 
scheduled for a presentation to the County Board on October 9.  Vibiana described some 
outreach to the Latino Chamber of Commerce and local churches.  Matt concluded by stating 
applications for program implementation are due November 1.  

 
9. ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, Jim Talbot announced that SBCTAC was adjourned till the next 

scheduled meeting on September 11 2007 


