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SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Michael Seden-Hansen SMAT Transit Agency 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Jonathan Dotson SYVT - Transit Agency 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Rick Hummel  LOVARC 
Cathy Farrar Transit User – North County 
Jim Talbott SMOOTH Transportation 
Polly Bleavins Children and Families Commission 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Julie Kahn Transit User – South County  
Jerry Davis Easy Lift 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Julie Guzman Santa Barbara Community Services 
Kirk Spry Vocational Training Center 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Richard Friedman Caltrans Rail 
Vibiana Saavedra Transit Advocate 
Ashley Payne Community Partners 
Charles Perkins Vocational Training 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and Vibiana Saavedra notified the committee of 
‘Friends of Measure D’ and that citizens can volunteer at the phone bank centers in Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbra.  Vibiana added that people can also help drop off materials and if 
there were any questions people can call her at 805-720-1685. 

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Julie Kahn moved and Victor Suhr seconded the approval of the minutes of September 12, 
2006.  The motion passed unanimously with Dean Palius, Jerry Davis and Barry Stotts 
abstaining. 

 
4.   NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT PLAN 
 

Michael Powers presented the report. 
 
Michael Powers informed the committee that the Plan had been presented to the Solvang 
City Council and Santa Barbara MTD Board of Directors. 
 
The Solvang City Council mentioned requests received for midday service and discussed 
the impact of Measure D Renewal on service options. 
 
The Santa Barbara MTD Board expressed concern that the organizational approach 
described in the plan was not as formal as they would like.  The MTD Board also expressed 
concern with MTD service connections with North County services. 
 
Michael added that the Plan would also be presented to the City of Guadalupe on October 5 
followed by the City of Lompoc on the evening of October 17. 
 
Ed Zoost asked if the Plan would be presented to the Santa Maria City Council and Michael 
Powers responded that staff declined the invitation. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen asked if there would be a comment-response section for the Final 
Plan and Michael Powers responded affirmatively. 
 
Jim Talbott asked what the next steps were for the Plan.  Michael Powers responded there 
would be continued service enhancements and a recommendation to continue the Technical 
Advisory Committee.   
 
Michael added that Traffic Solutions applied for JARC funding for a Reverse Commute 
Vanpool program from the South Coast to North County.  This program would help test the 
waters to see if service is feasible.  He also added that renewal of Measure D plays an 
important role with regional services being implemented.  The plan will be given to all the 
transit agencies. 
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Jim Talbott mentioned that the plan is adaptable. 
 
Rick Hummel asked if the Plan would be revised if Measure D is not approved.  Michael 
Powers responded that it would not be revised, but there are two scenarios in the plan. One 
scenario is Measure D being reauthorized; the other is Measure D not being reauthorized. 
 
Julie Kahn asked if the MTD Transit Center would be moving to another location and 
Michael Powers responded that MTD is planning on retaining the current location in a mixed 
use/transportation center concept but the project is still very conceptual. 
 
Victor Suhr asked if the Greyhound station would move and Michael responded that he 
believed the site is privately owned and Greyhound has a lease. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen asked if there would be any service changes to the Breeze Bus 
during the pilot phases and Michael Powers responded that the Joint Powers Authority 
members would decide on changes.  Michael Powers added that if the Farebox Recovery 
Ratio is met, that considering a new market is possible if additional funding is available. 
 
Bea Merwin mentioned that she had been asking for comments on the Plan from colleagues 
and they requested better connections with intercommunity services.  Bea added that there 
were requests for service north to Downtown Santa Maria and asked if emergency tokens 
would be feasible on transit systems. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen was not familiar with the use of emergency tokens. 
 
Bea Merwin said that some riders had to make three transfers on the Clean Air Express to 
get home on occasions if buses experience difficulties. 
 
Dean Palius asked what the Plan is saying about Santa Ynez Valley Transit on page 7-25 
and Michael Powers responded that the Plan recommends SYVT have earlier tripper routes 
to connect to the Valley Express. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen recommended revisiting the plan after the outcome of Measure D 
election. 
 
Dean Palius made a motion, followed by a second by Polly Bleavins to recommend approval 
of the North Santa Barbara County Transit Plan and revisiting the plan after the Measure D 
election.  The motion passed with Julie Kahn opposing. 

 
5.   OUTREACH 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the unmet transit needs public outreach portion of the report. 
 
Sarkes mentioned that SBMTD will be conducting six public hearings on the South Coast in 
the month of November as part of their annual service improvement process.  Sarkes added 
that input received during these hearings will be included in the Transit Needs Assessment.  
Therefore staff was recommending that no additional outreach in the South Coast was 
necessary by SBCTAC  
 
Chair Petra Löwen asked if dates for the MTD hearings were already determined and 
Sarkes responded that dates will be announced once available. 
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Barry Stotts recommended an unmet transit needs workshop be held in conjunction with a 
Santa Maria Area Transit Rider’s Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
John Datson with American Star Transportation notified the committee that outreach plans 
in Lompoc are currently being planned. 
 
Sarkes Khachek presented the unmet transit needs definitions portion of the report. 
 
Jim Talbott asked when the Transit Needs Assessment process would begin and Sarkes 
Khachek responded the process would begin with the Lompoc and Santa Maria public 
hearings in December. 
 
Dean Palius said that the North County Transit Plan identifies the needs for transit services 
in North Santa Barbara County and asked if performance measures were included as well. 
 
Michael Powers responded that performance measures are included in the Plan. 

 
Michael Seden-Hansen asked if it were practical to revisit the Unmet Transit Needs 
definitions again since they were recently changed.  Michael Powers responded that the 
recommendation to revisit the definitions was included in SBCTAC’s motion to recommend 
approval of the 2006 Transit Needs Assessment.  Staff was bringing the item to SBCTAC as 
a follow-up and it is up to SBCTAC to provide direction. 
 
Dean Palius asked what the most appropriate comparison would be for a new route based 
on geographic characteristics of the origin and destination, such as urban to rural. 

 
Jerry Davis stated that Transportation Development Act does not require an operator to 
meet a Farebox Recovery Ratio in the first three years of a new services existence. 

 
Jim Talbott recommended inviting transit advocates to join SBCTAC in reviewing the 
definitions. 
 
Michael Powers recommended that Chair Petra Löwen extend the invitations as they might 
be taken more seriously. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen recommended the definitions be revisited before the Transit Needs 
Assessment begins. 

 
Michael indicated that in the past the board has held two public hearings whereas with all 
these changes resulting from the settlement agreement and with fewer agencies using their 
TDA funds for streets and roads, staff believed that only one initial public hearing was now 
necessary.  This hearing would occur when the board meets in Santa Maria which occurs in 
January, 2007.  Michael asked the committee how they felt about having just one unmet 
transit needs public hearing in Santa Maria instead of two hearings and the committee 
responded that it was appropriate given the teleconference ability and MTD outreach.  
 
 
Chair Petra Lowen asked Julie Kahn if there were any transit issues on the South Coast that 
would be unique to SBCTAC inquiry and Julie responded that there was overcrowding on 
Goleta routes and the need for improved connections to the Santa Barbara train station. 
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Michael Powers suggested the possibility of an evening meeting of the SBCTAC to review 
the analysis and allow the public the opportunity to comment. 
 
Dean Palius asked where the evening meeting would be held and Michael Powers 
responded that the meeting could be held at any location in North County. 

 
6.   TRANSIT AGENCY BRIEFINGS 
 

Richard Friedman, Caltrans Rail Division, provided the committee with a presentation on 
Amtrak California. 
 
Julie Kahn asked if there were any changes to the schedule and Richard Friedman 
responded that changes in Santa Barbara were minimal and new schedules would be 
available in three weeks. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen stressed the importance of connections between transit and Amtrak 
passenger rail. 
 
Richard Friedman notified the committee that some systems allow free rides for up to 24 
hours with the use of an Amtrak ticket. 
 
Julie Guzman mentioned an incident where a driver refused to tie-down a wheel-chair 
passenger and Richard Friedman asked Julie, and others who experience problems with 
any driver, to take down the agent’s name and to file a report. 
 
Howard Kraus expressed appreciation for an agent’s assistance with his luggage. 
 
Julie Kahn also expressed her appreciation for a conductor’s assistance. 

 
7.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Jerry Davis was introduced as the new Executive Director of Easy Lift Transportation. 
 
8. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned till the next scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006 at 1:30 PM. 

 


