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SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Kirk Spry  VCT Enterprises 
Dan Brazil Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User (North County) 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South County) 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Michael Seden-Hansen City of Santa Maria 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift 
David Damiano SBMTD 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County Transit 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Julie Guzman In Home Supportive Services 
Joe Rye SMAT/Santa Maria 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
Gregg Hart 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Joey Goldman Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates 
Mike Faeth        Easy Lift  
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and there was none.  

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Victor Suhr, the Minutes of the December 
13, 2005 SBCTAC meeting were approved. 
 

4.   REPORT OF SBCAG BOARD ACTIONS 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report.  He also distributed a copy of the approved by-
laws. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen, Barry Stotts, Joe Rye and Ed Zoost arrived at this time. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked what the status was on adding a farmworker representative to the 
committee.  Michael Powers responded that the matter was still being addressed and an 
update would be brought back to the committee. 
 
Matt asked what the impact of the new definitions would be on the unmet transit needs 
process.  Michael responded the new unmet transit needs definition would cast a wider net 
of comments to be potentially identified as unmet transit needs. 
 
Matt Dobberteen expressed his appreciation to the committee for their hard work on the 
process of reviewing and recommending changes to the definitions. 
 
Petra Lowen also added that it was a good process. 

 
5.   UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report. 
 
Michael Powers mentioned that SBCTAC annually submits a letter to the SBCAG Board 
during the unmet needs hearing highlighting transit needs expressed by residents.  Michael 
asked if the committee desired to do so again this year. 
 
Petra Lowen felt it was prudent to submit a letter from SBCTAC and asked what the 
committee felt were major unmet transit needs issues. 
 
Matt Dobberteen cited the County Grand Jury report that identifies intercity service for 
residents of Buellton. 
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Joe Rye asked what the strongest pull was for riders from Buellton and Matt responded that 
Santa Maria was a stronger pull. 
 
Sarkes Khachek added that focus group respondents in the Santa Ynez Valley mentioned 
health and social service facilities in Santa Maria as frequent destinations.   
 
Kirk Spry expressed the need for greater coordination with on-base connections at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base. 
 
Petra asked what other needs there were in North County. 
 
David Damiano mentioned that new requests received for the Valley Express are for reverse 
commute from Santa Barbara to Santa Maria for leisurely activities. 
 
Barry Stotts mentioned service to Garey and Sisquoc from Santa Maria. 
 
Julie Kahn expressed concern about the loss of two MTD buses.  Also that routes 6 and 11 
are crowded and late.  David Damiano responded that there are the same number of buses 
but two fewer trips. 
 
Julie also requested earlier service on the MTD State Street Waterfront shuttle to the train 
station to connect to trains that depart from Santa Barbara. 
 
Others expressed that there was continued interest for Intercommunity services from the 
Santa Ynez Valley to Lompoc and Santa Maria. 
 
Matt Dobberteen mentioned continued development of service in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

 
David Damiano mentioned that Routes 1 and 2 are the most impacted routes and that a 
request could be made for additional services for MTD’s Routes 1, 2, 6 and 11. 
 
Petra also suggested adding service from South Coast to North County as part of the 
reverse commute. 
 
Michael concluded by stating that staff would draft up a letter for the Chair’s review and that 
Petra would present a final letter of comment from SBCTAC to the SBCAG board at the 
hearing date. 

 
6. NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT PLAN 
 

Michael Powers introduced Joey Goldman of Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates. 
 
Joey provided an overview of the public stakeholder process and current status of the North 
County Transit Plan. 
 
Joey described and distributed flyers announcing the date and times for public outreach in 
Lompoc and Santa Maria.  Mini-stations will be setup to distribute surveys to riders and 
receive input from those who don’t have time to complete the survey.  Since the Santa Ynez 
Valley does not have a dedicated transit center, surveys will be completed on board by 
drivers. 
 



SBCTAC Minutes – February 14, 2006 
 

 4

Petra asked if people in Lompoc and Santa Maria could submit surveys to drivers and Joey 
responded affirmatively. 
 
Bea Merwin asked if she could distribute the posted notices to clients and Joey responded 
affirmatively. 
 
Barry Stotts asked if surveys would be distributed on the Guadalupe Flyer and Joey 
responded that there is a connection to the Flyer at the Santa Maria location. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked if flyers would be handed out in Santa Maria for the SBCAG Board 
meeting. 
 
Michael Powers responded that flyers could be distributed if someone volunteered to help 
since staff would be in Santa Barbara for the Board meeting. 
 
David Damiano asked if non-transit users would be targeted as part of the outreach and 
Joey responded that the main focus was on existing transit users, stakeholders and the 
expanded list of employers. 
 
Michael Powers encouraged the committee to assist in the distribution of the questionnaires. 
 
Ernesto Paredes asked if the transit study would track the demographics of the transit users, 
such as how many transit riders are children. 
 
David Damiano responded that the only way MTD knows the age of a rider is by fare 
category.  MTD does not track riders by age. 
 
Joey mentioned that this type of indirect information would be used in the study. 
 
Joe Rye stated that children age six and under who enter a bus are a significant part of the 
ridership and are counted separately as free riders. 
 
Victor Suhr asked what the deadline was and Joey responded that surveys are due by the 
end of the month. 
 
Barry Stotts recommended that folded flyers, with the mailing address on the back, are a 
better way of getting people to return surveys. 
 
Kirk Spry asked if a survey representing the needs of multiple users was acceptable and 
Joey responded affirmatively. 
 

7. MEASURE D REAUTHORIZATION 
  

Michael Powers introduced Gregg Hart of SBCAG Staff. 
 
Gregg presented his report on Measure D reauthorization.   
 
David Damiano asked what the size of the sample survey was and Gregg responded that 
the survey included over 1,000 respondents and it was stratified so it was statistically 
significant by region. 
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Kirk Spry asked if registered voters were polled and Gregg responded that it was a sample 
size representative of registered voters likely to vote in the November 2006 election. 
 
Ernesto Paredes asked if the measure would move forward in 2006 if there was not an 
agreement on the expenditure plan.  Gregg responded that we need to move forward to 
continue building consensus in 2008 if it is not on the ballot in 2006. 
 
Ernesto asked if there would be a campaign for Measure A+B and Gregg responded that 
there would be educational outreach, but public funds can’t be used to campaign for a tax 
measure.  Gregg added that a private effort would need to be in place to campaign for the 
measure. 
 
David Damiano asked how Measure A+B would pass and Gregg responded that A could 
pass on its own, but B could only pass if A passed.  Measure B could not pass on its own. 
 
Joe Rye asked if there was funding in Measure A dedicated to alternative transportation.  
Gregg responded that eighty-six million dollars is for regional bus service in Measure A. 
 
Michael Powers mentioned that SBCTAC members could participate in a public workshop 
on Measure A+B. 
 
Mike Faeth mentioned that the focus of Measure D seemed to be paving streets when there 
is a lack of funding for disabled and senior transportation. 
 
Gregg responded that two-hundred million dollars would go to transit agencies in Measure 
A+B. 
 
Matt Dobberteen expressed that getting a two-thirds vote is going to be close with the 5% 
change between the local and regional shares. 
 
Matt complimented SBCAG staff on work involving North County Transit Plan, unmet transit 
needs process and Measure D renewal. 
 
Matt asked how regional funding would be distributed to transit and Gregg responded that 
there would be a five-year competitive process for transit projects. 
 
Gregg mentioned that there would be the opportunity for demonstration transit projects to 
receive funding. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked how funding for transit operations would be determined and Gregg 
responded Measure funding would be tied with TDA funding.  In order for a transit operator 
to be eligible for Measure A+B transit funding they must expend all TDA funding for transit 
purposes. 
 
Michael Powers indicated to the committee that SBCTAC could submit a letter of opinion 
regarding the Measure A+B expenditure plan. 
 
Matt Dobberteen mentioned that in the letter, SBCTAC should express support for local and 
regional transit in the opinion letter and state that the expenditure plan should consider 
funding to support recommendations from the North County Regional Transit Plan.  In 
addition, the transit operators should express any concerns they have in the letter. 
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Michael Powers mentioned that Gregg Hart could come back again at the March SBCTAC 
meeting to present discuss the status of the Measure A+B expenditure proposal. 
 
Kirk Spry stated that it gets too political among transit agencies when discussing how 
funding gets distributed and that it needs to be kept simple. 
 
Victor Suhr stated that information regarding the expenditure plan needs to be kept simple 
and we need to show how Measure D funding had been used in the past. 
 
Ed Zoost asked why the measure was going on the ballot now versus 2010 when the 
current measure is set to expire.  Gregg mentioned that by getting the measure approved in 
2006, then SBCAG can accelerate the delivery of projects by bonding against the measure. 
 
Joe Rye asked if funding for widening of Highway 101 was identified in Measure B and 
Gregg responded that funding for the project is identified in both Measures A and B. 
 
Ernesto Paredes asked how much funding was identified for specialized transportation 
services and Gregg responded that six million dollars is included in Measure A and an 
additional three million dollars is included in Measure B. 
 
Ernesto asked why specialized transit was getting the same percentage in the renewal and 
stressed that additional funding was needed. 
 
Joe Rye responded that total funding available in Measure A+B was much larger and that 
transit would be getting increased funding than currently available in Measure D. 
 
Michael concluded by stating staff would draft a letter for committee consideration at the 
March meeting based on the comments presented today.   

 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Julie Kahn announced dates of transit user workshops organized by MTD. 
 
Sarkes Khachek reminded the committee that applications for FTA 5310 funding are due to 
SBCAG and Caltrans by 5pm on Friday, March 3rd. 

 
9.   NEXT SBCTAC MEETING DATE 
 

The next SBCTAC meeting was set for Tuesday, March 14 at 1:30 PM. 
 
There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned. 

 


