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Buellton, CA 

 
 

 
 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen SMAT transit agency 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Kirk Spry (Chair for the Day) Vocal Training Center 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift - CTSA 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County Transit 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Steve Maas SBMTD 
Rick Hummel  LOVARC 
Cathy Farrar Transit User – North County 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT transit agency 
Jim Talbott SMOOTH Transportation 
Julie Guzman Santa Barbara Community Services 
 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
Brittany Odermann 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Fil Simas SMOOTH Transportation 
Joey Goldman Nelson/Nygaard 
Vibiana Saavedra       Transit Advocate 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Kirk Spry volunteered with the consent of the 
Committee to act as Chairman for the meeting.  Mr. Spry called the meeting to order and 
initiated a round of introductions.  Michael Powers introduced Brittany Odermann as a new 
SBCAG staff member. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Spry asked for public comment and Barry Stotts expressed concerns about the lack of 
an organized response to misinformation from certain individuals regarding the Measure D 
renewal. 

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Richard Fernbaugh moved and Victor Suhr seconded the approval of the Minutes of June 
13, 2006.  The motion passed unanimously with Jim Talbott and Steve Maas abstaining. 
 

4.   NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT PLAN 
 

Michael Powers provided background on the North County Transit Plan and Joey Goldman, 
Nelson/Nygaard, provided an overview of the development of the plan.   
 
The following were comments and responses to the presentation: 
 

- Kirk Spry asked if the data on residents without autos was the sole indicator of 
transit dependency.  Mr. Goldman replied that while it is a significant indicator of 
transit needs it is not the only indicator.  

- In a response to a question by Jim Talbott, Mr. Goldman explained that the circles 
on the presentation maps highlighted concentrations of transit dependent 
residents.  

- Richard Fernbaugh disagreed with the use of the passengers/hour performance 
measure when comparing fixed route services with commuter services. 

- Kirk indicated that the connection between the VAFB Shuttle and the Breeze Bus 
was a good example of complementary services.  The shuttle needed to serve 
additional areas on base. 

- Steve Maas stated that fare coordination would require supplemental regional 
funding to hold agencies harmless. 

- Richard observed that the short term actions were independent of financial 
analysis. 

- Vibiana Saavedra, a member of the public, asked why more changes to SMAT 
were not identified and Mr. Goldman replied that the focus of the plan was on the 
regional connections, not internal local circulation.  Mr. Goldman also mentioned 
improving connections between local systems and regional systems would be 
identified.  Ms. Saavedra also advocated for a transit committee composed of 
transit supportive agencies and individuals. 

- Ernesto Paredes asked for clarification of the volunteer drivers and private 
employer funded services.  Mr. Goldman replied that it could address the needs of 
seniors, particularly in rural areas.  Steve Maas cautioned that federal funds can’t 
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be used to purchase buses for private employers and caution must be exercised in 
commingling funds.  Joey concurred with this assessment. 

 
Michael stated that the committee would have the opportunity to review a draft plan at the 
August meeting. 
 

5.   JOBS ACCESS REVERSE COMMUTE/NEW FREEDOM FTA FUNDING PROGRAMS 
 

Sarkes Khachek provided a report on Federal Fiscal Year 2006 JARC/New Freedom Grant 
Application and Guidelines administered by Caltrans.  He described the programs and 
indicated applications would be available by the end of the week from the Caltrans web site 
and due to SBCAG by August 15.  Michael added that while funding was limited these 
programs offered greater flexibility than Section 5310 funds.  Michael Seden-Hansen asked 
if there was a County target and Michael replied that information was not yet known.  
 

6. UNMET NEEDS 
 

Sarkes Khachek provided a report on the June SBCAG Board Hearing on Unmet Transit 
Needs.  Kirk Spry asked if the Board discussed the SBCTAC letter and Mr. Khachek replied 
no. 

 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Seden-Hansen stated that the AMTRAK representative would be able to attend the 
October SBCTAC meeting.  
 
Michael added that SMAT just introduced a pilot evening service called the “Owl” extending 
fixed route bus service from 7:15PM to 10:15PM on selected routes. 
 
Michael Powers stated that there would be an August meeting to discuss the North County 
Transit Plan and the meeting would occur back at Central Coast Water Authority.  
 

8. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned to Tuesday, August 8 at approximately 
3:15 PM. 

 


