
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

 
Conference Room - Central Coast Water Authority 

255 Industrial Way 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South County) 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Julie Guzman In Home Supportive Services 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Jim Talbott SMOOTH 
Cathy Farrar Transit User (North County) 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Joe Rye SMAT 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Katharine Bechtel Private Citizen 
Vibiana Saavedra Private Citizen 
Marc Chytilo Attorney 
Alex Pujo Coast 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.   
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and Marc Chytilo thanked the committee for its work 
on the Measure D Renewal comment letter.  

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Kathy Farrar, the Minutes of the April 11, 
2006 SBCTAC meeting were approved with Joe Rye abstaining. 
 

4.   UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Michael Powers provided an overview of the Transit Needs Assessment process and 
schedule. 
 
Sarkes Khachek distributed reasonable to meet analysis as part of the 2006 Draft Transit 
Needs Assessment.  Sarkes mentioned that the report had been presented to the Technical 
Transportation Advisory Committee for review prior to SBCTAC. 
 
Sarkes discussed challenges associated with the criteria included in the reasonable to meet 
analysis, especially with criteria 4 and 6.   
 
The draft transit needs findings were presented by service category. 
 
Commuter Services 
 
Request: Reverse Commute from South Coast to Lompoc and Santa Maria 
 
Chair Löwen asked why the figures in the analysis were the same for each year in the 
projection and Sarkes responded there was a challenge in estimating future operating costs 
which include fuel costs among other things. 
 
Joe Rye asked if the operating cost per hour identified for the Clean Air Express was the 
fully loaded cost and Sarkes responded affirmatively. 
 
Barry Stotts mentioned that there should be connections on the local services to reach 
interregional services going down to the South Coast since the CAE does not pick up 
downtown. 
 
Interregional Services 
 
Request: Wednesday service from Santa Maria to Santa Ynez Valley 
 
Joe Rye asked if this request would be similar to service the Health Bus provides on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and Sarkes responded affirmatively. 
 
Jim Talbott mentioned that adding Wednesday to the service schedule could be examined 
as a future service improvement depending on funding availability. 
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Request: Breeze Expansion 
 
Jim Talbott asked how the Breeze service was funded and Michael Powers responded that 
funding was provided through the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program 
and that the service was subject to annual monitoring. 
 
Marc Chytilo requested that the service be turned into a loop circulator and that he had 
concern looking at the request serially versus comprehensively. 
 
Marc mentioned that TDA funding is available by Santa Maria, Lompoc and the County and 
the cities would be the primary beneficiaries for the Breeze expansion. 
 
Earlier Service Hours 
 
Joe Rye provided early morning ridership data for the three months of 2006 and mentioned 
the average return fare was $0.50 due to free passes for children under the age of 6. 
 
Alex Pujo mentioned that surveys were completed in the winter months and some routes are 
higher performers.  He also mentioned that ridership in the winter would be lower than in 
summer and that there is an opportunity for farmworkers to use services in the morning.   
 
Joe Rye mentioned that the majority of ridership is due to children going to school.  Santa 
Maria Area Transit added Route 3F in January 2006 which has been a low performer.  Joe 
added that it would be difficult to finance a seasonal service. 
 
Jim Talbott said it would be difficult to meet the expressed need of one or two people and 
that there is a challenge in expanding a system for earlier service. 
 
Marc Chytilo discussed that the request came from the North County Transit Plan outreach 
and there needs to be a new method in calculating needs.  Marc mentioned a need for 
connecting early morning local services to the Breeze. 
 
Barry Stotts encouraged attendance at the SMAT Riders Advisory Committee to advocate 
for needs. 
 
Michael Powers expressed the need for direct comments on certain routes that riders would 
want to be changed. 
 
Joe Rye mentioned that SMAT is currently considering starting SMAT Route 2 a half earlier 
at 5:45AM as part of service improvements in Fiscal Year 2006/2007. 
 
Later Service Hours 
 
Joe Rye mentioned that SMAT is implementing pilot night service as part of service 
improvements for FY 06/07 and that should start in summer 2006. 
 
Increased Service Frequency 
 
Joe Rye mentioned more frequent service to downtown Santa Maria. 
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Vibiana Saavedra highlighted the need for service to the food bank on Foster Road in Santa 
Maria and that there needs to be a commitment for service to areas with concentrations of 
social service agencies.   
 
Joe Rye mentioned that San Luis Obispo Regional Transit Authority added Sunday service 
on Route 10. 
 
Service Expansion 
 
Marc Chytilo mentioned that requests place an emphasis on the Breeze service. 
 
Michael Powers added that the North County Transit Plan would be key in providing 
recommendations on requests for interregional travel. 
 
Marc Chytilo requested that the adoption of the Transit Needs Assessment be deferred until 
the North County Transit Plan becomes available and that TDA funds should be reserved for 
recommendations from the Plan. 
 
Jim Talbott mentioned that the Breeze ridership was lower from Vandenberg Air Force Base. 
 
Julie Kahn expressed concern for overcrowding on Santa Barbara MTD’s Route 11 and 
Sarkes responded that the need was recognized by MTD and that planning was currently 
underway to address the overcrowding. 
 
Joe Rye mentioned that SMAT is addressing overcrowding with the purchase of six new 
buses. 
 
New Services 
 
Jim Talbott asked what the schedule was for the North County Transit Plan and what role it 
would play with the Breeze service.  Michael responded that the plan was still being 
developed and that it should be available this summer.  He added that the Plan would 
provide recommendations to address requests for new interregional services as well as 
recommendations to address existing services. 
 
Barry Stotts mentioned that the pilot vanpool program for farmworkers was being sponsored 
by the City of Santa Maria and Santa Barbara County.  He asked if there was a service 
boundary in place for the program and if it could cross county borders.  Michael responded 
that he doubted that the vans would be restricted from going into adjoining counties. 
 
Joe Rye added that the program in Kern County covered three counties. 
 
Alex Pujo mentioned that tables in the population characteristics section were the same as 
last year and Sarkes responded that most of the data was only available from the 2000 
Census and that tables with current available data were updated. 
 
Alex Pujo discussed the need for more transit in Santa Maria and that access to buses was 
still an issue in the North West Santa Maria.   
 
Vibiana Saavedra mentioned that some streets don’t have sidewalks and that the nearest 
bus stops for some people are eight blocks away.  She added that she knows someone who 
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has to send her children out early to catch a bus.  Ms. Saavedra also added that the new 
Blosser Route in Santa Maria is great, but there are still residential areas that are not met. 
 
Ms. Saavedra also mentioned that additional service was needed for Allan Hancock College 
as it continues to grow and that the Main Street and Donovan Road area still is not served 
as well as Fessler Junior High School in Santa Maria. 
 
Barry Stotts mentioned that some streets do not meet requirements for sidewalks because 
they are not in the Santa Maria city limits and that concerns should be presented to the 
SMAT Riders Advisory Committee.  Barry added that there are some areas that SMAT 
buses can’t reach safely. 
 
Alex Pujo mentioned that Santa Maria just became the largest city in Santa Barbara County 
and that 60% of Santa Maria residents are Hispanic with no car or one car households. 
 
Mr. Pujo asked why there were seven-hundred thousand bus trips in Santa Maria compared 
to seven-million bus trips on the South Coast.  He also added that Santa Barbara MTD was 
going to have ten minute frequencies on some routes and that there should be as many trips 
in Santa Maria as in Santa Barbara. 

 
5.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Powers mentioned that the SBCAG Board received SBCTAC’s comment letter on 
Measure Draft Expenditure Plan at its April 20, 2006 meeting.  The Board agreed to place 
the renewal of Measure D on the November 2006 ballot. 
 
March Chytilo mentioned that the Transportation Development Act requires a 
recommendation by SBCTAC on the Transit Needs Assessment.  He mentioned that the 
report was not adequate and recommended that SBCTAC make a motion that it’s not right. 
 
Julie Kahn made a motion to defer adoption of the Transit Needs Assessment until June and 
that was seconded by Jim Talbott.  The motion passed with Barry Stotts abstaining.  Joe 
Rye was not in attendance for the vote 
 

6. NEXT SBCTAC MEETING DATE 
  

Tentative meeting date is Tuesday, July 11 at 1:30 PM. 
 
7. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned to Tuesday, July 11 at 1:30 PM. 
 


